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Featherstone received a damning report 


‘OUT of control’ Featherstone Prison 
should be shut down until issues of wide¬ 
spread violence and drug use have been 
dealt with, a parish councillor has urged. 

Frank Beardsmore, chairman of Feath¬ 
erstone and Brinsford Parish Council, said 
conditions at the prison had ‘gone way be¬ 
yond breaking point’ and it was now unsafe 
for staff and inmates. 

It comes after a damning report revealed 
an increase in attacks and higher levels of 
hard drug use and violence in the 700-in¬ 
mate prison. 

Mr Beardsmore said: “The problems 
at Featherstone Prison have not been ad¬ 
dressed. In fact, they are getting worse and 
it looks as if the prison is out of control. 


“Violence has clearly got out of hand and 
there are nowhere near enough staff at the 
prison to deal with what is going on there. 
Officers are not safe and I can only imagine 
the problems they have to deal with on a 
daily basis. 

“The only solution I can see at the mo¬ 
ment is to close it down completely until the 
multitude of issues have been properly dealt 
with.” 

The report by the Independent Monitor¬ 
ing Board laid bare a series of issues sur¬ 
rounding Featherstone Prison. 

It highlighted an increase in the use of 
drug-carrying drones being flown into the 
prison grounds and detailed a startling 
number of violent attacks over the past 


year, which included 144 assaults on pris¬ 
oners, 40 attacks on staff and two deaths. 
There were also 155 self-harm incidents of 
self-harm, while 60 prisoners were moved to 
other jails after what the report describes as 
‘a major incident’. 

Concerns were also raised about a rise in 
vandalism in the jails, which has left a sig¬ 
nificant number of cells rendered uninhab¬ 
itable and other prison property damaged. 

Mr Beardsmore added: “It is all a serious 
concern to residents. There needs to be ur¬ 
gent action to sort out this whole mess.” 

South Staffordshire MP Gavin William¬ 
son has pledged to hold an urgent meeting 
with Justice Minister Sam Gyimah over 
conditions at Featherstone Prison. 


Cuts council paid director nearly £250k over last year 


El.lkADAYFOR 
COUNCIL OFFICER 


CASH-STRAPPED Wolverhampton Council has paid one 
of its officers nearly £250,000 over the last year, it can be 
revealed. For the past 12 months the authority has paid 
£241,542 to an agency for the services of Linda Sanders, 
the interim strategic director for people. 

The extraordinary figure equates to £1,134 a day. She has been in post 


for almost two years and is one of 
council on an interim basis. 

The others include interim education 
director Julien Kramer, who has been on 
£182,640 a year since he replaced Dr Jim 
McElligott in the post in October 2015. 

The wages eclipse that of the author¬ 
ity’s top officer, managing director Keith 
Ireland, who took home £154,000 last year. 

Opposition Tory leader Councillor 
Wendy Thompson has branded the figures 
‘utter madness’ and ‘offensive to the tax¬ 
payer’. 

Question 

She has called for an investigation into 
governance at the Labour-controlled au¬ 
thority, while union bosses have hit out at 
the ‘disconnect’ between pay for top bosses 
and ‘the real world’. 

The council has shed 2,000 jobs since 
2010, cutting its workforce by almost a 
third. Hundreds more jobs could go by 
next April. It needs to save £54 million by 
2019/20 and is set to sign off on a second 
successive annual council tax increase of 
3.99 per cent. 

Mrs Thompson said the high wages paid 
to high level staff were ‘an unnecessary ex¬ 
travagance’ at a time when the council was 
having to tighten its belt. 

“It is utter madness to pay out such high 
amounts when you consider what is going 


10 senior officers employed by the 


By Peter Madeley 


on at the council,” she said. “With cuts to 
services and job losses for frontline staff, 
people will rightly question the sense in 
paying an officer nearly a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion pounds. 

“Plenty of other more successful local au¬ 
thorities have managed to operate without 
paying such extortionate wages. 

“Interim staff should have a defined role 
for a set period of time. There is absolutely 
no justification for the council to employ 
people for years on this basis.” 

She added that there should be ‘a thor¬ 
ough investigation’ into the pay packets of 
senior officers at the council. 

Unite national officer for local authori¬ 
ties, Fiona Farmer said: “There appears to 
be a serious disconnect between the pay for 
top bosses at City of Wolverhampton Coun¬ 
cil with the real world of millions of people 
struggling to make ends meet.” . 

Councillor Milkinder Jaspal, the author¬ 
ity’s cabinet member for governance, said: 
“We want to get the best possible staff avail¬ 
able, but it is not always possible to employ 
them on a full time basis.” 



£241,542 last year for director Linda Sanders £182,640 for education chief Julien Kramer 


COMMUTERS 

Parking restriction 
plan for West Park 

PARKING restrictions could be brought 
in at West Park and near the city’s Metro 
stops as part of a review by the council. 

Wolverhampton Council is reviewing the 
use of all car parks outside the city centre 
in a bid to encourage short-term parking. 

The council predicts the proposal will 
also make £70,000 for the council. 

Cabinet member for city environment, 
Councillor Steve Evans, said: “We want 
to discourage long-term commuter park¬ 
ing, while maintaining sufficient spaces for 
shoppers.” He said ‘one size did not fit all’. 

The council owns about 30 per cent of 
car parks in the city. 

The proposal to carry out the review has 
been approved. 

CHAIRMAN 

Police trust chief 
has been ‘sacked’ 

A VOLUNTARY city Police and Com¬ 
munities Trust chairman has been ‘un¬ 
ceremoniously’ sacked. 

John Ray, who has chaired the 
Bushbury and Oxley PACT meetings 
for the last three years was told that 
despite being elected, the reins would 
be handed over to either a councillor or 
a member of the police force. 

Safer Wolverhampton Partnership 
took the decision to relieve him of his 
duties. Mr Ray, from Bushbury, said: 
“It’s disappointing to say the least.” 

APPEAL 

Your kindness sees 
donations hit 8.5k 

AN incredible 8,500 food items and toilet¬ 
ries have been donated to the Express & 
Star’s Feed a Family This Christmas ap¬ 
peal. 

Our sister daily has been overwhelmed 
by the kindness of people across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire who have really 
dug deep to help those less fortunate. 

Donations of festive treats and other 
food have flooded in since the appeal was 
just over four weeks ago. 

Every item will go towards a much- 
needed meal. 

The campaign has ended but items are 
still being collected in. 



TO ALL OUR 
READERS 



DEAL DIRECT 
WITH THE OWNERS 
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Hosts wanted for young homeless 



MP Pat Me Fadden 


A PROJECT finding rooms for homeless young 
people has run out of places due to a soaring rise in 
referrals. The YMCA Black Country’s Open Door 
Scheme project has provided 1,500 beds so far this 
year to vulnerable teenagers who are unable to live 
with their families. 

But now the project has become so busy that 
young people are having to be turned away as there 
are not enough host families available to accom¬ 
modate them. 

Project manager Rachael Taylor said: “Our sup¬ 
ported lodgings and night-stop schemes provide 
vulnerable young people with the stability that 
they need to continue their education. 

“We urgently need more hosts in all areas of the 


Black Country to meet the growing demand for 
our service.”Ms Taylor met with Wolverhampton’s 
South West MP Rob Marris who has expressed his 
support for the project. 

Mr Marris was interested to hear how young 
people need to engage in education or employment 
to get on the scheme, with dozens enrolling in uni¬ 
versity in the course of their development. 

MP for Wolverhampton South East, Pat Me 
Fadden said: “I think the Open Door programme 
sounds impressiveThe commitment offered by host 
families is really important and I hope more fami¬ 
lies come forward to take part.” 

Hosts receive over a £100 per week for providing 
supported lodgings. 



MP Rob Marris 


Disabled teenage girl's 
payout blocked again 


A DISABLED teenager has had a 
multi-million pound compensa¬ 
tion claim blocked after a court 
upheld a ruling her delayed birth 
didn’t cause her brain damage. 

Megan Baynham was 10 weeks 
premature and weighed less than 31b 
when she was delivered at New Cross 
Hospital in August 2000. 

She was on life support for days and tests 
revealed she had suffered devastating brain 
damage. The now 16-year-old was left with 
cerebral palsy, learning difficulties and epi¬ 
lepsy. The Royal Wolverhampton Hospitals 
NHS Trust admitted Megan’s birth was de¬ 
layed ‘due to a fault in its systems’. 

A judge ruled in 2014 that, had it not 
been for medical negligence, she would 
have been born 30 minutes earlier. Mr Jus¬ 
tice Goss said that the delay had not caused 
her brain damage. Blocking her multi-mil¬ 
lion pound damages claim, he ruled her in¬ 
juries were suffered whilst she was still in 
her mother’s womb. 

Refused 

Megan’s lawyers refused to accept that 
decision, arguing before Appeal Court 
judges that it hew in the face of compelling 
expert evidence. However the Appeal Court 
has now upheld the ruling made in 2014. 

Now, after a case that has run up hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of pounds in legal bills, 
Megan will get nothing. 

“I can detect no error in the judge’s 
weighing of the evidence,” Lord Justice 
Jackson told the court in London. Megan 
had sued through her mother, Sarah Jane 
Baynham, of Enville Road, Warstones, 
Wolverhampton. 

The court heard the expectant mum was 
struck down with ‘severe’ abdominal pain 
on August 22, 2000 and rushed to the hos¬ 
pital after suffering a placental abruption. 
The trust accepted that there was a failure 
to identify the problem quickly enough 
and that Megan had suffered grave brain 
damage by the time she was delivered at 
12.40am. 

In his 2014 ruling, Mr Justice Goss 
ruled Megan should have been delivered 
by 12.10am, but that the delay was not the 
cause of her brain damage. Lord Justice 
Jackson, with Ladies Justice Black and 
Gloster, agreed the appeal be dismissed. 


It Asda be good as centre gets aid 



Cash aid - in the oxygen chamber are Maureen Higginson and Susan Husband 


A CENTRE dedicated to support¬ 
ing those with MS has been given 
£11,000 by supermarket giants 
Asda. 

Wolverhampton Asda’s commu¬ 
nity champion Maureen Higgins 
and manager Mike Phillips handed 
over the cheque in the oxygen ther¬ 
apy tank in the centre. 

The money will now be used to 
make the centre more accessible 
to those who use it. This includes 
those affected by different forms of 
cancer as well as MS. 


Susan Husband: “The centre 
has been open for 30 years this 
year and though we have had an 
uplift and extension on the centre 
through the Bradbury Trust, one of 
the things letting it down was the 
porch. 

“So we did a big fundraising bash 
for the porch and patio and after we 
found out it would cost us £16,000 
to do. Maureen and the Asda Trust 
have worked tirelessly to get this 
£11,000 and contributed greatly to 
the campaign. 


“But we’d also like to thank all 
the other parties that have got us 
up to that £16,000 figure which 
means that work can now begin 
on making the centre more acces¬ 
sible.” 

The next thing in the pipeline 
for the centre is to make the ter¬ 
race disabled-friendly so that pa¬ 
tients/members can go outside to 
enjoy the scenery of the canal and 
garden. Susan added: “We are al¬ 
ways keen to get more volunteers 
involved in the work we do.” 


Cameras'not 
needed' at 
at scene of 
road deaths 

A TRANSPORT boss has said there will 
be no speed cameras on a busy commut¬ 
er route which has claimed two lives this 
year, because accidents were caused by 
bad driving. 

Residents, parish councillors and 
David Perridge, operations manager 
for the Safer Roads Partnership, were 
at Claverley Parish Council for talks on 
how the B4176, also known locally as the 
Rabbit Run, could be made safer 

Mr Perridge said that speed wasn’t 
the issue in the fatal incidents, on each 
occasion it was bad driving. He also said 
that statistics collated by Shropshire 
Council in 2012 proved that speeding 
isn’t a major problem. 

Guidelines 

He said: “The data showed that speed¬ 
ing figures were quite low. There are dif¬ 
ferent guidelines now. 

“When at one time a camera might 
have gone straight up after a fatal, now 
different things are taken into consid¬ 
eration to make sure the right action is 
taken. As it is, the data indicates that 
a speed camera, whether it was mobile 
or static, would not have stopped these 
fatalities.” 

John McSherry, who along with his 
wife Michelle was involved in a horror 
smash in 2009 which left them with seri¬ 
ous injuries and a motorcyclist dead, has 
been campaigning for the cameras for 
some time. The 64-year-old said: “One 
death on that road is one too many, but 
they keep happening and nothing is 
done about it.” 


Students land a 
£2k scholarship 

STUDENTS from the University of 
Wolverhampton, who have been chosen 
to each receive a £2,000 scholarship, 
have celebrated their success. 

The university’s £360,000 Progression 
Scholarship funding is allocated to stu¬ 
dents who have been identified by their 
college or school for working hard and 
applying themselves in their studies. 

This year, 179 students have benefited 
from the fund from schools and colleges 
across the region, receiving £2,000 each 
during the first year to help them with 
their transition to university life. 

The students will receive the first 
£1,000 of their scholarships just before 
Christmas and the second £1,000 in the 
new year. 

The scheme is now in its second year. 

Donors appeal for 
two blood sessions 

BLOOD donors are needed for two 
sessions on January 3. They will run 
between 12.40pm and 3.30pm and be¬ 
tween 16.30pm and 7.30pm at Codsall 
Village Hall in Wolverhampton Road. 

Appointments can be made or turn up 
on the day. Call 0300 123 23 23. 
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Two primary 
schools are 
among best 
in country 

TWO primary schools in Wolver¬ 
hampton are among the best in the 
country, according to a prestigious 
schools guide. 

St Bartholomew’s C of E Primary 
School in Penn has been ranked 45th 
among the top 500 primary schools 
in this year’s Sunday Times Schools 
Guide. Manor Primary School in 
Woodcross is 185th. 

The guide, compiled using re¬ 
cent exam results, ranked St Bart¬ 
holomew’s after an impressive 
performance by pupils in 2015’s SATs 
exams. The school moved up 44 places 
from 89th place in 2014 when 57 per 
cent of pupils achieved Level 5 or 
higher in reading, writing and maths, 
compared to 64 per cent last year. 

Dedication 

The outstanding-rated school’s 
headteacher Katy Kent said: “I’m 
very pleased with the achievement 
of the pupils and the staff. It reflects 
their dedication and hard work.” 

There were also celebrations for 
Manor Primary School where 54 per 
cent of pupils achieved Level 5 or 
above in reading, writing and maths 
in 2015, up from 45 per cent the year 
before. Anita Cliff, executive head¬ 
teacher of Manor Multi Academy 
Trust, said: “It is wonderful to see 
Manor once again in the best perform¬ 
ing schools list.” 

Councillor Claire Darke, Wolver¬ 
hampton Council’s cabinet member 
for education, said: “It is fantastic to 
see schools like St Bartholomew’s and 
Manor Primary scoring so highly.” 


man charged after 
raid on schools 

A MAN has been charged after lap¬ 
tops and iPads were stolen from the 
classrooms of a Wednesfield second¬ 
ary school. 

The burglary happened at Coppice 
Performing Arts Academy, Ecclestone 
Road, Ashmore Park, inNovember. 

A man has now been charged with 
possession of stolen goods and bur¬ 
glary in connection with the thefts. 

The 27-year-old has also been 
charged with burglary in connection 
with two other schools within the 
West Midlands area. 

He was originally arrested and 
bailed three days after the raid pend¬ 
ing further inquiries by detectives. 

It was the second time that the 
school had been targeted in a fort¬ 
night. 

We want the best, 
says police chief 

A POLICE chief believes the force 
needs officers ‘with a breadth of skills’ 
despite all future recruits needing to 
have a degree.Wolverhampton’s Chief 
Superintendent Jayne Meir said: “We 
want the very best people available.” 


Bikers out in force to remember 



The bike hearse arrives 


BIKERS turned out in force in memory of a 
Wolverhampton mother who lost her battle 
with cancer. 

Around 100 motorcyclists rode in convoy 
from the home of the late Sandy Duncombe in 
Fallings Park to Bushbury Crematorium to say 
their farewells. 

As had been requested by Sandy the funeral 
was not a morbid affair with many donning 
fancy dress at the service, which was attended 
by nearly 300 people. 

Some dressed as Santa, whilst others donned 
Blues Brothers suits - the 51-year-old’s favour¬ 
ite band. 

Her husband of 10 years Mike Duncombe 


thanked everyone for coming, including the 
100-plus bikers, who travelled from all over the 
country to attend. 

The 59-year-old said: “We had people from 
all over the country come, from Wales, Bir¬ 
mingham, local, just all over. 

“She arranged the service herself and it was 
more of a celebration than a morbid event, it 
was actually fun. There was singing through¬ 
out, it finished on the Blues Brothers song 
Everybody Needs Somebody to Love, which 
everyone sang to.” 

Sandy died following a 16-month battle with 
lung cancer. She developed a life-long love of 
motorcycles, despite never riding one herself. 


Sandy 



Sandy Duncombe 


18 years for drug dealer 
who hid in his cupboard 


A DEALER who had more than 
£500,000 in his ‘drugs laboratory’ 
Wolverhampton home has been 
sentenced to 18 years in jail. 

Jerome Nash, was found hiding in a 
cupboard at his home in Stanley Road, 
Bushbury, as armed police swooped in an 
early hours raid. 

Drugs were found in almost every room of 
the 23-year-old’s house when it was raided by 
armed police. Cocaine, crack, heroin or canna¬ 
bis was discovered in the dining room, kitchen, 
two bedrooms, an en suite bathroom and the 
landing on May 27. In the garage there was also 
a strongarm press with plates and components 
needed to produce ‘bricks’ of drugs. 

Judge Nicholas Webb told Nash: “At a late 
stage, you pleaded guilty to a number of grave 
offences. It was absolutely clear that you 
played a very significant role in this operation. 
You were clearly very close to the source who 
imported these drugs into the country. It is ap¬ 
propriate that you spend a very long time in 
custody. You were found with not one but two 
firearms in your possession with ammunition 
that worked for one of them. You were the or¬ 
ganiser and have a previous conviction.” 

Waved 

Nash looked over to his family as the sen¬ 
tence was delivered and waved goodbye to them 
as he was taken down. He was found hiding 
in a bedroom cupboard when a dozen officers, 
armed with rifles and side arms, broke down 
his front door with a two-man battering ram. 

Minutes after the first raid, officers turned 
their attention to the home of Jerome’s sister 
Simone Nash at Waterside, Parkfields where 
they discovered more than £64,000 in a safe 
and a bag that held a 9mm self loading pistol 
and five cartridges. 

She told police she had not known that there 
were drugs in the Stanley Road house. She was 
cleared of all charges as was friend Daniel Pop¬ 
lin, of Burton Crescent, Springfield, who was 
cleared of possession with intent to supply. 
Nash’s girlfriend Theresa Shaw, from Wayside, 
Pendeford, was also found not guilty of posses¬ 
sion with intent at an earlier trial. 

Nash admitted two charges of possession of 
a firearm, possession of ammunition and three 
charges of possession of Class A drugs with in¬ 
tent to supply and one of possession of Class 
B drugs with intent to supply. A proceeds of 
crime hearing was set for May 11 next year. 


Kind Kaiden coins help for school 



Kaiden Babb from Oak Meadow school in Ashmore Park raised £441 in coins 


A COIN-COLLECTING five-year- 
old has raised hundreds of pounds 
for his school after it was ran¬ 
sacked by burglars. 

On discovering 11 laptops had 
been stolen from Oak Meadow 
Primary School in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, pupil Kaiden Babb’s first 
thought was that he wanted to do 
something to help. 

With the help of his great-grand¬ 
mother, Jean Balchin, the kind- 
hearted boy set about raising 


funds he could then hand to teach¬ 
ers. And his passion for collecting 
small change was to stand him in 
good stead with a total of £441 
being raised. 

Ms Balchin, aged 63, said she 
was very proud of what Kaiden 
had done for his school. She said: 
“When he came home after the 
break-in he said he would like to 
help the school if he could. 

“He likes collecting one, two 
and five pence coins anyway and 


how he did it was to push enve¬ 
lopes through the doors down his 
street asking for donations. 

“Some of my friends also agreed 
to put tins in the homes and 
whenever their neighbours came 
in they would leave some money.” 

Ms Balchin said she was blown 
away by people’s generosity, with 
one anonymous donor contribut¬ 
ing £50. She added: “Kaiden is 
only five but he is so loveable. He 
is a very thoughtful little boy.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

M6 cameras catch 
10,000 speeding 

ALMOST 10,000 drivers were caught 
by average speed cameras in just five 
months during a major M6 roadworks 
scheme. 

The cameras were switched on as 
the speed limit on the stretch heading 
south between junctions seven and 
eight was cut to 40mph. But thou¬ 
sands of drivers chose to ignore the re¬ 
stricted limit and are now facing fines. 

Lanes were narrowed and the speed 
limit brought down between Great 
Barr and the M5. West Midlands Po¬ 
lice says it has sent out 9,697 notice of 
intended prosecution tickets. 

New industrial 
units for estate 

PLANS have been submitted for six 
new industrial units at a busy city 
trading estate. 

A proposal is with the city council 
for the new units at Steelpark Way 
on the Steelpark Trading Estate in 
Wednesfield. They will also have an¬ 
cillary office accommodation and park¬ 
ing for up to 110 cars. 

The units have been earmarked for 
land which used to be part of a sewage 
treatment works before being con¬ 
verted for industrial use in the 90s. 

Councillor Bhupinder Gakhal wel¬ 
comed the development. 

Student medic 
places on offer 

VACANCIES for student paramedic 
roles are to open with the West Mid¬ 
lands Ambulance Service. 

There will be 300 places on offer 
with positions available in Black 
Country, Birmingham, Shropshire, 
Staffordshire and Coventry and War¬ 
wickshire. The service will receive ap¬ 
plications up until January 8. 

Hundreds of applicants were re¬ 
jected in a recent recruitment drive as 
they had not applied for a Cl driving 
licence. 

Pilot foster event 
is rated a success 

A PILOT event to match prospective 
foster carers in Wolverhampton with 
children in care has been hailed as a 
success. 

A number of potential matches were 
confirmed following the Activity Days 
for Fostering session held by Foster¬ 
ing for Wolverhampton earlier this 
month, attended by 10 carers and 16 
children aged between four and 14. 

To find out more about becoming a 
foster carer, visit wolverhampton.gov. 
uk/fostering or call 01902 551133. 

'Arson' attack on van 

A VAN was left destroyed by fire after 
a suspected arson attack in Bilston 
where members of the public per¬ 
formed a citizen’s arrest on a teenag¬ 
er thought to be responsible. 

The drama unfolded just before 
4pm on Sunday on Oxford Road at the 
Stag Industrial Estate. 
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Radiographer is struck off by panel 


THE BEST OF 

PETER ^ jk 
RHODES 

MORE weather-forecast English. This 
week’s warning was of “murky-mizzly.” 

A READER says she is disappointed to 
learn from this column that pansexuali¬ 
ty has nothing to do with pans. She was 
working on her debut novel, Fifty Shades 
of Stew. 

WHOPPERS of our time. I heard one 
pundit describe the brought-forward hike 
in council tax to pay for social care as “a 
temporary rise.” Yeah, right. 

BUT the council tax had to be the tar¬ 
get, didn’t it? Freezing it for several years 
had become a totem of Toryism, a buffer 
protecting the property-rich from the de¬ 
mands of Britain’s uncontrollable welfare 
bill. The real hit will come when Westmin¬ 
ster re-bands the nation’s homes based on 
today’s inflated values and the most desir¬ 
able addresses will be in Much Weeping in 
the Shires. 

THE curse of predictive texting. A friend 
and I provided ukulele-and-songs enter¬ 
tainment for a Christmas party under our 
performing names of Two Old Pluckers. 
We appeared in the programme as Two 
Old Plonkers. Our complaint was not up¬ 
held. 

“EU leaders richly deserved Brexit and 
British voters were right to give them it.” 
Historian and columnist Niall Ferguson, 
admitting he was wrong to argue against 
Brexit and is now relieved to be “back on 
the right side.” There is plenty of time for 
all you other sinners to repent. 

SO farewell, 
Ian McCaskill. 

I never inter¬ 
viewed the 
BBC weather 
forecaster, who 
recently died 
this week, but 
he suddenly 
appeared in 
the office in Broadcasting House 
many years ago where I was interviewing 
the chief forecaster, Bill Giles. McCaskill 
burst in like a busy little shrew, sorting 
through some papers while robustly de¬ 
nouncing some ****ing **** he had just fall¬ 
en out with. It was all light-hearted but to 
hear the housewives’ favourite effing and 
blinding like a navvy was a bit of a shock. 
As I wrote at the time, it was like seeing 
the Pope spit. 

OH, Yuletide fooltide. I have invested 
in a pair of cargo trousers which are not 
only cheaper than jeans but harder-wear¬ 
ing and look much better on rumps of a 
certain age. They come with many pockets 
in which you can lose things. Some pairs 
have a special pouch for knee pads, which 
must be very useful when you’re begging 
the kids not to put you in a home. 

FIRST cracker of the season: “What 
happened to the hyena who swallowed an 
Oxo cube? He became a laughing stock.” 
Ye Gods, another 10 days of this. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 


A RADIOGRAPHER who was working at a hospi¬ 
tal in the Black Country has been struck off after 
being accused of misconduct. 

The Health and Care Professions (HCPC) has 
agreed to remove radiographer Kenneth R Hall 
from its register after his actions while working at 
Nuffield Hospital in Wolverhampton. 

A panel of the HCPC conduct and competence 
committee heard that Mr Hall worked at the pri¬ 
vate hospital on four occasions while receiving 
paid sick leave from the Worcestershire Acute 


Hospitals NHS Trust. The panel also heard that 
Mr Hall did not accept that by doing so he acted 
dishonestly, and that he did not believe he had 
done wrong. 

Panel chair William Nelson said: “The panel 
therefore considers that Mr Hall has not demon¬ 
strated any insight into or remorse for his actions 
and denies any personal responsibility, continuing 
to blame other professionals. 

“It is the panel’s view that there must be a real 
risk of repetition of misconduct of this nature.” 


The panel concluded to strike the name of Ken¬ 
neth R Hall from the HCPC register, which lists 
health professionals who meet their standards, 
including in conduct and ethics. 

Mr Hall was present and represented by his 
counsel Ms Soraya Pascoe. 

The HCPC is a regulator set up to protect the 
public. 

It keeps a register of health and care profession¬ 
als who meet standards for their training, profes¬ 
sional skills, behaviour and health. 


8,300 names on list 
for 69 council homes 


By Nick Humphries 


MORE than 8,300 people 
are on the waiting list for 
just 69 available council 
homes in Wolverhampton. 

The shock figures for last 
month, which can be revealed 
under Freedom of Information 
laws, also show that just 1,042 
affordable homes have been 
built in the city between 2006 
and 2014. 

And a city councillor believes the 
problem will get worse before it gets 
better. Graiseley Councillor Elias 
Mattu said: “There is a chronic 
shortage of housing across the coun¬ 
try. We all feel it. 

“Wolverhampton has been build¬ 
ing the new housing, but it’s obvi¬ 
ously not quick enough. I can’t see 
the problem getting better. If any¬ 
thing I think it will get worse before 
it gets better.” 

Promises 

He added: “The Government has 
promised money to be set aside for 
building council homes but it never 
keeps its promises.” It’s sad to think 
about people struggling to get hous¬ 
ing, especially at this time of year.” 

In total, 8,374 people were on the 
waiting list in November. Between 
2012 and this year, there have been 
231 approved applications for hous¬ 
ing developments. From 2012 to 
2013, only three per cent of homes 
built were classed as affordable 
housing. 

That figure increased to eight per 
cent the following year, and to nine 
per cent for 2014 to 2015. This year, 
it is seven per cent. Local authorities 
can now impose Section 106 plan¬ 
ning act rules to make developers 
fulfil an affordable housing require¬ 
ment on any plans they submit. 

Lesley Roberts, council director of 
strategic housing, said: “Like most 
parts of the country, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton is experiencing high demand for 
housing, particularly social housing. 
Around 1,500 council homes typi¬ 
cally become available to people on 
the waiting list each year, however 
we are determined to increase this 
figure still further. 


Primary schools prove top class 



Elliott Hateley celebrates with pupils at Hill Avenue Primary School 


PRIMARY schools in Wolverhampton finished top of the 
pile in the Black Country for pupil achievement in the 
Government’s new SAT tests. 

Across the city, 53 per cent of 11-year-olds reached the 
required levels in reading, writing and maths, placing 
Wolverhampton joint 82nd in the country. 

Councillor Claire Darke, the City of Wolverhampton 
Council’s education chief, said: “We have a lot of pri¬ 
mary schools that are strong and improving, but we 
know there are areas where we can do better. 

“We are working with our strong schools to share best 
practice and push up standards across the city. It is not 
easy when the Government keep moving the goal posts 
in terms of achievement levels.” 


Hill Avenue Primary School was among the success 
stories. Last year it was ranked as one of the poorest 
performing schools in the country. 

Now is now in the top five per cent nationally based 
on Key Stage outcomes. Elliott Hateley becoming head¬ 
teacher at the school has helped raise standards. 

Executive headteacher Anita Cliff OBE, said: “This 
success has been achieved through the continued sup¬ 
port from Manor Teaching School and the commitment 
of all staff involved in providing a world class education 
for the children of Hill Avenue.“The appointment of El¬ 
liott Hateley as head of school has been instrumental in 
our improvement journey. He is an outstanding, inspi¬ 
rational leader.” 



Homes plan 
for hospital 
site moves 
step closer 

A HOUSING development at the 
former Royal Hospital site in Wol¬ 
verhampton has moved a step closer 
after plans were submitted for site 
works and remediation. 

Years of uncertainty over the 12.5 
acre site at Cleveland Road were 
brought to an end in March when it 
was sold to the Homes and Communi¬ 
ties Agency by Tesco. 

The development, which will pre¬ 
dominantly be for residential and 
starter homes, may also see a new 
City of Wolverhampton College cam¬ 
pus as different options are consid¬ 
ered for the restoration of the listed 
hospital buildings. 

Separate 

Plans have been put in to cut and 
re-profile land around the main hos¬ 
pital building to the south and east. 
The gardens and landscape area will 
be covereed with 450mm of clean soil. 

A spokesman for estate agents 
Cushman and Wakefield said: “It is 
intended that the site will be eventu¬ 
ally developed for residential use.” 

The site was sold by Tesco after 
plans for a £65 million superstore 
were dropped. 

Black Country Chamber of Com¬ 
merce president Ninder Johal be¬ 
lieves the new housing will provide a 
welcome economic boost for the city. 

He said: “Those looking to invest 
into the Black Country do take hous¬ 
ing supply into account when they are 
looking at how strong a region is.” 

Grant aids £20k 
church repairs 

A CHURCH is to benefit from £20,000 
of funding thanks to a charity. 

The National Churches Trust has 
pledged the money to St Mary & St 
John Roman Catholic Church, on 
Snow Hill, in Wolverhampton. 

The trust is the UK’s church repair 
and support charity and its funds 
will help preserve the Grade II listed 
building. 

It will also help to remove the 
church from the Historic England 
Heritage at Risk register. A total of 
36 churches and chapels across the 
UK will receive grants from the trust. 

Broadcaster Huw Edwards, 
vice-president of the trust said: “This 
funding will help ensure that this 
historic church, which does so much 
to help the community, continues to 
serve people for many years to come.” 

University to help 
young Africans 

YOUNG African entrepreneurs will 
benefit from advice from University 
of Wolverhampton experts. 

The Centre for African Entrepre¬ 
neurship and Leadership is in part¬ 
nership with the university. The 
centre wants to help the youngsters. 


Affordable 

Wi ndows 




i 


Call now 07710 434223 / 01902 827879 






French Doors 

from £649 


Windows 12 x 12 fitwSM2AB Conservatories^ x 3 


www. wolverhamfDtonwindows. co. uk 


susa 


S ac l<’s 


Molineux Stadium, Wo Iverha m pto n 


FOR 3 


per person including cl complimerrtcxry 
Half Hot:He of House wine. 

Available on Wednesdays to 
Fridays throughout January. 


Offer is on starter and mains only. 
Excludes Gourmet evenings. 


Please call 0871 222 2220 (option 5) to book 
or e-mail candb@wolves.co.uk 
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Pre-festive 
booster as 
the jobless 
figure down 

JOBLESS figures are down across the 
Black Country and Staffordshire, in 
a pre-Christmas boost for the region. 

As the UK’s unemployment rate 
fell to a 10-year low of 4.8 per cent the 
jobless stood at 1.62 million after a re¬ 
duction of 16,000 in the three months 
to October. 

Despite rises in many areas such as 
the East Midlands, East of England 
and the North West, the overall num¬ 
ber was pulled down by falls in Lon¬ 
don, the South West and the North 
East. In the West Midlands unem¬ 
ployment fell by 25,000 over the three 
months, to 151,000. 

Eligible 

The UK now has one of the lowest 
unemployment rates in the EU - with 
only Germany and the Czech Republic 
lower. And there was more good news 
for the region from the latest claimant 
count figures for November. 

Across the West Midlands it was 
down by 1,790 to 81,790. This was de¬ 
spite a UK wide an increase of 2,000 
in the claimant count last month, to 
809,000 - the highest figure since Feb¬ 
ruary 2015. 

The figures differ because not 
everyone who is classed as unem¬ 
ployed is eligible to claim benefits 
such as Jobseeker’s Allowance. 

The West Midlands falls were re¬ 
flected across the Black Country and 
south Staffordshire. Nationwide there 
was a fall of 6,000 in the number of 
people in work, to 31.7 million, al¬ 
though the figure for women reached 
a record high of almost 15 million. 

Credit union aid 
for night shelter 

A COMMUNITY bank is hoping its 
members will follow its example af¬ 
ter pledging its support for a night 
shelter for homeless people in Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

Wolverhampton City Credit Union 
(WCCU) has made a donation of £250 
to the city’s Christmas appeal for a 
night shelter. It also hopes its nearly 
8,000 members will donate cash or 
volunteer time for the shelter. 

WCCU staff member Lisa Summers, 
who works with disadvantaged people 
in the city, said the credit union had 
noticed a rise in the number of home¬ 
less. She said: “Sometimes, people in 
this position will turn to the credit 
union for help, but since they often 
don’t have ID, a legal requirement, 
we’re limited in how we can help.” 


Give a shift to 
help out Oxfam 

OXFAM has encouraged residents in 
Wolverhampton to make the most of 
their spare time by coming forward 
for volunteering. People have been 
urged to get involved to Give A Shift 
at Oxfam Wolverhampton in 2017. 


Focus on kindness in memory of Steph 



Steph Clarke 


FRIENDS of a talented photographer 
who died suddenly are urging people to 
perform acts of community kindness in¬ 
stead of taking flowers or donating mon¬ 
ey at her funeral. 

Steph Clarke from Wednesfield was 
herself known for her tireless work 
within the community, including being 
the co-founder of Wednesfield Photo¬ 
graphic Club. 

She died on November 25 aged 36 after 
unexpectedly suffering a brain haem¬ 
orrhage at work, and already the club 
has paid tribute with a special event in 
Wednesfield town centre when they took 
their own photographs of the Christ¬ 
mas lights that Mrs Clarke fundraised 


to secure. Mrs Clarke’s busy schedule 
included supporting the Community As¬ 
sociation, The Hub, Wednesfield History 
Group, and Hands On Wednesfield. 

Now, on a dedicated website set up 
in her memory, stuff4steph.com, people 
have been asked to do their own bit to 
help the community. 

Difference 

In a message on the website, it states: 
“Instead of bringing flowers or donat¬ 
ing money we’d love you to do ‘Stuff 4 
Steph’. 

“We’d like you to find a local cause 
that means something to you and sup¬ 
port it. You could give money, but the 


most valuable thing you can donate is 
your time, so why not do something in 
Steph’s name? Any act, big or small can 
make a difference.” 

Those taking part are asked to share 
their activities, by adding the hashtag 
#stuff4steph to Facebook posts, Tweets, 
Instagram photos and more. 

The website has also announced ar¬ 
rangements for the funeral today which 
is at St Thomas Church in Wednesfield 
at 12.30pm. 

People are asked to wear something 
red as this was one of Steph’s favourite 
colours, and they are also encouraged to 
wear odd socks as Steph loved to do that. 

Details on stuff4steph.com 


Lucky! City is one of 
best to net a jackpot 

FEELING lucky? Well Wolverhampton 
is one of the best places in the coun¬ 
try to net yourself a jackpot on football 
accumulators, it has emerged. 

New figures show that the city is the fourth 
best place in the UK to place a low stake foot¬ 
baller accumulator and win big money - with 
one fan raking in more than £6,000 with a 
60p bet at Ladbrokes. 

The bet was placed at a shop in the city centre. 

Walsall narrowly missed out on the top 10, coming 
12th on the list, with Dudley, Sandwell, Birming¬ 
ham and Cannock all failing to make the top 20. 

Stafford also failed to hit the top 20 but punters 
have still had success in the town, with one win¬ 
ning £1,974 from a £1 stake. 

It isn’t all good news for Wolves fans, however, 
as their team’s poor run this season, including nine 
Championship losses, has meant Paul Lambert’s 
side have been one of the most popular sides to bet 
against nationwide, according to Ladbrokes. 

Accumulators 

A spokesman said: “Football fans in Wolver¬ 
hampton must be doing their homework. Punters 
there are certainly faring better in the footballing 
stakes than their team, with accumulator aficiona¬ 
dos in the city amongst some of the most successful 
in the country.” 

The report, compiled by Bonus Bet Codes, is 
based on the proportion of winning bets for more 
than £5,000. 

Warrington, whose biggest winner was £15,345 
from £15, was ranked top of the list, with Ellesmere 
Port in Cheshire coming second. The biggest win 
so far this season came in Barnet when one punter 
scooped a massive £34,387 from just a £2 stake. 

One gambler in East Sussex coastal town Shore- 
ham-by-Sea raked in £32,450 from a £5 bet on a 
12-team accumulator. 

Only one area with a Premier League team made 
the top 10 in the shape of Southampton, while only 
four of the top 10 locations have a football league 
team on their patch. 

Celtic, Newcastle, Chelsea & Bolton have been 
the most popular winning sides in accumulators 
this season, with Manchester United, Everton and 
Norwich ranking as the biggest coupon busters. 

The biggest ever accumulator win is more than 
£650,000, with one punter putting £100 on eight 
teams that were losing with 20 minutes left in the 
match at odds of 6,542/1. All the teams turned it 

around and got the draws needed. Map shows the areas of the country where you are more likely to win 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

work to start on 
new style Costa 

WORK will start next month on the 
new Costa Coffee drive-through at 
Wolverhampton’s Gateway site beside 
Junction 2 of the M54. 

Trebor Developments and ASK 
Developments have chosen Wolver¬ 
hampton contractor AM Griffiths 
Construction to build the next phase 
of the site on the Stafford Road, which 
will see a new style Costa Coffee de¬ 
veloped next to the new Porsche deal¬ 
ership. 

Work will start in January and is 
due to be completed in May. The de¬ 
velopers say this leaves one plot left. 

Council tax rise is 
on way in budget 

COUNCIL tax will rise by almost 
four per cent as part of Staffordshire 
County Council’s ‘most challenging 
budget to date’. 

The move was revealed as the coun¬ 
cil announced its latest budget propos¬ 
als. Bosses said they were ploughing 
more money than ever into social care 
overall. 

The latest proposals would see the 
council try to save £3.4 million by 
keeping children out of its care sys¬ 
tem next year and a further £3.3m 
each year until 2021/22. Meanwhile, 
council tax will go up by 3.95 per cent. 

Software firm 
on the button 

A WOLVERHAMPTON software 
company has bagged a prestigious 
award from global technology giant 
Microsoft. 

Zeel Solutions, wO.hich is based on 
the Pendeford business park. It has 
received Microsoft gold-certified part¬ 
ner accreditation for its innovative 
software and service. 

The company provides software to 
the recruitment and HR industry. The 
firms have to undergo technical and 
competency tests. 

Brum is voted worst 
place in UK to park 

A POLL to find the worst place to 
park in the UK has put Birmingham 
top of the list. 

Insurance firm Privilege compiled 
the list on certain criteria. 

These included the number of park¬ 
ing charges issued, length of time 
looking for a place and the frequency 
of parking-related damage. 

Birmingham received a score of 
228 in comparison with Manchester 
whcich scored 217, Cardiff 215, Bristol 
209 and London 204. 

999 sat-nav delays 

AMBULANCE crews were delayed 
responding to calls due to problems 
with vehicle satellite navigation sys¬ 
tems. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
has revealed there were six occasions 
reported over the past three years. 
The service will not reveal the places. 



Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Bedrooms • Bathrooms • 


jondor £7 interiors 

♦♦♦ Your Natural Choice ♦♦♦ 


Why Choose Jondor? 

❖ Free no obligation consultation and design service 

❖ Kitchens, Bedrooms, Home Offices & Studies to suit all budgets and requirements 
❖ Dealing direct with the manufacturer, manufacturer’s prices, no high pressure salesmen 
❖ 100’s of doors worksurfaces, appliances and accessories 
❖ Fully fitted or supply only 

❖ All building, plastering and tiling work undertaken 

❖ All gas Safe registered & all electrical work Part P registered 

Visit our Showroom 

Unit 1 Bridge Street, Wolverhampton WV10 9DX 
Tel: 01902 733305 Mobile: 07855 534663 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Anyone got 
a spare 
library to 
give away? 

THE Black Country Living Museum is 
looking for an unused former library to 
add to its open-air village. Something 
tells me that in the current climate they 
won’t have to look too far to find one. 

And there will be a nice art gallery and 
a few swimming pools available soon... 

□ □□ 

INTERESTINGLY, one of the reasons 
given by Dudley Council for closing 
swimming pools is the declining number 
of people who use them. 

Now that I can well believe. Indeed, I 
used to be a regular user of the pool at 
Dudley Leisure Centre until 11 years ago 
or so, when I stopped going altogether. 
Why? Because they stopped opening to 
the general public in the evening, to ac¬ 
commodate a swimming club from an¬ 
other centre they had closed. 

□ □□ 

A POLL in our sister paper the Express 
& Star found that 75 per cent of read¬ 
ers think shops should be banned from 
opening on Boxing Day. 

As something of a libertarian, I’m not 
a fan of banning many things. But then 
I think back to the days when I used to 
work Boxing Day, and the distraction of 
the inconsiderate shoppers who not only 
considered it their inalienable right to 
park on our office car park near a well- 
known shopping mall, but also to climb 
over the fence next to the window just to 
get to the shops more quickly. 

Can you imagine how annoying that 
used to be? Does anybody really need to 
go shopping that badly? 

Still if 75 per cent of the population 
want Boxing Day shopping banned, then 
maybe the shopping malls will be desert¬ 
ed on December 26. Either that, or our 
readers are far more sensible than the 
rest of the population. 

□ □□ 

The Football Association is “out of bal¬ 
ance”, filled with “elderly white men” and 
in desperate need of reform. So say four, 
er, elderly white men, who all used to be 
senior executives of the FA before step¬ 
ping down for one reason or another. 

Greg Dyke, David Bernstein, David 
Davies and Lord Triesman want the Gov¬ 
ernment to step in and add impose a bit 
of diversity into the mix. Yippee, never 
mind Brexit, let’s nationalise football. 

I suspect if you did a straw poll of most 
fans about what is wrong with football, 
the main bugbears would probably re¬ 
volve around there being too much mon¬ 
ey in the game, too much of it going to a 
cartel of half a dozen clubs dotted around 
London and the north-west, and the per¬ 
sistent under-achievement of the national 
team. 

I bet not one of them would be calling 
for a task force headed by John Major or 
Gordon Brown. 



Historic buildings to 
be talk of the town 



£10m of Lottery funding could 
enable landmark buildings to 
find a new home at a popular 
attraction. ROB COX reports 


HISTORIC buildings from across 
the region could resurrected at 
the Black Country Living Museum 
under multi-million pound plans to 
create a 1940-60s town. 

Landmark community buildings, 
much-loved pubs and industrial sites are 
among those which have been targeted 
by bosses at the popular tourist attrac¬ 
tion. 

While some would be taken down brick-by¬ 
brick and then rebuilt at the Dudley site, oth¬ 
ers which no longer exist would be recreated 
using archive images and information. 

The proposed attraction is reliant upon £10 
million of Heritage Lottery funding and a bid 
has been submitted for the cash. 

If successful work could begin in 2018 and 
93 jobs would be created - with hundreds more 
while work is carried out. 

Demolition 

Among the buildings identified for the 1940- 
60s town is Woodside Library in Stourbridge 
Road, Dudley, which has lain empty and 
boarded up since it was closed in 2008 under 
council cost-cutting measures. 

Also being lined-up for ‘translocation’ is the 
West Bromwich Gas Showroom in the town’s 
High Street, and the neighbouring Parish’s 
Restaurant - both of which have been sched¬ 
uled for demolition. 

The showroom was badly damaged by a 
Blitz raid in 1940. 

The Elephant & Castle pub in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton was controversially demolished in 2001 
but could be revived as a 1950s watering hole 
to inform visitors about changes in social atti¬ 
tudes towards drinking and social life. 

A bowling green could also form part of the 
attraction, as could a brickworks modelled on 


the former Harris & Pearson site in Quarry 
Bank. The museum’s chief executive Andrew 
Lovett said he was excited about the proposed 
town, plans for which are the culmination of a 
major research project. 

He said: “This would be a historic devel¬ 
opment centred on the 1940s through to the 
1960 and which would include a town and also 
great industrial representation. 

“The buildings we have identified would be 
clustered and we have had great fun designing 
the streetscape. When was the last time some¬ 
one got to design a town in the Black Country? 

“We think we have got a very compelling bid 
for the funding but you have to recognise it is a 
very competitive environment in which we are 
seeking the money. 

“The message I want to get across which 
has come about from consultations is about 
the amount of support we have had for the de¬ 


velopment from the people of the Black Coun¬ 
try. It is hugely heartening for us. It is easy to 
forget and take that sort of thing for granted 
but it is a real boost to think we are doing the 
right thing.” 

Another building which has been identi¬ 
fied for the town is William Griffin & Sons, a 
chain-making firm in Woods Lane, Cradley, 
which has also been earmarked for demolition 
by Sandwell Council. 

It would be used to demonstrate the indus¬ 
try’s move to merchandised production and 
the globalisation of trade during the post-war 
period. 

But Mr Lovett said he was most excited by 
the prospect of relocating Woodside Library 
with action having being sought by campaign¬ 
ers for several years. 

He added: “Having had discussion with the 
local authority we are aware there is a cove¬ 


nant on that building from the Earl of Dudley 
who wanted it to be maintained for public use. 

“So if that can be brought here it would be 
great and it would satisfy that covenant. 

“It is a large and very striking building and 
is very much of the style we are after for what 
we want to create.” 

A decision on the funding will be made in 
the spring. If successful, the £10m would be 
used to create the town, a new visitor centre 
and car park, as well as the extension of the 
museum’s tram line. 

There are also plans to turn the current 
Rolfe Street Entrance Building into a new 
learning centre to enable the development of a 
new learning programme. 

Mr Lovett said the scheme could create 93 
jobs at the museum, 58 at other Black Coun¬ 
try firms and around 450 while construction 
takes place. 


SALE STARTS 27TH DECEMBER 2016 






MERRIDALE 

furnishers 

www.merridale-furnishers.co.uk 


With the New Year 
here there's no better 
time to get your 
house just the way 
you want it. 

With our January offers, you're 
spoilt for choice. So why not 
treat you and your family to 
something you can enjoy for 


many years to come. 

Give your home a fresh new 
look with our great range of 
stylish home furnishings. 

We have a gorgeous selection 
of bedroom, living and dining 
room oak furniture. As well as a 
new stunning selection of made 
to measure curtains and blinds. 


Be sure to come in and check our special 

offers 


Call Us: 01902 420699 

Email Us: enquiries@merridale-furnishers.co.uk 

Address: 17-23 Merridale Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9RX 


QUALITY SOLID WOOD FURNITURE IN 

ss - 1 



Opening Times: Mon-Sat 9.30am-5pm | Thursday 9.30am-3pm | Sunday Closed 












































HS2 firm accused of 
'brainwashing' pupils 


Cadet celebrations take off 



As part of the 75th anniversary year Air Cadets 1290 Wednesfield 
Squadron, have had a balloon release of 75 balloons 


AIR cadets looked to the sky as they 
celebrated the 75th anniversary of 
the organisation. 

The Wednesfield squadron of the 
Air Training Corps took part in a 
balloon release at a. Christmas fair 
at the weekend. 

The event was also about raising 
much needed funds for a minibus to 
ferry the cadets to activities around 
the country. The squadron share a 
bus with another group but this has 
caused problems. 

Jonathan Francis, Squadron 
Commander at Wednesfield, said: 
“There was a very good turnout. 


“It was great that the Mayor of 
Wolverhampton could do the bal¬ 
loon release. 

“We raised £700 and that now 
makes £1,400 overall because we 
did a bag pack a couple of weeks 
ago. Getting the money for the bus 
will make sure we can get more out 
of the organisation.” 

The balloon release saw 75 red, 
white and blue balloons launched 
into the air to mark the anniver¬ 
sary. 

Mr Francis said the RAF cadets, 
formed in 1941, had a great past 
and a healthy looking future. 


THE company behind high-speed 
rail line HS2 has been accused of 
‘brainwashing’ pupils. 

This comes after the company signed 
a £280,000 contract to ‘educate’ chil¬ 
dren in primary schools about the ben¬ 
efits of the £55.7 billion project. 

The deal has been criticised by campaign¬ 
ers who have dubbed it as state-sponsored 
‘propaganda’ promoting the controversial 
scheme. 

Key Stage 2 pupils will be encouraged to 
make a ‘zoom train’ from cardboard and 
straws, powered by a balloon. This follows 
on from a programme in secondary schools 
along the route of HS2, which encouraged 
pupils to look at possible routes for ‘zoom 
rail’ from London to Birmingham. 

Approach 

Whilst the pack contains the disclaimer 
‘the materials in this pack are for educa¬ 
tional purposes only and are not intended 
to be a representation of any particular 
project’, campaigners say it is clear that it 
represents HS2, with several references to 
HS2 sources. 

The tender document for the primary 
school engagement programme, which was 
awarded at a cost of £280,000, states: “It 
aims to educate and inform children, young 
adults, and their families about HS2 and 
the employment and training opportuni¬ 
ties it will create and support, prioritising 
schools closest to the line of route, stations 
and depots.” 

But Joe Rukin, Stop HS2 campaign man¬ 
ager, said: “Just when we thought HS2 
Ltd couldn’t sink any lower, we find they 
are spending over a quarter of a million on 
targeting primary schoolchildren along the 
route of HS2 for brainwashing. 

The concept of state-sponsored prop¬ 
aganda, which is tailored so children in 
communities impacted by HS2 must come 
to the conclusion HS2 is a brilliant idea, is 
truly Orwellian.” 

HS2 will cut through a 45-mile swathe of 
Staffordshire countryside. 
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Excellent customer 
forums, check us out 

Check out our 
forums on the Best of 
Wolverhampton 


SOFA 

FACTORY OUTLET 

CUSTOM MADE SOFAS 

TELEPHONE: 
01902 425 225 


Showroom: 

Thomas St„ 0 
Wolverhampton, 
West Midlands 
$& WV2 4JS 


m 


Quality fabric & 
leather Sofas 


only at the Sofa 
Factory outlet 


MISS IT AND MISS OUT!!! 1 


FREE PARKING AVAILABLE 
Opening times: Monday - Saturday 10.30am - 5pm; 

Sunday 11.00am - 4pm : 




Also voted by the best of 
loved and local awards 2015 
most loved business in the 
catagory of furniture 



BRANCHES AT WOLVERHAMPTON | STAFFORD | CANNOCK 


TELEPHONE: 01902 422111 


15 MERRIDALE ROAD, CHAPEL ASH, WOLVERHAMPTON WV3 9RX 

SEE MORE AT WWW.WOLVERHAMPTONFIREPLACES.COM 


www. bir minghamdogshome. org. uk 

Giving stray dogs happier tomorrows 

’Text costs donation plus a standard rate message. Must get bill payer’s permission. Registered Charity No: 222436 
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Fireworks 




CEUBHTE IN STYLE THIS YEAR 
AND GO OUT WITH A BANG 

A . fe Aa .% . . , . 

Central Trading Estate, Unit 1 Marston Road, 
Wolverhampton WV2 4NL 
Tel: 01902 854 220 
www.bigstarfireworks.co.uk 

OPENING TIMES 

28th, 29th, 30th, 31st of December 
10 til 6 


Penn Road 


We accept all major Credit Cards 

Fireworks not to be sold to anyone under 18 years of age 


Poverty? They don't know they are born Change of ran 

signs a waste 


THE talk of today’s so called poverty, in 
relation to that of the 1920s, gives vent to 
comparisons of then and now. 

Len Hales (Cradley Heath) quite rightly 
exposes the nonsense of today’s compari¬ 
sons. He names a few possessions that were 
not available in the 1920s, however, there 
were a few exceptions he failed to mention, 
i.e. central heating, double glazing , fitted 
carpets, no mains gas, no electricity for your 
washing machine, tumble dryer, iron, etc. 

The hand me down clothes were compul¬ 


sory, there were no fridge freezers, only the 
frost on the inside of your bedroom win¬ 
dows. 

No benefits, no work, no pay, no dough, 
no eat! 

Simple mathematics, that today’s kids 
have no idea of that world of real poverty. 
They have no concept of the hardship after 
the great war, followed by the massive un¬ 
employment, and the general strike in 1926 
M ADDISON 
Wolverhampton 


How leaving 
EU will hike 
up prices 

THE fall in the value of the 
pound, as a result of the 
vote to leave the EU will 
badly affect our standard of 
living. 

Almost everything we 
need travels by road, and 
most road fuel is imported, 
so that increased cost will 
show up in the increased 
prices. 

Almost all of the clothes 
we buy are imported, as is 
almost half of the food we 
buy, so we have two rises in 
the cost of putting objects 
on the shelves. These price 
rises will hit the poorest 
people the hardest. 

The above is a big enough 
problem to cope with, but in 
the new year we may see a 
99 per cent rise in crude oil 
prices. In total, these price 
rises will add up to a 20 per 
cent increase in the cost of 
living. 

I’m afraid such a huge 
rise will not be matched by 
a rise in either wages or 
state benefits. We should 
have been warned about the 
possible short term costs of 
voting to leave both the EU, 
and the largest free-trade 
area in the world. 

DAVID POULTON 

Wolverhampton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Wolverhampton Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


E-MAIL 

Wolverhampton.chronicles 
@expressandstar.co.uk 


I READ that the rebuilding 
of Wolverhampton Railway 
Station has finally been ap¬ 
proved. I was surprised then 
to see contractors replacing 
the ‘Wolverhampton’ signs 
on canopies with new signs 
saying ‘City of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’. 

This sort of signage 
change is not needed by pas¬ 
sengers, so would not be un¬ 
dertaken by train operators. 
It must be Wolverhampton 
Council. 

The cost of this ‘vanity 
exercise’ will no doubt run 
into many hundreds so per¬ 
haps a council officer could 
explain why money is being 
wasted on a building soon to 
be pulled down. 

MR K HALE 

Wolverhampton 


Parking rules 
are for a reason 


SOME weeks ago I wrote concerning the 
issue of vehicles parked on double yellow 
lines near the traffic lights and several 
shops on Newhampton Road. I was worried 
there would be an accident and the other 
day as I was coming home it happened. 

Near the fish and chip shop vehicles were 
parked on both sides of the road totally ig¬ 
noring the parking restrictions. 

The driver in front probably failed to 
notice the large car double parked and the 
car coming from the other direction, then I 
saw brake lights and two side mirrors hying 
through the air, this could have been a child 
or a pedestrian. 

Surely it’s time something was put in 
place in an area with a busy road passing 
through it. Parking restrictions are there 
for a reason, usually safety related. 

I firmly believe the authorities do not at¬ 
tend this area for fear of retribution from 
the law breakers as it is far easier to issue 
tickets in the city centre to the many people 
who work and shop there. 

STEVE SMITH 

Wolverhampton 


20mph limit is 
even worse 

I DO hope that the do-gooders who are 
continually calling for 20mph speed lim¬ 
its on our local roads have read the report 
commissioned by Highways England who 
are to carry out trials of higher speed lim¬ 
its in areas where roadworks are being car¬ 
ried out. 

This comes after health experts acknowl¬ 
edge that pollution from slow-moving ve¬ 
hicles causes around 25,000 deaths a year. 
While this report is mainly directed to¬ 
wards motorways, pollution caused by slow 
moving traffic on any road, especially local 
roads is even more lethal, and it cannot be 
disputed that when a vehicle is driven in a 
low gear the engine is not operating at its 
ultimate efficiency. 

How people who have no experience or 
knowledge of how engines work are al¬ 
lowed to introduce 20mph limits is beyond 
me, but this and the many other nonsen¬ 
sical ideas they introduce on our roads 
makes me wonder if they even hold a driv¬ 
ing licence. 

D BODLEY 

Bilbrook 


Cyclists must not get special 
treatment above the others 


BRITISH Cycling says motorists should 
give way to cyclists at junctions. A sug¬ 
gestion backed by Chris Boardman. This 
would involve a change in the Highway 
Code where motorists turning left give way 
to cyclists going straight on. 

By what about the motorist stopped at 
traffic lights waiting for them to change 
and the cyclist comes up alongside on kerb- 
side without taking note of the rule that 
you don’t ‘overtake’ on the inside unless 
the vehicle is turning right? 

It’s all very well for Chris Boardman to 
say such a change would ‘reinforce good be¬ 
haviour’. On who’s part though? Perhaps 
motorists should give cyclists a piece of 
cake too? Is it ‘good’ behaviour to come up 
the inside of another road user? 

Why should cyclists get special treat¬ 
ment above all other road users? After 
all they, presumably, are already allowed 
to cycle through red lights, ride on paved 
areas and footpaths without fear of censure 


or caution? And God help any pedestrian 
who dares cross their path, the least that 
they can expect is a mouthful of abuse. 

I’m not attacking all cyclists, but there 
are a large number of them who ignore 
the Highway Code already. Why change 
the law? If pressure groups can get the law 
changed, what’s next? 

Our laws aren’t perfect, but why try to 
fix something that ‘isn’t broke?’ Why pan¬ 
der to pressure groups? 

Yes it’s tragic when anyone is killed or 
injured on the road. But let’s have sense 
on both sides. Cyclists - don’t ‘overtake’ 
on the inside when vehicles are clearly 
signalling that they wish to turn left. Mo¬ 
torists - don’t pass a cyclist and then turn 
left across them. Oh! But that’s the rule 
already! Let’s all make New Year’s reso¬ 
lutions; let’s all try to be reasonable and 
‘nice’ to each other. 

M GOUGH 
Wombourne 


We must use 
our power 

WHILST I have no axe to 
grind one way on the pro¬ 
posed building of houses 
on land adjacent to Prouds 
Lane, Bilston, I do agree 
there is a desperate need to 
retain land where our chil¬ 
dren can play and grow. 

The blame for such sell- 
offs to developers lies not 
only with councils but also 
lies with all of us. If any 
council makes any proposal 
which is genuinely against 
what the residents want, 
we can stop it. The trouble 
is, I, along with most other 
people do not use the power 
that we have. We just can’t 
be bothered and that makes 
us all, as a whole, just as 
responsible as the council 
itself. 

ALAN PERKINS 

Wolverhampton 


MASSIVE SALE STARTS 

28th, 29th, 30th & 31st December 9am-2.30pm 


OUT THE 

MIDDLE MAN 

BUY DIRECT I 


FIREPLACE 


FACTORY DRECl 


a 


Open Nlon-Fn 
8am-4pm 

wwwlfirepla'eefactorvtliresueiiiilk S 


■ 


Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 


tm 00(3 ( 32(30 


CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK fireplacefactorydirect 
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Demands over danger 
junction after crashes 


DEMANDS have been made 
to make an accident black- 
spot in Sedgley safer after 
a series of crashes. 

Ward councillor Michael Ev¬ 
ans said the junction of Gospel 
End Street and Vicar Street, is 
‘the most dangerous junction in 
Sedgley.’ 

He said: “The junction itself is a 
renowned danger spot in Sedgley 
and has been for a very long time. 
There are a lot of cars that come 
from the Bullring island next to 
The Clifton and drivers don’t realise 
that they’re not on the main road. 

“We’ve been talking to highways 
for quite some time about possible 
improvements and various sug¬ 
gestions have been made. They’ve 
suggested putting an island there 
to replace the junction but I think 
they’ll go with the other idea they 
suggested which is to create more of 
a diversion further to the left about 
10 or 15 yards further up.” 

Gospel End Road leads down to 
Wodehouse Lane towards Wom- 
bourne. 



Looking at the problem junction is Councillor Michael Evans 


A crash involving a car and van hap¬ 
pened recently causing severe delays. 

Last month, Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin called on police to tackle speed¬ 
ing on the street after residents claimed 
that it threatens safety. 

The MP conducted a survey asking 
residents if they felt speeding was an 
issue on the road, resulting in every 


person who replied stating that speed¬ 
ing was an issue and many stated that 
they had witness an accident or near 
miss along the road. Two cars crashed 
at the junction in August. 

Councillor Evans added: “All being 
well, the proposed plans for the junc¬ 
tion could go ahead in the middle of 
2017 during next year’s budgets.” 




3 PIECE SUITES • BEDS • HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE • CATALOGUE CLEARANCE 


Open: Monday - Saturday 9.00am-5.30pm, Sunday 10.00am - 3.30pm 



Minnesota £599 MinSFfc/99 

3+2 After trade in 3+2 After trade in 




Comer £300 

SOfi 9 After trade in 



£599 Roma £499 BretorT£899 

IfOrner After trade in 3+1+1 After trade in 3+2 After trade in 


SPECIAL BOXING DAY SALE 



Wexford Dining Set 
47in Oak Table 


£175 



CHARLES 
3 DOOR 
WARDROBE 


QUEEN ANN CHAIR 

FROM £99 




PRADO 4ft 
6in Double 
Bed Frame 



4ft 6in 
Memory 
Divan 

£189 


Knightsbridge 
1000 Pocket 
Divan 

£299 




FREE Disposal 
of old bed 


FREE Local 
Delivery 


STARTS 27™ DECEMBER 
THROUGH UNTIL THE NEW YEAR 

Many beds and mattresses at reduced prices. 
Massive savings on selected products. 


Stockists of: 


Products: Divans, Mattresses, Frames, Ottomans, 
Headboards. All come in choice of colours and fabrics 


Healthopaedic 





Greens Bed Centre 


Unit 9 Bilbrook Road, Bilbrook, 

Wolverhampton WV81EU 

Telephone: 01902 238558 
Website: greensbedcentre.co.uk 
Email: sales@greensbedcentre.co.uk 
Opening times: 

Mon-Sat 9.30am - 5.00pm Sun 10am - 2pm FREE PARKING 



UP TO 50% OFF 


STARTS 10 AM ON 
THURSDAY 29 th DECEMBER 


C0DSALL www.codsallandwergs.co.uk 

SPWERGS t: 01902 342461 < enquirles<^codsallardwergs.co.uk 
GARDEN CENTAE Werqs Hall Road,Codsall, Wolverhampton,WV8 2HJ 
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W I N T E R 




i i SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 10am! J J 



• We’ll not be 
beaten on Price! 

\ # That’s our promise .* 
to you! ,/ 


HOLIDAY OPENING TIMES: BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY & TUESDAY 10-6pm, Wednesday to Friday 10-5.30pm, 
NEW YEAR’S EVE (Saturday) 10-6pm, NEW YEAR’S DAY (Sunday) 11-5pm, BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 10-6pm 


Visit us at www.williamandsons.co.uk and sign up to receive 

OUR EXCLUSIVE PRIVILEGE OFFERS! 
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Buy this opening week of our Winter Sale 
for EXTRA discount throughout the whole store 
plus pay nothing until Summer 2017, 
with no deposit and no interest ever! 





EXTRA 

discount price 


£499 


SAVE 

£600 


discount price 


£199 


SAVE 

£200 


EXTRA 

discount price 


£299 


SAVE 

£350 


©Ti LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 

Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 


Alstons Baker Obardi Swbpiw ^ J?htl KucSam Lfbus Myut's rauch 
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Months on and Daljit Uppal checks on the progress made on his home 

Blast-hit home is taking 
shape almost one year on 


“EACH day brings us closer to 
moving back in.” 

It’s taken almost 12 months to 
get this far but finally the family 
whose home was wrecked by a gas 
blast is looking forward to moving 
back. 

The property, on the Penn Road, 
Wolverhampton, was severely damaged 
by the explosion which destroyed their 
neighbour, Wendy Ayoub’s house on 
December 28, 2015. 

Now, the family home, which belongs 
to Daljit Uppal, aged 49, is on the road 
to being fully restored with builders 
hard at work to get the family moved 
back in. 

Mr Uppal, who runs Uppal Sweet 


Centre, on Barcroft Road, said: “I do go 
into the house every day to see how it 
looks and how the work is going. 

“Hiring consultants to manage the 
work was the best thing I ever did, as 
I now get updates every day on what’s 
been done. Each day brings us closer to 
moving back in. 

The family do not think however, 
that they will be able to move into the 
house until January next year, with 
redecoration still planned to continue 
into February. 

Mr Uppal said: “It’s taken a long 
time but I’d rather have everything 
done right than have the job rushed.” 

The exterior left side wall of the 
house had to be replaced following the 
blast. 


Remains of neighbour’s house 








Departing Friday 7 April and 
Sunday 30 April & 8 October 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight from Birmingham airport to Milan* 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Flora, Stresa 
(upgrade to the 4 star Hotel Astoria at a supplement) 

✓ Borromean Islands cruise with visits to Isola Bella and Isola 
Pescatori ✓ Three lakes tour of Lake Maggiore, Lake Lugano 
and Lake Como ✓ Centovalli narrow-gauge railway excursion 
to Locarno, Switzerland ✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to 
your hotel ✓ Services of an English-speaking representative 


The advertised price is correct as of 14 December 2016 and is based upon departure 
from Birmingham airport on 30 April 2017. 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. AA/e have included the current flight 
price within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be confirmed to you at time of booking. 


from 


8 days, by AIR 

£769 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


f ■ ® 

OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 


Appeal to 
get tough 
over attacks 
on police 


SIX West Midlands Police officers attacked 
while on duty have called on lawmakers to 
ramp up sentences for those who assault of¬ 
ficers and other emergency services staff. 

The group is part of a delegation from the force 
that met with MPs in Parliament to urge them to do 
more to protect bobbies on the beat and ambulance 


workers. 

They want to see more 
widespread use of tasers, 
which they say enable of¬ 
ficers to better protect the 
public and themselves, and 
also discussed the use of 
‘spit hoods’, which shield of¬ 
ficers from people who try to 
spit at or bite them. 

Tom Cuddeford, interim 
chairman of West Midlands 
Police Federation, said: “We 
want to see better support 
from MPs for our campaign 
for tougher and more con¬ 
sistent sentencing of those 
convicted of assaulting po¬ 
lice officers, police staff and 
other emergency workers. 

“We have heard of cases 
where someone who has 
thrown acid in an officer’s 
face has received a 20- 
month prison sentence and 
another convicted of stab¬ 
bing an officer being given 
a 40-day community order. 
How can that be right? How 
can that act as a deterrent 
to others?” 

Figures for the first nine 


By Peter Madeley 

months of this year show 
that almost 600 WMP of¬ 
ficers were assaulted while 
on duty. Mr Cuddeford 
hoped the figures would 
give MPs an understanding 
of the impact of the high 
number of assaults. 

The visit to Parliament 
was part of a national Po¬ 
lice Federation campaign 
on officer assaults, and was 
organised by Labour’s Wol¬ 
verhampton South West MP 
Rob Marris. 

He said: “The number of 
assaults on WMP officers is 
totally unacceptable. The 
meeting addressed a num¬ 
ber of areas of concern and 
the measures that could ad¬ 
dress these problems.” 

The Police Federation 
of England and Wales says 
23,394 officers have been 
assaulted in England and 
Wales in the last year, 
equating to one assault 
every 22 minutes. 


Abandoned Shih Tzu 
left tied to lamppost 



Now recovering - Shih Tzu was found abandoned 
overnight and tied to a lamppost 

A TINY Shih Tzu dog is recovering after being found tied 
to a lamppost in Wolverhampton and abandoned overnight. 

The female was found shivering by a member of the pub¬ 
lic at the park near Glentworth Gardens, Wolverhampton, 
but the RSPCA said her microchip details were not up to 
date. 

The RSPCA said the dog may have died had tempera¬ 
tures been lower. RSPCA inspector Vicki Taylor said: 
“The dog’s name is given as Ashja on her microchip, but 
she doesn’t respond to this name so it may be that she was 
called something else. 

“Poor Ashja was terrified when she was found - she was 
cold and shivering. She is lucky that the temperatures 
aren’t freezing at the moment because if it were then she 
might not have been alive when she was found. We are 
keen to find who dumped her like this, as it is no way to 
treat an animals.” 

Anyone with any information about who dumped Ashja 
can contact the RSPCA on 0300 123 8018. 


One in five tenants 
have rogue landlords 



South Staffordshire MP Gavin Williamson officially opens the refur¬ 
bished Essington Fruit Farm shop, watched by staff and visitors 


ONE in five people in the West 
Midlands have a rogue landlord 
and one in 12 will be without 
heating this Christmas, a new 
study has revealed. 

In addition, 17 per cent of people in 
the region live in a house with damp 
and 13 per cent are unable to deal with 
the issue with their landlord easily. 

The study, based on an online poll of 
2,000 tenants, was run by Help-Link.co.uk 
and revealed that one in 10 West Midlands 
tenants currently live in properties suffer¬ 
ing from water leaks. 

Paul Shamplina, property expert and 
star of Channel 5’s Nightmare Tenants 
and Slum Landlords show, has joined in 
the research to help try to resolve the most 
common problems faced by tenants. 

He said: “The colder months present a se¬ 
ries of significant risks to rental properties, 
particularly relating to heating systems. 

Checks 

“One of the common complaints we have 
found in the past is that some tenants 
make it difficult for landlords to visit the 
property. However, regular inspections are 
imperative to check pipes for breaks, leaks 
and blockages, bleed radiators and arrange 
routine boiler checks. Blocked or leaking 
pipes can freeze during the cold months, 
then expand and burst.” 

Research adds a fifth of tenants in the 
West Midlands don’t receive their full de¬ 
posit back. The average UK tenant loses 
about £355 at the end of their agreement. 

Mr Shamplina said: “Landlords can¬ 
not simply retain a deposit or any part of 
it without giving explicit and clear writ¬ 
ten reasons for doing so. There are many 
reasons why a landlord may need to make 
deductions from a tenant’s deposit, such as 
damage to the property or missing items. 

’’This is where the importance of a thor¬ 
ough inventory comes into its own as a 
check-out report can be compared against 
the inventory and schedule of condition.” 


MP Gavin Williamson unveiled 
a refurbished shop and tea room 
at Essington Fruit Farm after 11 
months of work. 

Work has been ongoing since 
January to improve facilities at the 
shop and tea room, which boss Rich¬ 
ard Simkin says has added a ‘more 
professional and up-to-date’ feel to 
the farm. 

The official reopening ceremony 
at the farm, on Bognop Road, Ess¬ 
ington, was held to coincide with 
Small Business Saturday. Custom¬ 
ers and South Staffordshire MP Mr 
Williamson were invited to look at 


the changes. Mr Simkin said: “It 
has been a long task and we have 
been eagerly awaiting this day. 

“To finally get everything fin¬ 
ished and open to the public feels 
great. I think what we have done is 
created a better, more modern and 
professional set-up.” 

Mr Williamson said: “It was a 
fantastic visit and I was completely 
blown away by the transformation 
of the site. 

“The cafe was absolutely wonder¬ 
ful and you could see the time, ef¬ 
fort and investment which has gone 
into the farm shop.” 

















































Queen Square, Wolverhampton, around 1920 Star & Garter, Victoria Street, Wolverhampton Dudley Zoo’s bear pit and viewing platform in 1930 


Waiting anxiously for news after the Hamstead pit disaster 1908 



A bustling Dudley Street, Wolverhampton, around 1900 



Smethwick’s Chance Glassworks from around 1920 


Chronicling the birth 
of the Black country 


BLASTS of hot air billowed 
from furnaces while the 
streets rang out with the 
pounding of great steam 
hammers and the shriek of 
whistling boilers. 

This was the Black Country at 
the height of Victoria’s reign and 
beyond as the rapid rise in manu¬ 
facturing exploded across the face 
of England. 

Between 1820 and 1914, Britain was 
transformed on a scale unprecedented 
in its history. By the start of the First 
World War, it was a staggeringly 
wealthy country. 

A century earlier, England was a 
very different place, with little over a 
third of its population living in towns 
and cities. By the outbreak of war, 
industrialisation had seen that num¬ 
ber soar to almost 80 per cent. A new 
book, The Lost Country, has recorded 
the changing face of England over six 
tumultuous decades from 1870 to 1930 
in images from national archives. 

A crowded Dudley Street in Wolver¬ 
hampton taken around 1900 shows a 


MEMORY LANE 


By Marion Brennan 


prosperous town with shops offering 
factory-produced consumer items. 
Freeman Hardy & Willis, on the right 
of the picture, was opening its chain of 
shoe shops at the time. 

A horse and carriage stands outside 
the 16th century Star & Garter Hotel 
in Victoria Street where Charles I al¬ 
legedly took shelter on the march to 
Edge Hill, hence the ‘Royal’ reference. 
The historic inn was sold and demol¬ 
ished in 1904. 

A picture of Queen Square with 
St Peter’s church in the background 
shows a woman pushing a pram as 
she walks through a bustling market 
place. The book also features an image 
of the zoo’s bear pit and viewing plat¬ 
form, which were considered innova¬ 
tive and modernist for the time. 

Workers are seen at machines in 
two pictures taken inside the Beans 
factory, Dudley. In 1907 George Bean 
became chairman of the company 
which had been founded by Absolom 


Harper in 1822. Originally a supplier 
of car parts, during the Great War the 
company made aero engines, shrapnel 
and shell cases for the Government. 
After the war, the firm manufactured 
the Bean Motor Car. 

A photograph taken around 1920 
shows Chance Glassworks in Spon 
Lane South, Smethwick, which pro¬ 
duced the window glass for the Houses 
of Parliament. 

In darker scene, an image captures 
families at the pithead of Hamstead 
Colliery, Great Barr, in 1908, as they 
waited for news of victims of a mining 
disaster. The deep veins of coal were 
mined with some risk, as was proven 
when a fire broke out underground 
and 26 men died form inhaling poison¬ 
ous fumes. 

One of the earliest photos features 
Bilston Town Hall in Lichfield Street 
in around 1880. The building reflected 
the growth of the status of the town 
from a village on the outskirts of Wol¬ 
verhampton to a burgeoning coal min¬ 
ing area and later a centre for steel 
production. 

* Lost England, price £45, by Philip 
Davies is published by Atlantic. 



Bilston Town Hall, Lichfield Street, circa 1880 



Young boys working at the die shop at Beans, in 1915 



YOUR 

CHOICE 





BATHROOMS | 


"3T 


CAL SPECIALIST IN BATHROOM REFURBISHMENT 


_We want YOUR CHOICE to be u$ g 


* 


▼ 

r * 



YES A FULL 
JOB FOR* 
£3850 

15 SQM Wall Tiles, 
Bath & Screen, 
Replacement 


.. i,_■■__.uiw. Shower, Basin & WC, 

Tiled Floor, Finished 


Quotation 




within 5 Days, 



A % 




s 


THIS WEEKS 
DISABLED SPECIAL > 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your Bath 
We will remove the Bath 
& Fit an easy access low 
level round, square or oblong 
cubicle, & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 


Mi 


Hi 


WE OFFER A FREE NO OBLIGATION HOME VISIT & 
ON THE SPOT PRICE WITHIN 48 HRS OF YOUR CALL 


ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


We will supply and fit a luxury chrome 


heated ladder rail worth £200 FREE! 


with every bathroom fitted in 


December & January 


Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 
01902 861908 Open 9am - 5pm 6 days a week 

Showroom also at Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 01384 287222 


Our showroom is 
closed 25th/26th 
December and 
1st January 
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New pub 
planned 
for urban 
village 

A NEW Marston’s pub will 
be built at the £176 million 
Bilston Urban Village, cre¬ 
ating dozens of jobs. 

It will be between the 
Bert Williams Leisure Cen¬ 
tre and Morrisons super¬ 
market on land currently 
owned by the Homes and 
Communities Agency. 

Wolverhampton Council 
has approved plans for the 
Bankfield Road scheme. 
The pub will cater for 
around 180 customers and 
a further 50 people outside. 
The exact number of jobs 
has not been confirmed. 

Milestone 

Councillor John Reyn¬ 
olds, Cabinet Member for 
City Economy, said: “We 
are delighted a global busi¬ 
ness made in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton has chosen to invest in 
this project, which will de¬ 
liver jobs for local people. 

“It is another key mile¬ 
stone in fulfilling our aspi¬ 
rations for Bilston Urban 
Village, which is now really 
beginning to take shape, 
with further positive an¬ 
nouncements just around 
the corner.” 

Bilston Urban Village 
will include up to 450 new 
homes across land south of 
the town centre and Black 
Country Route. 

Work is underway on 
the construction of 78 
homes,one, two, three and 
four-bedroom properties. 
The council hopes to an¬ 
nounce early next year who 
will develop the larger hous¬ 
ing sites off Coseley Road. 


FOCUS ON BILSTON AREA 


Councillors pledge to fight 
homes plan 'to bitter end’ 


FURIOUS councillors have vowed to battle 
the council ‘to the bitter end’ over plans to 
build a housing estate on playing fields in the 
town. 

Wolverhampon Council has revealed plans to build 
around 40 houses on the Prouds Lane playing fields in Bil¬ 
ston, which were given to the authority specifically for the 
purpose of leisure and are used by hundreds of children 


each week. 

But angry councillors are 
set for a collision course 
with the authority’s hous¬ 
ing officers. It is part of a 
wider project that will see 
the same number of homes 
built on nearby land where 
the Bilston Leisure Centre 
once stood. 

Incensed 

Bilston North’s Phil Page 
says he has written to the 
council demanding that of¬ 
ficers scrap it immediately, 
while a petition is due to be 
launched soon. 

He said: “I have been 
contacted on numerous oc¬ 
casions by members of the 
public who are incensed by 
the very idea of building on 
the playing fields. 

“It must be stressed that 
this development appears 
to have been dreamt up by 
officers and has not been 
agreed by the council.” 

The plans were given a 
frosty reception by mem¬ 
bers of the public when they 


By Peter Madeley 


were revealed at a recent 
public meeting. Only 100 
householders were invited, 
sparking uproar on social 
media with some accusing 
the council of trying to bury 
the scheme. 

Councillor Stephen Sim- 
kins, who represents Bilston 
East, said: “At best this has 
been dealt with appallingly 
by the council.We should 
be supporting community 
groups, not taking away 
land. It is particularly crazy 
when you consider that 
when planning applications 
go in the council always ask 
for community space as part 
of the deal.” 

“Now here they are want¬ 
ing to build houses on the 
playing fields. How is this 
going to help tackle the 
problems the city has with 
obesity and poor health? I 
will stand shoulder to shoul¬ 
der with the community to 
fight this to the bitter end.” 


Pupils on 
song at 
the market 

PUPILS shared festive hap¬ 
piness with market shop¬ 
pers in a series of events. 

They took a break from 
their classes to sing songs 
as part of the initiative or¬ 
ganised by Wolverhampton 
Council. 

Children from Stowlawn 
Primary School in Wol¬ 
verhampton sang carols at 
Bilston Market. About 40 
children from the school 
sang for more than 30 min¬ 
utes. 

Spirit 

Also at the markets, vis¬ 
itors can visit grottos at 
the markets. Competitions, 
crafts, face painting and 
games are also on offer. Bil¬ 
ston Market is open every 
day until Saturday. 

City of Wolverhampton 
Council Cabinet Member for 
City Environment, Council¬ 
lor Steve Evans, said: “The 
market traders are getting 
in the spirit for Christmas. 
I would urge families to go 
Stowlawn primary school sing carols for shoppers in Bilston market along.” 



Security 
plan for 
town hall 

COUNCIL chiefs plan to 
put security grills on the 
windows of a town hall af¬ 
ter two break-ins. 

Bilston Town Council 
members hope to beef up 
security by installing three 
fixed metal grills on win¬ 
dows at the hall after it was 
targeted twice recently. 
Windows were smashed but 
nothing stolen. 

Vigilant 

Bilston North councillor 
Stephen Simkins said: “It 
comes as no surprise that 
the council is putting extra 
security measures there. 

“It’s just another cost to 
the taxpayer. We need to be 
vigilant to stop these break- 
ins from happening. The 
town hall belongs to all of 
us. We want investment to 
be made in the town. 

“It just costs money we 
shouldn’t have to spend.” 

An application is with 
the City of Wolverhampton 
Council. 

Courses open 
day at college 

INFORMATION on part- 
time courses starting in 
January and how to earn 
while you learn is on offer 
at an open day at Wolver¬ 
hampton College. 

All three campuses, 
Paget Road in Compton, 
Wellington Road in Bilston 
and Metro One in the city 
centre, will be open on Sat¬ 
urday, January 14, from 
10am- 2pm, when staff will 
be available for a chat. 

Those attending can 
apply for courses whilst at 
the event. 


THE VIEW FROM 
THE SHARD 



Departing Saturday 11 March, 1 April, 20 May, 
12 August & 2 September 2017 



Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to The View from The Shard on Sunday 
morning 

✓ Free time in London 

2 days, by coach 

£l49 95 »p 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton 


THE TOWER 

of London 

Saturday departures, 

11 March & 20 May 2017 



Quote Code: LDA709 


Price Includes... _ 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast ✓ Admission to the 
Tower of London ✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

only £ 139 - 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


LONDON EYE 

& Thames River Cruise 

Saturday departures, 

March - September 2017 


Price Includes... 



Quote Code: AGN380 


✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel 
within 20 miles of central London 
with 3-course dinner and full English breakfast ✓ A flight on the 
London Eye ✓ A cruise on the River Thames ✓ Free time in London 


2 days, by coach 

£149 


only 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


THE HOUSES 
OF PARLIAMENT 


Quote Code: YCM455 



Selected Saturday departures, 
February - September 2017 



Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Palace of Westminster on 
Saturday, with self-guided audio tour 

✓ Free time in London on Sunday 

2 days, by coach 

£139 9s pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: 9vAlOO 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 



Quote Code: PFR256 


PALACE 

and London 

Selected Saturday departures, 

18 February, 1 April and 24 June 2017 



Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and 
full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to Kensington Palace on the 
second day 

✓ Free time in central London 


only 


2 days, by coach 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


























































Lights special keeps funds 
aid for little Jessie on track 


A KIND-HEARTED mechanic 
hopes the Polar Express keeps his 
fundraising to help a young girl on 
track. 

Stuart Bibb, of Bushbury, used 
20,000 lights to create a version of 
the train from the film. 

The display on Wentworth Gar¬ 
dens is to raise funds for four-year- 
old Jessie-Leigh Smith. 

The youngster from Low Hill was 
born with cerebral palsy and her 
parents are trying to raise £16,000 
for a spinal dorsal rhizotomy oper¬ 
ation. This could help her walk and 
be more comfortable in her daily life. 

Its the fourth year Mr Bibb, 45, 
has put up the lights. He has built 
Elsa and Anna’s castle from Frozen 
to raise money for his neighbour 
Daniel Evans. Mr Evans was receiv¬ 
ing treatment at the Great Ormond 
Street Hospital after having a heart 


transplant. He has also raised money 
for the Midlands Air Ambulance. Mr 
Bibb said: “It’s been received very 
well so far. Most people have said 
that it tops the Frozen castle. 

“I’ve been building it up over the 
years but it’s probably cost about 
£1,000. I heard about Jessie-Leigh 
and they were looking to raise 
£16,000 for her. I know they are up 
to about £8,000 now so hopefully 
this will go some way towards help¬ 
ing them get the other £8,000. 

“So far we’ve raised around £450. 

“There is a collection box and 
we’re selling hot drinks from one of 
the carriages as well.” 

Chris Smith, Jessie-Leigh’s father, 
said: “We’re really grateful to Stu¬ 
art. We hope many people go along 
because it’s absolutely brilliant.” 

Donations can be made to www. 
gofundme.com/24pn7 ss 



Safari park hunt for 
200 seasonal staff 

A RECRUITMENT drive is being held by West Midland 
Safari Park for 200 seasonal workers. 

A variety of roles are on offer including retail and ad¬ 
missions, food and beverages, games, venues, learning, 
facilities and wildlife. The positions are for zero-hour 
contracts and the work will run from February 1-No- 
vember 5. 

A special recruitment day will be held at the park on 
January 8. in the Treetops Pavilion and the day will con¬ 
sist of two parts. 

Candidates will be invited to explore the many oppor¬ 
tunities on offer and speak to those who already work at 
the park to find out what life is like there. 

Human resources officer, Zoe Croton, said: “The start 
of every season is a really exciting time at the safari park. 

“We are delighted to be able to re-design our seasonal 
recruitment for 2017. By introducing a recruitment day 
it will allow new and returning candidates to explore the 
many opportunities the park has to offer. 

For further information, and to register to take part in 
the jobs day go to www.wmsp.co.uk/careers 


Stuart Bibb, right, with Jessie-Leigh Smith and her father Chris Smith, view the display 
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Fares for 
metro and 
buses to 
increase 


THE price of a single ticket on the Midland 
Metro and National Express buses will in¬ 
crease in the New Year, it has been an¬ 
nounced. 

The adult maximum single ticket will increase 
four per cent from £2.30 to £2.40. Overall, out of 
32 fares provided by National Express, which also 
operates Midland Metro, 19 are to go up, with up to 


50 per cent being added 
to some ticket prices. 

A dozen tickets are set 
to stay at the same price, 
whilst the off-peak adult 
short hop ticket will go 
down in price from £1.90 to 
£1.50. 

All adult West Midlands 
travel cards are set for an 
increase, with the year 
passes now costing £28 more 
from £650 to £678 and the 
city hop service will go from 
£1 to £1.50. 

Unlimited 

The off-peak daysaver 
which offers unlimited bus 
travel after 9.30am week¬ 
days and all day weekends is 
frozen at £4, whilst student 
bus passes remain frozen. 

The increases will come 
into effect from January 2 
and National Express main¬ 
tain the increased fares will 
go towards giving staff pay 
rises, which they aim to do 
every year. 

A spokesperson from Na¬ 
tional Express said: “We 
continue to invest in pro¬ 
viding better services for 
our passengers and we are 
planning to buy more state- 
of-the-art Platinum buses, 
following on from already 
high customer satisfaction 
rates across our current 


By Doug Wootton 


Platinum routes. Half of the 
new buses will have hybrid 
engines to improve air qual¬ 
ity across the region and we 
are also refurbishing hun¬ 
dreds of our other buses to 
bring them up to Crimson 
standard. 

“From spring 2017 we are 
also fitting brand-new ticket 
machines in all our buses, 
speeding up journey times 
for our passengers and giv¬ 
ing them the choice to pay 
with contactless bank cards, 
smart phones and watches 
as well as with cash. 

“Over half of our costs go 
on wages for our 5,500 staff 
who do a great job helping 
hundreds of people get to 
work, school and to see their 
family and friends every 
day.” 

Earlier this year, Na¬ 
tional Express increased the 
number of luxury platinum 
bus routes in the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

The Birmingham based 
firm invested £8 million in a 
new fleet of 46 of the luxuri¬ 
ous buses which have com- 
fier seats, more legroom, 
free 4G wifi and USB points 
to charge mobile phones or 
electronic devices. 


Health boss in alert 
on flu vaccination 


A HEALTH chief is warning people to get vaccinated 
against influenza to avoid to avoid the risk of more serious 
medical problems. 

Wolverhampton’s public health boss, Councillor Paul 
Sweet, said: “Several million people get flu each winter and 
it can be particularly dangerous for those with long-term 
health conditions. 

“So it’s very important that people, particularly those in 
at-risk groups, have their vaccination.” 

Flu vaccinations are free to certain people, including 
adults aged 65 and over, people with long-term health con¬ 
ditions, children aged between two and seven, carers and 
pregnant women. 

Councillor Sweet added: “If anyone is unsure if they are 
eligible, they should speak to their GP or pharmacist to 
check.” 



HALF , FREi 
PRICE 


SANTA’S 


GROTTO 


Come and 
see Santa! 


i CUT 
CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

% , . w : 


Every day until Friday 23rd December, 
am-3pm and on Christmas Eve, 11 am-1 pm 

Every child who visits Santa will receive a FREE 
sticker set and if they have been very good all year, 
they will also receive a certificate from Santa. 

Souvenir photographs of your Santa 
experience will be available to 
purchase on the day as a lovely 
_ W reminder or as a very special gift. 

Whilst our grotto is FREE, we welcome donations to our chosen 
r charities. Please note, that children must be accompanied at all times. 


f AMAZING 
SELECTION OF 

GIFTS 


Great Selection of houseplants! 


National Garden Gift Cards 
and Vouchers are the 
perfect gift solution... 

...when there’s just too much to choose from! 


Fabulous Festive Gifts 

and Stocking Fillers! 


Why not make your own 
hamper as an individual 


o 


Shipley Garden Village 
Bridgnorth Road (A454) 
Wolverhampton 
WV6 7EZ 
01902 701001 
Mon-Sat 9am - 6pm 
Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm 




L. A 


We are 
closed on 

Christmas Day 
& Boxing Day 

See website for festive 
opening hours. 


Pavilion Find us o. 

Garden Store h , 

gardenstoreonline.co.uk * 
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Philip Hammond’s card, featuring his dogs, Rex and Oscar 


One of Theresa May’s three designs, this one drawn by Isabelle Milnes, aged five Gavin Williamson’s card, by Amelie Moseley of Corbett CE Primary School 



MP Mike Wood’s card, designed by Maid- 
ensbridge Primary Schools pupil Alex Maher 



John Spellar’s card, given an extra bit of 
festive pizzazz thanks to Photoshop 



Emma Reynolds’ card, designed by 
Perry Hall Primary School pupil Kit Lewis 


MPs play their cards 
right for Christmas 
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Aldridge-Brownhills MP Wendy Morton’s card features a photograph of a wintery Pelsall Com- Another traditional Christmas card sent 
mon with a gaggle of geese in the snow, taken by Steve Swain of Walsall Wood Camera Club out by Pat McFadden and Valerie Vaz 



MP James Morris, with pupil Ruby Field and her winning design Wolverhampton MP Rob Marris’s traditional Christmas card 


FROM stunning images of Parlia¬ 
ment, to schoolchildren’s drawings 
and a pair of lovable pooches decked 
out in festive scarves - MPs have 
some novel ways of spreading the 
Christmas cheer. 

While some politicians stick to the stand¬ 
ard House of Commons issue cards, others 
run competitions among local school chil¬ 
dren which can last for months and garner 
hundreds of entries. 

Gavin Williamson chose the latter route, de¬ 
spite having had a busier year than most having 
been appointed the Government’s Chief Whip by 
Theresa May. 

The winning design, by Amelie Moseley from 
Corbett CE Primary School, Bobbington, fea¬ 
tures a London bus, a snowman and the ubiq¬ 
uitous Elizabeth Tower, which houses Big Ben. 

It will be sent out to around 700 people, al¬ 
though Mr Williamson is taking extra care not to 
forget his own parents as he did last year. 

“I sent all the cards out but completely forgot 
to send my mum and dad one,” he said. 

“This year I’m determined to make sure every¬ 
one gets one, although I’ve already signed so 
many of them I feel like my right hand’s about 
to fall off.” 

Adorned 

Labour’s Emma Reynolds launched a compe¬ 
tition for pupils at eight schools. Of the hundreds 
of entries the Wolverhampton North East MP 
picked a design by Kit Lewis, 10, who attends 
Perry Hall Primary School. 

The card, which features a drawing of a Christ¬ 
mas tree adorned with a star, has been sent out 
to more than 600 people. 

Ms Reynolds said: “I think the image is very 
striking. This was the biggest competition I have 
ever run and the standard of entries was the best 
yet.” 

Dudley North MP Ian Austin sends out hun¬ 
dreds of Christmas cards, with the Queen and 
the Prime Minister among the recipients. 

After a contest among local school children 
that garnered hundreds of entries, Charleigh 
Finch of Bramford Primary School produced the 
winning design that adorns the front of his card. 

The winning entry shows a Christmas scene 
with Santa flying over with Dudley Castle. 

Mr Austin presented Charleigh with her cho¬ 
sen prize at a school assembly. He said: “It was 
a huge privilege to go to Bramford Primary and 
present her with an award for her design skills.” 

Runners up could choose from early Christmas 
gifts including a family ticket to Dudley Zoo and 
Castle, a family ticket to the Black Country Mu¬ 
seum and gift vouchers for Hobbycraft. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP James 
Morris, who has been busy hitting the streets 
with the local Rotary club’s charity sleigh, ran 
a contest among local school children for the 
sixth consecutive year and had 600 entries to sift 
through. 

The winning card was designed by Year 6 pupil 
Ruby Field, from Our Lady & St Kenelm Pri¬ 
mary School, Halesowen, and features a family 
gathering around a Christmas tree. Mr Morris 


said: “This is the fifth year that I have asked 
local primary schools to design my Christmas 
card and I am always impressed with the qual¬ 
ity and variety of entries. 

“Well done to Ruby and to the runners-up, 
as well as to everybody who sent in such fan¬ 
tastic entries, and a big thank you to all of 
the teachers and staff who encouraged their 
classes to take part.” 

Dudley South’s Tory MP Mike Wood 
opened up his competition to pupils at all pri¬ 
mary and special school pupils in his constit¬ 
uency. 

And in a novel twist, he put the best seven 
entries up online for members of the public to 
vote on.The winner was Alex Maher, a Year 
5 pupil at Maidensbridge Primary School, 
Wall Heath, who impressed the MP with his 
drawing of a Robin in a Santa hat. Warley MP 


John Spellar got creative with his card this 
year. He used a picture of Elizabeth Tower, 
with a Christmas tree in the foreground, and 
enhanced it using Photoshop. 

Aldridge-Brownhills MP Wendy Mor¬ 
ton went with a local theme for her card. It 
features a photograph of a wintery Pelsall 
Common with a gaggle of geese wandering by 
through the snow. 

The shot was taken by Steve Swain of Wal¬ 
sall Wood Camera Club, while Walsall North 
MP David Winnick has sent out one of the 
Commons’ official selection cards chosen by 
the Commons Speaker John Bercow. 

His colleague in Walsall South, Valerie 
Vaz, also picked a card with a parliamentary 
theme. 

The shadow leader of the House of Com¬ 
mons’ card features a photograph of a beau¬ 


tifully decorated tree in Old Palace Yard with 
Elizabeth Tower in the background. 

“It’s such an iconic image,” she said. “A lot 
of staff gave up a Sunday for free to put all the 
lights on the tree, which I think was a wonder¬ 
ful gesture.” 

Wolverhampton South East MP Pat Mc¬ 
Fadden sent the same card. He said: “It is 
a wonderful time of year, but it can get quite 
exhausting when you have about 700 cards to 
send.” 

Wolverhampton MP Rob Marris chose a 
striking image of the Houses of Parliament 
for his card. 

Meanwhile Labour may have accused Philip 
Hammond of barking up the wrong tree with 
his Autumn Statement, but the Chancellor 
has shown he can bite back with an adorable 
card featuring his two mutts, Rex and Oscar. 





























































60 years on and he's 
still the one for me 

BILSTON couple Nick and Mary Abbotts are celebrating their diamond 
wedding. They married at St Bartholomew’s Church, Wednesbury in 
1966. Mary, 79, said: “I used to go dancing at the Town Hall, Darlaston 
and was aware of Nick for some time before we were introduced by a 
mutual friend. 

“Long before I met him I knew of him already, and I knew I liked him. 
A friend introduced us to one another and I knew from then on, he was 
the one for me.” 

Nick, aged 82, came from Bilston and worked at W Wesson steelworks 
in Wednesbury. Mary was originally from Wednesbury, and worked at 
the Patterson and Stone leather factory in Walsall where she helped 
make RAF helmets. 

Helped 

Nick had just returned from national service in Korea before they met 
and began their courtship. 

The couple have two grown-up children, Graham, 59, and Sharon, 47, 
and three grandchildren. 

So what’s the secret to such a long and happy marriage? “I think the 
fact that we’ve always had each other has helped, we’ve always been 
there for each other,” said Mary. “I suppose I’m the boss! He’s always 
been really good around the house at fixing things and keeping it nice. 
We’ve been here for 56 years now and we’ve always been happy.” 



It’s a diamond day as Mary and Nick Abbotts celebrate 60 years of marriage 


Children’s cancer 
deaths fall by 5pc 

THE rate at which children are dying from cancer has 
fallen by five per cent in a decade, according to new fig¬ 
ures. The statistics were revealed as it was announced 
the bravery of children with cancer in the Black Country 
is to be recognised with a special award. 

Figures show that, thanks to more research and better 
treatments, death rates for under 15s in the West Mid¬ 
lands have decreased from around 24 deaths per million 
children a decade ago to around 22 deaths per million 
children today. 

According to figures between 2012 and 14, around 145 
children are diagnosed with cancer each year and around 
20 die in the West Midlands. 

Cancer Research UK Kids & Teens has launched its 
annual Star Awards to honour survivors and patients 
who deserve special recognition. 

Recipients get a unique trophy, a £50 TK Maxx gift 
card and a certificate signed by celebrities. The awards 
are open to all under 18s who have cancer or who have 
been treated in the last five years. To nominate, donate 
or fundraise, visit cruk.org/kidsandteens. 


Nursery hit 
by raiders 
set for new 
play area 


A £44,000 play area is to be installed at a 
nursery for disabled children which was tar¬ 
geted by thieves earlier this year. 

The play space is to be set up at Old Tree Nursery, 
on Pendeford Hall Lane, near Wolverhampton, and 
will be fully accessible for disabled children. 

It is hoped that the space will provide new opportunities 
for children of all ages and abilities to learn and creatively 


play in the great outdoors. 

The £44,350 project is 
being led by Heantun Hous¬ 
ing Association, part of the 
Accord Group, which runs 
the nursery. 

Funding for the work is 
coming from The Veolia En¬ 
vironmental Trust, which 
has awarded a grant of 
£28,800 through the Land¬ 
fill Communities Fund. The 
rest of the cost is being met 
by the nursery from its own 
resources. 

Sandpit 

A large covered sandpit 
will be installed, as well as 
water play and music equip¬ 
ment, natural play spaces 
such as dens, mini tipis and 
tables and benches. The 
centrepiece of the space 
will be an exploratory tree 
house for everyone to enjoy. 
The equipment will be made 
from natural materials from 
the site or from recycled, 
sustainable products. It is 
expected that it will be com¬ 
pleted by February 2017. 

The nursery opened in 
2015 to provide training, 
employment and enterprise 
opportunities for vulnerable 
adults. Team members help 
grow a wide range of plants, 
flowers, trees and fresh pro¬ 
duce, which are then sold 


By Simon Stone 


in the nursery, along with 
other gifts and cards. Dur¬ 
ing the year, the nursery 
hosts several events for the 
whole community. 

The nursery was burgled 
in early October this year 
and a large safe was taken 
from the office - with more 
than £1,000 of cash inside. 
Since then, an online cam¬ 
paign was launched to raise 
money for the nursery. 

Joanne Antcliff of Old 
Tree Nursery, said: “We 
developed the plans for this 
project after asking the wide 
range of people who access 
our services what they 
would like to see on site. 

“What could be better 
facility than a fun-packed 
play space? It will be a place 
where everyone can let their 
imaginations run wild, get 
messy and learn, all for free. 
We are so pleased that work 
on the play space is about to 
start.” 

Executive director of The 
Veolia Trust, Paul Taylor, 
said: “We support commu¬ 
nity and environmental 
projects across the UK and 
it is always great to hear 
that one we are supporting 
is starting soon.” 


Inspirational lecturer 
picks up top accolade 


AN inspirational lecturer has received a prestigious na¬ 
tional award recognising excellence in teaching. 

Dr Sarah Sherwin, who teaches at the University of 
Wolverhampton, has been awarded a National Teaching 
Fellowship by the Higher Education Academy. Dr Sherwin 
is the Head of Community Practice at the university’s Fac¬ 
ulty of Education, Health and Wellbeing. 

The fellowship is the most prestigious individual award 
for excellence in teaching in higher education. 

She said: “I’m delighted and surprised. I feel really hon¬ 
oured to be nominated by the university and then to have 
been selected by the Higher Education Academy for this 
award. 

“It will provide a really exciting opportunity to continue 
enhancing learning and teaching at the University of Wol¬ 
verhampton and explore some really innovative ways of 
teaching.” 
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'-designed for your life 


up to 

20%off 

selected furniture - plus 

FREE BOSCH dishwasher* 


Starts 27th December 

W : 1 
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Just £99 deposit & then 
NOTHING to pay for 6 months 

19.9% APR representative 

Repay the finance in full within the 6 month deferral period & there’s no 
interest to pay (£29 exit fee) Credit is subject to application & status. 


Providing great value, quality and service since 
1981, Avanti has built its reputation on consistently 
high standards of craftsmanship and customer care. 

Visit the Avanti website and see a collection of videos 
including a factory tour and customer testimonials. 


Why choose Avanti? 


• £6.5m sales from returning customers 
and referrals for each of the last 3 years 

• West Midlands manufacturer with a great 
choice of products 

• No deposit, no stage payments, nothing 

to pay until we deliver - not including finance 

Kitchens Bedrooms and Bathrooms 


www.avantikb.co.uk 


freephone: 0800 446655 


317a Penn Road, Wolverhampton WV4 5QF Telephone: 01902 629806 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. [Business Name & Address as shown on FCA interim permission or authorisation] act as a credit broker and not the lender. 

Credit is provided by Hitachi Capital Consumer Finance, a division of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. ‘Conditions apply, details available on request 


Wolverhampton Chronicle Thursday, December 22, 2016 




























Wolverhampton Chronicle Thursday, December 22, 2016 


18 


HOROSCOPES 2017 



Aries 

(March 21 to April 20) 

Never backward in coming for¬ 
ward, this year gives you the ideal 
opportunity to display your talents 
and charm. Consider it a showreel 
for your life as you want it to be. 
Those dreams of success? Clearly 
you are determined to see them 
become reality! 

January brings freedom and the 
urge to kick out and experience 
life. 

Watch those spending sprees 
though, as the ‘feel-good factor’ 
could see you splashing the cash. 
Passionate temptations are all 
around and serious self-control will 
be called for. 

Trying not to fall in love with love 
will be hard, especially through 
summer and autumn. 

If you seek someone who is ad¬ 
venturous and spontaneous, then 
make a beeline for a Sagittarius or 
Leo. 

Looking for someone to comple¬ 
ment your softer side? Someone 
who will fan your fire? Then Libra 
and Gemini are for you. 

This could be the time that you 
start a business or develop your 
current career. 

Partner yourself with someone 
who will sort out the day-to-day 
nitty-gritty while you keep sales 
soaring. 

OVERALL: A year in which you 
decide to be yourself and a great 
deal less flexible. 

You also decide to aim high in an¬ 
ything you do. 

Shooting for the stars? 

Why not! 



Libra 


(September 24 to October 23) 

In a year of personal growth, the 
emphasis is on building on your 
strength and happiness. 

Allow yourself to be indulged and 
edified, worshipped and adored. 
Everything in your life can be 
made fairer, more harmonious and 
beautiful. 

It needs imagination rather than 
cash, which is just as well. 
Ambitious signs such as Taurus 
and Capricorn attract because of 
their dynamic attitude. 

As the year progresses, the em¬ 
phasis becomes more on stabilis¬ 
ing your position, be it in a partner¬ 
ship or on the financial side. 

Tidy up any credit cards, loans or 
loose ends. 

There may be cash in the coffers, 
but avoid spending it unless really 
necessary. 

The word ‘no’, which is not often in 
your vocabulary, becomes uttered 
more as you decide not to accept 
second best. 

Your nature means you will always 
help the weak, Libra. 

However, you have decided that 
you will no longer allow yourself to 
be taken for granted. 

OVERALL: It will be a year when 
flirting and loving see you very 
much in your element. 

You continue to make your home 
a sanctuary from that unbalanced 
outside world. Those who are look¬ 
ing for love will have fun searching 
and meet some fine folk. 


(April 21 to May 21) 

Making the most of opportunities 
at work, growing a business or de¬ 
veloping your career? 

In this new year, these run a close 
second to that wonderfully sensu¬ 
ous love life of yours! 
Determination is your middle 
name and you attract love and 
money like a magnet. So, what is 
not to like? 

One word of caution. Health. 
Burning the candle at both ends 
could see you singed. 

Make the most of that all-important 
time to rest and recharge your bat¬ 
teries. 

Pace yourself. 

You will always find time, of course, 
to enjoy the finer things in life: mu¬ 
sic, art and any sensual pleasures 
that take your imaginative fancy. 
That you have to work hard for 
these does not phase you. 
Summer is a pleasurable time and 
bonds with new people, lovers and 
family abound. 

It is now that you fully appreciate 
how important family and friends 
are to you. 

You are a desirable companion 
and lover! 

You will find fun with Virgo and 
Scorpio and fan the flames of pas¬ 
sion with Libra and Gemini. 

Enjoy. 

OVERALL: A year in which you 
manage to fruitfully combine work 
with pleasure, being both respon¬ 
sible and rather exciting at the 
same time. 

How many signs can lay claim to 
that? 



(October 24 to November 22) 

Starting this year from a strong po¬ 
sition, you see the future as a lump 
of clay waiting to be moulded. Oth¬ 
ers would spend months messing 
around and deciding what they 
want. You won’t! How great it is to 
know your true path. 

Affection is rife and mostly a two- 
way street. Some may flash by in 
their Lamborghinis, others pot¬ 
ter in their vintage delights. All, 
though, will be looking in your di¬ 
rection. 

Build up your health and energy 
for a fast run from October. 

If the cash is being splashed, try 
to make sure it isn’t yours. Indul¬ 
gence is your middle name and 
this is most likely to be shared by a 
Taurus or Pisces. 

Passions are met and form an 
imaginative journey of sensuality. 
This is nature at its best, whether 
you find it in Paris, Birmingham or 
your garden! 

The sights and sounds of the world 
inspire you so, be you a songwrit¬ 
er, poet or welder, you see creativ¬ 
ity in everything. 

Bonds are strengthened through 
play and travel. 

OVERALL: A year that is creative 
and loving. Sharing your interests 
and those of a loved one brings 
knowledge and inspiration. 

Take the time to smell the roses, 
but ignore the thorns. 

Pamper your senses with colour 
and textures in the home. 


Gemini 

(May 22 to June 21) 

An exciting mind and an excitable 
body make you one of the most 
loveable signs. Who would not 
want to be in your social circle? 
Always in demand, now you could 
be spoilt for choice. This also ap¬ 
plies to your working life, where 
chances to shine start early. Show¬ 
casing yourself in the arts or travel 
will light up your buttons! 

A year when you feel at home and 
in your element. 

For some, a hobby can give this 
outlet, but for others it can become 
an obsession. Find your best mate 
in either Libra or Sagittarius, but 
don’t let anyone keep you earth- 
bound! 

You can hear the buzz from an 
open mind miles away and will be 
attracted. Make the most of these 
fleeting but important opportu¬ 
nities to find someone special. 
Those who already have a partner 
will want to be more adventurous. 
Gathering information sounds bor¬ 
ing, which you find intolerable. 
However, with your special way of 
making words come alive and pic¬ 
tures shine out, you find a special 
niche. 

Spring and autumn alike find you 
seeking out unusual and thrilling 
new friends. 

Circulate! 

OVERALL: Remember that the 
more social effort you make, the 
reater will be your success, 
he chance to build on all of your 
relationships brings a winter of 
great satisfaction and deepest 
pleasure. 



Sagittarius 


(November 23 to December 21) 

Moons around Jupiter showcase 
its beauty, and similarly your 
friends and family circle you in a 
web of love throughout this year. 
As you receive it, share the love 
around. 

You like to have the best, the big¬ 
gest and the most amazing. How¬ 
ever, you also appreciate the rare 
and unique. New loves can be 
found, but your criteria are high. 
Spellbinding Aquarius or loving 
Libra can moon over you all they 
like. 

Look for friends where there is a 
good conversation to be had and 
where you can share in their hu¬ 
mour and experiences. 

As the autumn approaches there is 
a need for more exciting activities. 
Creativity goes hand in hand with 
travel and a possible link with 
working for a charity or raising 
funds through sport. Certainly you 
will need to burn off some of that 
high-octane energy! You work for 
yourself and your own goals, and 
if that benefits loved ones, what 
could be better? One thing you re¬ 
alise is you cannot help others un¬ 
less you help your own needs first. 

OVERALL: A year where excess 
can prevail, and not always to your 
advantage. 

Being practical is not the first thing 
on your mind when the adrenaline 
is running high. Even so, a bit of 
forward planning and care will 
avoid misfortunes. 



Cancer 


(June 22-July 23) 

Known for valuing your home and 
privacy, this year will be no excep¬ 
tion. Protection is your game and 
that applies to others as well as 
yourself. 

A surge of love and companion¬ 
ship through the spring encourag¬ 
es you to come out of your shell. 
It is a time to reach out to form 
partnerships, be they professional 
or personal. 

Sometimes the two meet and, as 
the year progresses, so does your 
attraction for someone special and 
perhaps older. 

Late spring and summer is a good 
time to seal deals and move home 
or career. This is where your in¬ 
stinct and intuition kicks in. 

The chance of a deeper love and 
understanding comes partly be¬ 
cause of efforts that were made in 
the past. However, when it comes 
to matters of the heart, there is a 
need to be more open and accept¬ 
ing. 

It can be hard to let someone into 
your life if you fear being hurt. 
Please don’t let that stop you from 
having the kind of love you have 
always desired. 

Passion with Pisces or Leo can be 
fun and challenging, but look for 
the Libran influence for truer un¬ 
derstanding. 

OVERALL: A year when you are 
asked to accept what you do not 
fully understand in personal rela¬ 
tionships. You think more deeply, 
love more deeply and go more 
with the ebb and flow of nature. 
Sound good? It is. 



Capricorn 


(December 22 to January 20) 

Winning friends and influencing 
people? Nothing new there then! 
This year is a continuation of 
your previous success, but with 
a strong element of romance and 
even passion. 

Will you be mixing business with 
pleasure? Probably not as you 
take your work seriously. However, 
that won’t rule out the possibility 
of you working very closely with 
a loved one. Love is sometimes a 
puzzle to you. Can you be both¬ 
ered to solve it? Could be worth 

our time... 

ooking for a partner? Life rather 
than work? 

The person with the right amount 
of sparkle and commitment could 
pop along at any time. 

Be prepared to go to pastures new 
(maybe even abroad) and a de¬ 
lightful accent could charm your 
senses. Virgo and Sagittarius can 
set off a spark but will Leo make 
a match? A lovely face gets you 
interested, but can they cut it with 
the serious conversation? 

Potential lovers should note that if 
they feed your mind, they will also 
fire your imagination. 

OVERALL: A year when you take 
charge both at work and home. 
Great. One important point to be 
made though. You really must 
learn to relax more and let go of all 
those preconceived ideas. 

The only barrier to happiness 
comes from within. 



Leo 


(July 24 to August 23) 

It may seem strange to start by 
concentrating on those around 
you, Leo. 

This is, however, a year in which 
your greatest happiness and sat¬ 
isfaction will come from doing just 
that. 

There is all the usual love and at¬ 
tention that you crave, but please 
pass some of it on. Much time is 
taken up with youngsters who 
show their willingness to learn. 
Love is on your tail right through to 
the autumn and perhaps beyond. 
In a partnership already? 

Then be ready to repel those 
boarders! 

Early in the spring, a hiccup either 
at home or work could leave you 
puzzled and discontented. 
Consider, rather than produce a 
knee-jerk reaction. 

Cash cannot be king when you 
don’t have enough of it. 

At times you may feel like the poor 
relative, but you rise above this 
and maybe adjust your gift-giving 
or paying for too many rounds 
(one of your nicer traits!) 

As the summer settles, helping 
and teaching others brings such 
satisfaction that a career or move 
in this direction is something to be 
considered. 

OVERALL: A year that is a wee bit 
revolutionary by your own stand¬ 
ards. 

Sometimes, though, this can lead 
us to fresher fields and new hori¬ 
zons. Your delight in children con¬ 
tinues. 



Aquarius 

(January 21 to February 19) 

Not immediately appearing to be 
a ‘mover and shaker’, it comes as 
a surprise to others when they see 
your direct and simple approach. 
This year you aim to stir up all 
sorts of preconceived ideas and 
attitudes. 

Seek, in a partner, someone who 
will understand and be happy to 
listen to your theories of life, the 
universe and everything else be¬ 
sides. 

A flighty number would soon get 
bored and fly the nest! 

Work is something that can either 
easily bore youu or totally take you 
over. 

You prefer the latter at the moment. 
Passion at home is great, but you 
also need passion for a subject or 
plan. Quite clearly genius material, 
that’s you! 

Luck is on your side for most of 
this year, and especially in the au¬ 
tumn and winter. 

Remember that, in politics, more 
than one opinion counts, as we 
are all aware. 

Pushing yours too hard could see 
you on a sticky wicket or even get¬ 
ting the birdie! 

OVERALL: A year when your pas¬ 
sions show more than usual. 

Don’t feel that you have any ex¬ 
plaining to do. 

Sometimes you need to be sin¬ 
gle-minded. 

It’s the only way to get progress 
and benefit others. 



(August 24 to September 23) 


The restlessness that typifies your 
sign is the strong point of move¬ 
ment. Constantly considering, 
plotting, changing and criticising 
those around you can appear neg¬ 
ative. Not a bit of it! 

With encouragement, you can 
work out any problem and solve 
any emotional issue. This year, 
challenges centre on love and 
wealth. 

The possibility of a boost to the 
coffers is strong, maybe from a 
long distance or brought by some¬ 
one so far unknown. 

Any new love affairs could be 
fun, passionate, but short-lived. 
Libra and Scorpio figure heavily. 
Don’t go overboard and invest too 
much emotionally until you know 
someone is firmly in your mind 
and heart. Realise that all nature 
changes and your own thinking 
along with it. 

Something that was important 10 
years ago may now have passed 
into history. 

There are possibilities for you 
grow through this year. Spoilt for 
choice? At times, yes. 

Don’t rush yourself and when you 
make a decision, make it wisely. 
From a stable base, you are able 
to experiment and be flexible. 

OVERALL: A year when you are 
happier with yourself than you are 
with others. That is a good sign 
for you, being good as you are at 
sorting priorities. There is no doubt 
of the direction both your work and 
love lives are going. 



Pisces 


(February 20 to March 20) 

Finding yourself and fulfilling your 
dreams is the mission for this new 
year. 

Last year saw some emotional 
confusion. 

You may still be looking for that 
elusive something or someone. 
No problem. So are many others 
and one of them may be looking 
for someone just like you! 

Keep away from lethargy and fine- 
tune your curiosity. 

Seek to know what, why and how 
about anything that catches your 
attention. 

It is through this that your heart will 
begin to sing again. 

Look hard, but not necessarily 
fast for someone who shares your 
hopes and attitudes. A negative 
friendship needs to be left behind. 
No longer will you accept second 
best or being taken for granted. 
Being in a state of change is ex¬ 
citing. 

Spend time with those who inspire 
and teach you how to get to where 
you want to be. This year you find 
companionship and maybe even 
love with sympathetic signs such 
as Libra or Cancer. 

OVERALL: A year full of new pos¬ 
sibilities. 

All you need is the confidence to 
pursue them. 

Easier said than done? Of course, 
but the rewards are high and the 
risk to your ego small indeed. 
Dreams need working toward. 
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Oh baby! Just look how 
much you have grown 



Tiny Joshua Taylor was born 13 weeks early 



Now Joshua Taylor, seen with his mum Nicola, is nearly 18 


HIS colour turned blue and 
he was frothing at the mouth, 
then tiny Joshua Taylor 
stopped breathing. 

Three-month-old Joshua was 
rushed into an intensive unit, 
while his mother Nicola prepared 
for the worst. 

But the baby, born 13 weeks early 
weighing 21b 2oz, survived and just 
weeks later he came home for the first 
time. Now, almost 18 years on, Joshua 
is preparing to mark his landmark 
birthday, a healthy young man. 

His mother Nicola, aged 37, said: 
“I’m so proud of Joshua, he’s shown 
the determination to battle through. 
But he’s done more than that. He 
was the smallest in his class but then 
spurted in his growth.” 

Pains 

Mrs Taylor grew up in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, meeting her husband Martin at 
the Venue in the city. The pair moved 
in together in Perton and then Coler¬ 
idge Drive, Wolverhampton. And not 
long after Mrs Taylor fell pregnant. 

“Everything was going fine until 
just before Christmas when I went to 
see the doctor over pains,” she said. 

“They said go to New Cross Hospi¬ 
tal if the pains continue, but they went 
away until a few days later when I 
went to the hospital. It all happened so 
quick, and when he was born, Joshua 
was taken away straight away. 

“I was then waiting for a call from 
the doctors to tell me he had deterio¬ 
rated, but it never came and he kept 
improving.” 

Mrs Taylor continued to visit Joshua 
while he was kept in the neo-natal unit 
and then in another ward at the hos¬ 
pital. She said: “We went back one day 
and I was holding him. 

He turned blue and began frothing 
around the mouth. My husband got 
the doctor who quickly took him away 
and rushed him into a room full of 
doctors. 


“He stopped breathing and it was a 
serious situation.” 

After Joshua came home, both Mr 
and Mrs Taylor received help from the 
hospital. When old enough, Joshua 
went to Berrybrook Primary School, 
and then Moreton Community School. 
And despite being behind his peers in 
terms of size, Joshua has caught up 


with them, now 5ft lOin. Joshua said: 
“Going through what I went through 
and surviving makes me appreciate 
life and what I have. I feel very lucky.” 

Joshua is in his second year of a 
carpentry course at City of Wolver¬ 
hampton College. He will celebrate 
his birthday on December 28 with his 
family. 


Simon opens a window 
onto new artistic talent 


HE’S previously turned 
pumpkin carving into an art 
form, but with Halloween 
well behind us, sculptor Si¬ 
mon Patel is getting into the 
Christmas spirit instead. 

The 40-year-old father from 
Primley Avenue, Walsall, is start¬ 
ing to make a name for himself 
on his estate where he lives, with 
his amazing winter scene window 
snow art. 

It started off with last year when 
he decorated his own window using 
his sculpting skills, but now dozens of 
people are getting in touch asking him 
to do their windows. 

Mr Patel, who is a house husband 
looking after his two children, said: “I 
did one for myself last year and put it 
on Facebook and since then everyone 
wants their window doing. 

“I’ve had shops asking me if they 
can come do my windows and did 
the Charlie Browns clothes shop this 
week. 

“It has gone absolutely crazy, I 
think I need to make another business 
out of it!” 

Stunning 

Simon is a keen artist and sculptor 
and spends a lot of time carving and 
making pieces in his workshop during 
any spare time he has. 

And all it takes to make the stun¬ 
ning window displays is snow spray, 
paint brushes and a Stanley knife. 

He added: “First I was doing it 
for friends and family but now I’m 
going out and doing it for complete 
strangers. 

“I’m getting about 30 friend re¬ 
quests a day! 

“I’m quite arty anyway. I just do a 
different scene each time and really 
enjoy doing it. People think I’m doing 



Halloween meets Xmas, with this design 



One of the houses he has decorated 

it with a stencil and stand but watch 
me for 10 minutes and are amazed. I 
had quite an audience outside Charlie 
Browns. 

“Everyone around my estate loves it 
at Christmastime and it will help pay 
for the presents!” 

Remarkably Mr Patel originally 



A lovely Christmas scene by Simon 



Pumpkin artist Simon with his works 


made a name for himself carving 
pumpkins using rudimentary spoons 
until he decided to take things a bit 
more seriously a couple of years ago. 

He purchased a German-manufac¬ 
tured set specifically for carving pump¬ 
kins which is sold in America setting 
him back around £150. 
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www.drinksforless.co.uk 
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The greatest variety at the 
best possible price! 


Bacardi 70cl 
£12.99 






Three Barrels Bombay Sapphire Malibu 
Brandy 70cl Gin 70cl £15.99 Pineapple 

£13.99 70cl £7.99 




Bulls 

i ' 



■ 



Baileys 70cl 
£8.99 


Courvoisier Famous Grouse 

70cl £18.99 70cl £12.00 



Captain Morgan 
Rum Dark Spiced 
and White £12.99 


Glenfiddich Jamesons Jim Beam 70cl 
Malt Whisky Irish Whisky * Black Cherry 
70cl £25.00 70cl £16.99 * Bourbon * 

Apple* Honey 
£13.99 


SniQNtKM 
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Southern Loch Ardmore 

Comfort 70cl Lomand Single Malt 

£12.99 Malt Whisky Whisky 70cl 

£19.99 £19.99 


;orona 

Ext Til 

. • 



Strongbow Dark Fruits Blossom Hill 75cl 

10 pack £9.99 Sunkissed Red or Sunkissed 

White £2.99 


Corona Lager 
10 pack £10.00 



Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all our customers 


739 Cannock Road, 
WOLVERHAMPTON WV10 8PN 
Telephone: 01902 731673 


Credit and debit cards accepted. 

VISA VISA 


Opening Times Mon-Sat 10am-1 0.30pm Sun 11.00am-1 0.30pm 
Open Christmas Day Morning - Quantity will be restricted. Offer end 24/12/16. While stocks last. 
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Band of Black Country lads had 17 top 20 hits during career 



At the height of their fame, the foursome leaving for America 


Slade later in their career in party mood 


Fans meet Don at his first home on Green Park Road, Bilston A new look after the band had left behind their skinhead days 



Drummer Don Powell. Pictures: Barry Plummer 



Slade at Heathrow airport, ready to fly out in 1972 



Glam rock personified, with Dave Hill’s glittery look 


Slade come Bak 'Ome to 
celebrate 50 merry years 



The band at the height of their powers in the early 1970s when they were always in the charts and on Top of the Pops almost every week 



In 2002 Slade received University of Wolverhampton fellowships Noddy leading from the front as always with an outrageous tie 


REPORT BY JORDAN HARRIS 

BLACK Country glam rock and 
roll icons Slade returned to 
where it all began, to look back 
on 50 years of glory. 

They are a band synonymous with 
good times whose energy-packed an¬ 
thems still rattle with the same elec¬ 
tricity as when they were first released. 

Last Friday marked Slade’s 50th anniver¬ 
sary, and to mark the milestone a show was 
held at The Robin 2, the live music venue 
in Bilston which has become the band’s 
spiritual home over the years. 

While the current Slade live experience 
might miss the inimitable howl of Noddy 
Holder on lead vocals, it has become a cel¬ 
ebration of the band’s spirit, which has al¬ 
ways been one of its key features. 

It certainly takes a lot of spirit for four 
young Black Country lads to visualise a life 
of Technicolor glam rock in front of them 
while rehearsing in Bilston. 

But listening back to the early recordings, 
they prove they were hellbent on harness¬ 
ing the escapist power of music in order to 
change their lives. 

Fashion 

Once the band got its foot in the door, 
there was no stopping them. 

Noddy Holder, Don Powell, Dave Hill 
and Jim Lea became household names, 
with songs such as Take Me Bak ‘Ome and 
Mama Weer All Crazee Now taking them to 
the top of the charts. 

However, it wasn’t just the music that 
caught people’s attention and sold millions 
of records. As the band racked up an in¬ 
credible 17 consecutive top 20 hits, they be¬ 
came notorious for song title mis-spellings, 
the rock and roll attitude of its stars and a 
unique sense of fashion. 

The greatest example of this is Noddy’s 
famous mirrored top hat, a symbol of the 
excess and brashness of the times which no- 
one else would dare attempt to pull off. 

Dave Hill also indulged with fashion ex¬ 
cesses. He favoured silver and gold outfits 
with massive platform boots. 

The band’s best-selling single, and last 
number one, is the festive anthem Merry 
Xmas Everybody, which has become so 
attached to this time of year it is hard to 
imagine going through December without 
hearing it. 

In a way, it is a perfect representation 
of the band at their peak, an unashamedly 
joyful song that reaches out to the masses 
with open arms. Their peak years were such 
a blaze of glory that it was inevitable that 


a dip would come and as the world around 
them changed and punk arrived in the 
70s, their popularity began to fade. These 
are the times when a band’s character is 
truly tested, after the fame and glory, with¬ 
out the energy of youth on their side and 
drained from years of touring and partying. 

It wasn’t long before they were back in 


the hearts and minds of the public, with a 
performance at Reading Festival in 1980 
bringing Slade to a new audience. That 
would be done again years later when Oasis 
shouted their appreciation for the band 
from the rooftops, even covering Cum On 
Feel The Noize. 

Don released his autobiography Look Wot 


I Dun in 2013 and his childhood home at 
Bilston was chosen for a visit by fans at a 
Slade convention in 2015. 

But last Friday’s show was all about look¬ 
ing back on the good times and the bad, 
reliving songs that are part of the Black 
Country’s heritage, the fashion choices that 
continue to raise eyebrows and the connec- 


Look wot you dun boys - nearly two million sales in 



In Flame, also their movie 


IN the UK, the band has sold a cer¬ 
tified 520,000 albums... 

Beginnings as Ambrose Slade, 1969; Play 
It Loud 1970; Slayed? 1972; Old New Bor¬ 
rowed and Blue 1974; Slade in Flame 1974; 
Nobody’s Fools 1976. 

Whatever Happened to Slade 1977; Return 
to Base 1979; We’ll Bring the House Down 
1981; Till Deaf Do Us Part 1981. 

The Amazing Kamikaze Syndrome 1983, 
re-released in 1984. Rogues Gallery 1985; 
Crackers - The Christmas Party Album 1985; 
You Boyz Make Big Noize 1987. Keep on 
Rockin’ 1994 - as Slade II, re-released in 2002. 


Slade sold a staggering 1.8 million sin¬ 
gles... 

1969, Wild Winds Are Blowing. 

1970, Shape of Things to Come, Know 
Who You Are. 

1971, Get Down and Get with It, Coz I Luv 
You, Look Wot You Dun. 

1972, Take Me Bak ‘Ome, Mama Weer 
All Crazee Now, Gudbuy T’Jane. 

1973, Cum On Feel the Noize, Skweeze 
Me, Pleeze Me, My Friend Stan, Merry Xmas 
Everybody. 

1974, Everyday, The Bangin’ Man, Far 
Far Away. 

1975, How Does It Feel, Thanks for the 


Memory, Wham Bam Thank You Mam, In for 
a Penny. 

1976, Let’s Call It Quits, Nobody’s Fool. 

1977, Gypsy Roadhog, Burning in the Heat 
of Love, My Baby Left Me. 

1978, Give Us a Goal, Rock ‘n’ Roll Bo¬ 
lero. 

1979, Ginny, Ginny, I’m a Rocker, Sign of 
the Times, Okey Cokey. 

1981, We’ll Bring the House Down, 
Wheels Ain’t Coming Down, Knuckle 
Sandwich Nancy, Lock Up Your Daugh¬ 
ters. 

1982, Ruby Red, Rock and Roll Preacher, 
And Now the Waltz C’est La Vie. 


1983, My Oh My, Cum On Feel the 
Noize, re-issue. 

1984, Run Runaway, Slam the Hammer 
Down, All Join Hands. 

1985, 7 Year Bitch, Myzsterious Miz- 
ster Jones, Little Sheila, Do You Believe 
in Miracles. 

1987, Still the Same, That’s What Friends 
Are For, You Boyz Make Big Noize, Ooh La La 
in LA, We Won’t Give In. 

1988, Let’s Dance ‘88’. 

1998, Merry Xmas Everybody ‘98 Remix, 
Slade vs Flush. 

1991, Radio Wall of Sound, Universe. 

2013, Everyday, re-issue. 


the UK 



One of Slade’s biggest hits 
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Creating beautiful smiles 


El 


Richard Hazzledine, RDT CDT RCS (Eng) 
Berry Street Denture Centre, 
Wolverhampton 


facebook. 


Elf 


www.beautifuldentures.co.uk 


CALL NOW FOR FREE CONSULTATION 

01902 426808 


UL DENTURES 


• Natural, Individual 
Handcrafted 
Dentures 


• Implant Retained 
Fixed or 
Removable 


• Replace your old 
dentures with Copy 
dentures 


• Emergency Repairs 
and Relines 


We offer FREE consultation 



Ian Adams’ superb Widow Twankey wore a succession of 
outrageous costumes that seemed to defy gravity 


Most of the laughs come courtesy of Adam C Booth as Aladdin’s brother, 
the accident-prone Wishee Washee 


Am yam ready? Panto 
fun wish has come true 


T.A.HFNN 



DO YOU WANT TO 
SELL your... 

Unwanted & broken jewellery? 
^gj-^Pocket watches? 

jr For CASH 


The metal prices are at their 

HIGHEST. 

Make the most of it! 


Jewellery & Watch repairs, 
Jewellery design, Valuations 

38-41 Princess Street 
Wolverhampton. WV1 1 HD 
01902 428486 

www.tahenn.com 



WHAT a Grand panto... oh yes it is! If you’re 
looking for a festive feast of fun with mag¬ 
ical music and tremendous tricks, then the 
Grand’s genie of the lamp will make your 
wish come true. 

It is without doubt the Lichfield Street theatre’s 
best seasonal show for years with a perfect balance 
of TV talent and seasoned stage performers. 

And a star is born... she yam what she yam-yam but 
‘lazy’ Doreen Tipton comes close to stealing the show as 
the Empress of China. Apparently she had to apply for the 


Empress job to keep her benefits and was rather dismayed 
to get the gig. 

Sometimes it means she has to get up before 2pm or 
miss the Jeremy Kyle show. 

With a Black Country accent so thick it could plug the 
cut, she was an instant hit with panto-goers. 

And I suspect Gill Jordan’s comic creation will be in de¬ 
mand in panto land (at least in the West Midlands) for 
years to come. 

Joe McElderry is a suitably handsome and dashing Alad¬ 
din, and those who saw him on The X Factor, Popstar To 
Operastar or on stage in Joseph know he has an excellent 
singing voice. 

Further fine vocals come from Britain’s Got Talent fi¬ 



nalist Lucy Kay as Princess Jasmine and Neal Wright as 
an American-accented Genie of the Lamp. 

Most of the laughs come courtesy of Adam C Booth as 
Aladdin’s brother, the accident-prone Wishee Washee, and 
Ian Adams’ superb Widow Twankey. 

The scene where the pair get shrunk in the wash was 
priceless. As Aladdin’s washer woman mom, Adams wore 
a succession of outrageous costumes that seemed to defy 
gravity. 

And all three of the Twankeys did defy gravity on a 
stunning magic carpet scene in which Aladdin loops the 
loop over the heads of a marvelling audience. 

Stefan Pejic’s Abanazar is an eminently hissable villain 
in the booming Tom Baker mode, gold-clad Lisa Riley 
makes for a wisecracking ballroom-dancing Slave of the 
Ring and CBeebies favourite Ben Faulks is the slapstick 
PC Ping Pong. 

Add a troupe of energetic dancers and a soundtrack full 
of pop and showtune favourites, and you’ve got one Christ¬ 
mas cracker of a show. 

It’s on at the Grand until January 22. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 



A star is born... she yam what she yam-yam but ‘lazy’ Doreen Tipton comes close to 
stealing the show as the Empress of China 


Neal Wright as an American-accented 
Genie of the Lamp 
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Snowbody could 
better this duet 



The Snowman at Birmingham Rep is a traditional wintertime family treat 


THE Snowman returns to 
Birmingham Repertory The¬ 
atre in the New Year to de¬ 
light young and old alike 
from January 11 to 15, with 
its wonderful mix of story¬ 
telling, spectacle, music and 
magic. 

For the first time this year the 
show will feature a new recording of 
the iconic song Walking in the Air in 
which the adult Aled Jones duets with 
his younger self, in a new arrange¬ 
ment by composer Howard Blake. 

The new arrangement features 
on Aled’s latest album One Voice at 
Christmas, which recently reached 
number one in the Classic FM charts, 
and will now also feature in The 
Snowman on stage. 

Aled Jones said: “Walking in the 
Air caps off such a great year for me 
and I’m thrilled to give it a new lease 
of life. Who knows, maybe we’ll get to 
the top of the Christmas chart again!” 

Howard Blake said: “This is a 
unique theatrical event whereby 
through the wonders of technology 
one can hear Aled at the age of 12 
singing with Aled as the tenor he is 
now. I am delighted that we can in¬ 
clude it in the show.” 

Based on the book by Raymond 
Briggs and the film directed by Di¬ 
anne Jackson, the stage show has 
transported generations of children 
and their families into the wintery 
world of a boy and his magical snow¬ 
man. 

The Birmingham Rep production 
features music and lyrics by Howard 
Blake performed by a live orchestra, 


choreography by Robert North, di¬ 
rection by Bill Alexander, design by 
Ruari Murchison and lighting by Tim 
Mitchell. 

The enchanting show tells the story 
of a young boy’s adventures when his 
snowman comes miraculously to life 
on Christmas Eve. Featuring a daz¬ 


zling array of colourful characters 
including dancing penguins, magical 
reindeer, a beautiful snow princess, 
her wicked beau Jack Frost and of 
course, Father Christmas himself. 

The Snowman is a Christmas treat 
for all the family and a perfect intro¬ 
duction to theatre for the very young. 



Fuller sound 
for Fall Girl 

A SINGER-SONGWRITER has released her first self-pro¬ 
duced album. Michelle Sciarrotta, who performs under the 
name Fall Girl, released debut album Arcana on digital plat¬ 
forms including iTunes, Spotify and Amazon this month. 

She says the 11-track album, which was recorded, written 
and produced in her home studio, gave her a chance to exper¬ 
iment with different styles. 

It acts as an expansion to her stripped back live sets, with 
songs she performs in front of audiences using just her voice 
and acoustic guitar fleshed out with keyboards, drums and 
more. 

Michelle, originally from Coventry, said: “This has been 
the first major project I have put together on my own, which 
is something I have quite enjoyed. It is daunting, because 
there are times when you miss working with other people. 
But what you get is the clearest representation of the sound 
you want in your head, it is less of a committee thing.” 

Record 

Michelle is a classically-trained musician who makes her 
living from performing, not only as Fall Girl but under her 
own name with a covers set, as well as working with other 
musicians including former Wolfsbane rocker Blaze Bayley. 

A launch event for physical copies of Arcana was held at 
record shop Vinyl & Vintage, on Cleveland Street in Wolver¬ 
hampton. Michelle will play her final show of the year as Fall 
Girl on December 27 at The Jam House in Birmingham. For 
more information on Fall Girl, visit www.facebook.com/fall- 
girlmusic or see fallgirl.net 


Make arena dates 
with rock legends 

CLASSIC rock fans can add ma¬ 
jor gigs in Birmingham to their 
2017 diaries. School’s Out rock¬ 
er Alice Cooper will be at the 
Barclay card Arena on November 
14 with The Mission and The 
Tubes. Before that, his shock 
rock rivals Kiss, fronted by Gene 
Simmons, play the Barclaycard 
Arena on May 8. 

Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow 
are at the NEC Genting Arena 
on June 28 and his former col¬ 
leagues bring Deep Purple to the 
Barclaycard Arena on November 
17. The Who perform Tommy 
and more at the Barclaycard 
Arena April 12 and Black Sab¬ 
bath say farewell at the Genting 
Arena on February 2 and 4. 


Osmonds join 
Brum festivities 

JIMMY Osmond brings his 
brothers Merrill and Jay to Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall on Friday 
in tribute to the late crooner 
Andy Williams, who launched 
The Osmonds with his Christ¬ 
mas Extravaganza TV shows. 

The festive variety show will 
also feature Britain’s Got Tal¬ 
ent ventriloquist Steve Hewlett 
and singer Charlie Green. 

Also on Friday night, singers 
Laura Tebbutt and Tim Howar 
join Capital Voices and London 
Concert Orchestra for White 
Christmas at the Symphony 
Hall. The same venue hosts 
Christmas By Candlelight with 
the Mozart Festival Orchestra 
on Christmas Eve afternoon. 


Musical nostalgia 
with tribute bands 

GET the festivities going with 
the sounds of three decades ago 
with tribute act Kick Up The 
80s at Bilston’s Robin 2 venue 
on Friday. Or join The Upbeat 
Beatles for a Christmas Eve 
tribute to the Fab Four at the 
Robin on Saturday. 

Also coming up at the Mount 
Pleasant venue are Thin Lizzy 
tribute Limehouse Lizzy on 
Boxing Day night, ska legends 
Bad Manners on Tuesday and 
The Dirty DC tribute to Aussie 
rockers AC/DC on Wednesday. 

Turn the clock back to Mad- 
chester in the 90s for a triple 
tribute featuring Definitely 
Maybe, Adored and Happy Mon¬ 
daze on Thursday (Dec 29). 
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FREE PARKING ON FOLD STREET 

FOR TIMES AND DETAILS SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

FESTIVE MARKETS EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY IN DECEMBER 
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FURNITURE FACTORY 

I OUTLET STORE 


ever 


PLUS 


UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


XMAS & NEW YEAR 
OPENING TIMES 

CHRISTMAS EVE.CLOSED 

CHRISTMAS DAY.CLOSED 

■ n BOXING DAY 10AM-6PM 

1 TUE27TH DEC.10AM-5PM 

| WED28TH DEC....10AM-6PM 
THU29TH DEC ...10AM-6PM 

jl 11 11 FRI30TH DEC 10AM-6PM 

f\ 1 ■ NEW YEARS EVE . 10AM-5PM 

H H H H NEW YEARS DAY 11AM-5PM 

V n A w r~l J M0N2NDJAN 10AM-5PM 

4 TUE 3RD JAN 10AM-6PM 

I U U if I-I I I I I | I WED 4TH JAN 10AM-6PM 

Evil H) III THU 5TH JAN 10AM-6PM 

ill' 0 X njQ FRI6THJAN.10AM-6PM 

v _ J \ — M — I YT SAT7THJAN.10AM-6PM 

masS ive reductions i sun sth jan ioam-4pm 



SALE £99 


SCARPIA LARGE CORNER SOFA BY LAURENCE 
jbm LLEWELYN-BOWEN 
NSP £1199 

sale £749 

ITALIAN LEATHER SOFABED IN CHESTNUT 
WITH EVERY DAY METAL PULL OUT 
ACTION MATTRESS 

NSP £799 SALE £374 

BELLISSIMO SWIVEL & 
INING ITALIAN LEATHER 
CHAIR & FOOTSTOOL 

NSP £499 SALE £219 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 



MILANO PAIR OF MODERN SOFAS IN RED - ONE ONLY 
NSP £1299 

sale £599 




SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@ £50 per month 
Total payable = £500 

% 


0 


APR 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments - 
@ £75 per month 

Total payable = £1000 


. 


IMPERIAL DOUBLE PLATINUM FINISH 
VICTORIAN STYLE BEDFRAME COMPLETE 
WITH LUXURY COIL SPRUNG ORTHO 
MATTRESS IN BELGIAN DAMASK 

NSP £899 SALE £399 

KING SIZE £50 EXTRA 



Subject to status. Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details 


EARLY BIRD BARGAINS 

MOBILITY POWER LIFT & RISE SOLID OAK FARMHOUSE 

RECLINER CHAIR IN LEATHER & FABRIC "—. . — 

NSP £799 2 ONLY SALE £299 
CLASSIC QUEEN ANNE WING CHAIR 
IN DUCK BLUE & BEIGE 
NSP £399 2 ONLY DISPLAY MODELS 

SALE £99 

LA-Z-BOY CREAM LEATHER 
2 CORNER 1 RECLINER SOFA 

NSP £2950 EX-DISPLAY TO CLEAR 

sale £599 


NSP £199 6 ONLY SALE £59 

SOLID RUSTIC OAK DOUBLE 
BEDFRAME & LUXURY MATTRESS 

NSP £799 SALE £299 


SALE £599 THE PAIR 


LA-Z-BOY QUALITY 
LEATHER & FABRIC 
RECLINER SUITES, 
SOFAS, CHAIRS AND 
CORNER GROUPS 
SALE UPTO 50% OFF 


PLUS...UP TO 75% OFF OCCASIONAL ITEMS 


mirrors, bar stools, 
lamps, pictures, 
coffee tables etc. 


KENSINGTON DOUBLE DIVAN SET WITH 
CRYSTAL BUTTONED HEADBOARD & 
MEMORY COIL SPRUNG MATTRESS 

NSP £799 SALE £399 

KING SIZE £50 EXTRA 

OTTOMAN FAUX LEATHER LIFT UP STORAGE 
BEDFRAME IN EXPRESSO BROWN. 
SINGLE NSP £399 SALE £199 
DOUBLE NSP £499 SALE £249 
KING NSP £599 SALE £299 


BUNK BED SET IN SILVER METAL 
COMPLETE WITH PAIR OF HIGH 
QUALITY SPRUNG MATTRESSES IN 
BELGIAN RICH DAMASK 

sale £239 


EVE MATTRESSES (AS SEEN ON TV) 
SINGLE WAS £349 SALE £149 
DOUBLE WAS £549 SALE £249 
KING WAS £629 sale £279 


BET5H 


HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MAH FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 
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UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 0121 557 6885 ~ ^ 

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, opening hours: ” 
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“thefastticket CHRISTMAS EVE TV DECEMBER 24 


CHOICE 



Shirley Bassey 


David Walliams Celebrates 
Dame Shirley Bassey 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

They say that parody is the 
highest form of flattery. If that’s 
the case, Shirley Bassey should 
be thrilled to bits by the way in 
which David Walliams and Matt 
Lucas paid homage to her 
during their late-1990s show 
Rock Profiles - Lucas played 
the great Dame as a diva 
claiming to have had more hits 
that she actually has. Not that 
the girl from Tiger Bay is exactly 
short of career-defining songs, 
having performed three 007 
title numbers as well as plenty 
of other show-stopping tunes 
(her rendition of Big Spender 
remains definitive, for 
instance). She turns 80 in 
January, and to celebrate that 
landmark, she shares the stage 
with Walliams, one of her 
biggest fans. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen. 

11.30 Film: A Christmas Carol. (2009) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Winter: 

Earth’s Seasonal Secrets. 2.15 Film: 

The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince 

Caspian. (2008) 4.30 Shrek the Halls. 

(R) 4.50 Film: Penguins of Madagascar. 

(2014) 

6.15 BBC News. 

6.25 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a Christmas special of the 
general knowledge quiz, with 
Lesley Joseph, Duncan James, 
Faye Tozer, Bobby Davro and Joe 
Pasquale. 

7.25 Michael McIntyre’s Big 
Christmas Show. Michael puts a 
festive spin on his weekend 
variety entertainment show, with 
live performances by Alfie Boe, 
Michael Ball, Catherine Tate and 
Harry Enfield. 

8.25 EastEnders. Phil is given some 
tough love by both Shirley and 
Denise, Linda receives 
devastating family news and Dot 
closes up for the final time. Donna 
is touched by a dinner invitation. 

9.00 David Walliams Celebrates 
Dame Shirley Bassey. The 
comedy actor hosts this special 
evening of entertainment in which 
the veteran singer performs some 
of her best-loved songs and looks 
back on her 60 years in 
showbusiness. 

10.05Peter Kay’s Christmas Comedy 
Shuffle. A festive collection of 
clips from the comedian’s TV 
career, featuring highlights from 
Car Share and Phoenix Nights, as 
well as a seasonal singalong with 
Paul McCartney. 

10.50The Vicar of Dibley. Alice 
suggests an unconventional 
nativity play starring herself and 
Hugo as Mary and Joseph, and 
adds an extra touch of 
authenticity by going into labour 
mid-performance. (R) 

11.30 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

II. 45Midnight Mass: from St Chad’s 

Birmingham. The Most Rev 
Bernard Longley, Archbishop of 
Birmingham, leads a Christmas 
Eve Midnight Mass broadcast live 
from St Chad’s Cathedral. 

1.00 Film: Surviving Christmas. (2004) 

2.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.30 

BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 Film: Mars Needs Moms. (2011) 
Animated sci-fi adventure, with the voice 
of Seth Robert Dusky. 7.40 The NFL 
Show. (R) 8.10 Film: Hans Christian 
Andersen. (1952) Musical, starring 
Danny Kaye. 10.00 Robot Wars. (R) 
11.00 Wallace & Gromit: A Close Shave. 

R) 11.30 Nigella’s Christmas Kitchen. 

R) 12.00 The Cook Who Changed Our 
Lives. (R) 1.00 Film: Splash! (1984) 
Romantic fantasy comedy, with Tom 
Hanks and Daryl Hannah. 2.45 Snow 
Chick: A Penguin’s Tale. (R) 3.45 Gorilla 
Family and Me. (R) 4.45 Gorilla Family 
and Me. (R) 5.45 Carols from King’s. 
7.00 Dad’s Army. The platoon 

challenges a rival regiment to a 
gruelling duel, involving map¬ 
reading, initiative tests, river¬ 
crossing and field-fighting, to 
prove they are fitter and better 
trained than any other troop. 
Vintage comedy with the bumbling 
Home Guard of Walmington-on- 
Sea, starring Arthur Lowe, John Le 
Mesurierand Ian Lavender. (R) 
8.00 Alan Bennett’s Diaries. A candid 
profile of the writer, following him 
in his home village in Yorkshire, to 
his community library in Primrose 
Hill and during a trip to New York. 
In a series of intimate encounters 
filmed over the period of a year, he 
reflects on his modest beginnings 
and his enduring gratitude to a 
Welfare State that paid for his 
education and looked after his 
parents in their old age. 

9.00 Film: The Lady in the Van. (2015) 
Premiere. The true story of writer 
Alan Bennett’s friendship with an 
eccentric homeless woman, whom 
he befriended in the 1970s before 
allowing her to park her 
dilapidated Bedford van outside 
his Camden home, where she 
ended up staying for 15 years. 
Comedy-drama, starring Maggie 
Smith, Alex Jennings, Roger Allam 
and Jim Broadbent. 

10.40The National Lottery Live. The all- 
important winning numbers are 
revealed. 

10.50 Christmas T0TP2 Special. Mark 
Radcliffe presents festive 
performances from the Top of the 
Pops archive, including classics by 
Slade, Wham!, Wizzard, East 17, 
Mud, the Jackson 5 and Johnny 
Mathis. (R) 

12.20 Film: Viva Las Vegas. (1964) 1.40 
Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.40 Holby 
City. (R) 3.40 This Is BBC Two. Preview 
of upcoming programmes. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 
(R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 6.55 Signed 
Stories. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.10 
Oddbods. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.25 
Nerds & Monsters. (R) 7.40 Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.55 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.10 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.25 Weekend at 
Christmas. 9.25 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

9.50 The Chase. (R) 10.50 You’ve Been 
Framed! With Bells On. (R) 11.20 Film: 
Despicable Me. (2010) 1.20 ITV News; 
Weather. 1.30 Film: Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher’s Stone. (2001) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Daniel Radcliffe. 4.20 
Film: One Hundred and One Dalmatians. 
(1961) Disney animated adventure, with 
the voice of Betty Lou Gerson. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 Blankety Blank. David Walliams 
presents a one-off special revival 
of the 1970s game show in which 
contestants and a panel of 
celebrities must identify the 
missing word in a phrase. 

7.30 Coronation Street. Aidan admits 
to Johnny he is in love with Maria 
while she heads to court, and Nick 
feels left out as Peter and Leanne 
reflect on old times. 

8.00 Birds of a Feather. Sharon, Tracey 
and Dorien head to Morocco to 
track down Travis when he goes 
missing while on his gap year. 
Comedy, starring Pauline Duirke, 
Linda Robson and Lesley Joseph. 
9.00 Grantchester Christmas Special. 
It’s the week before Christmas, 
and Sidney and Geordie are drawn 
into a case with echoes of an 
unsolved murder from nine years 
previously when a bride-to-be 
reports the disappearance of her 
groom on their wedding day. 
Drama set in the 1950s, starring 
James Norton, Robson Green, 
Morven Christie and Al Weaver. 
10.30Through the Keyhole. Keith 

Lemon hosts a Christmas special 
of the game show, as celebrity 
panellists Shayne Ward, Kelly 
Brook and Johnny Vegas are 
asked to identify the homes of the 
rich and famous. 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 

11.45 Christmas Carols on ITV. Aled 
Jones joins the congregation of St 
Chad’s church in Rochdale. 

12.40 All Star Mr & Mrs Christmas 
Special. (R) 1.30 Film: Carry On Loving. 
(1970) 3.05 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 Olive, the Other Reindeer. (R) 7.05 
Film: A Turtle’s Tale: Sammy’s 
Adventures. (2010) 8.40 Father 
Christmas. (R) 9.10 Painting the Bear 
Hunt. 9.15 Christmas Brunch. 12.15 
Jamie’s Ultimate Christmas. (R) 1.15 
The Simpsons. (R) 1.45 The Simpsons. 
(R) 2.15 The Simpsons. (R) 2.45 Film: 
Scrooged. (1988) Christmas comedy, 
starring Bill Murray. 4.40 Channel 4 
News. 4.45 The Snowman. (R) 5.15 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog. (R) 5.50 
Film: The Muppet Christmas Carol. 
(1992) Puppet comedy, starring Michael 
Caine. 

7.30 We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 

Animated adventure, based on 
Michael Rosen’s popular children’s 
story of the same name, featuring 
the voices of Olivia Colman, Pam 
Ferris and Mark Williams. 

8.00 Gogglesprogs Christmas Special. 
Young TV viewers appraise the 
year’s television programmes in 
this festive edition, from big news 
stories about the American 
Presidential election to TV’s most 
popular hits, including Strictly 
Come Dancing, First Dates and 
Planet Earth II. 

9.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown 
Christmas Special. Jimmy Carr 
hosts a festive edition of the 
comedy panel show, with guests 
Kathy Burke and Russell Howard 
joining Sean Lock and Jon 
Richardson. With Joe Lycett and 
Joe Wilkinson. 

10.00 Rude Tube Christmas Cracker 
2016. AlexZane and his canine 
companion Bah Hum-Pug present 
some of the most popular 
seasonal internet videos, including 
a rocket-powered reindeer and a 
Christmas message from Bjork. 

11.00Trigger Happy Christmas Special. 
Dorn Joly returns with a festive 
edition of the hidden-camera 
show, featuring new characters 
alongside the “big mobile man”, 
who now has a smartphone with 
appsand video-calling. 

11.30The Inbetweeners. The gang goes 
on the infamous sociology and 
geography field trip to Swanage, 
and Will takes a shine to new girl 
Lauren - but she is only interested 
in Simon. (R) 

12.05 The Inbetweeners. (R) 1.30 Friday 
Night Dinner. (R) 2.25 The Last Leg 
Christmas Special. (R) 3.20 My Crazy 
Christmas Lights. (R) 4.10 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.05 The Restoration 
Man. (R) 5.55 Prep & Landing. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.30 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 9.05 Film: Doctor Zhivago. 
(1965) 12.50 Film: The Vikings. (1958) 
Historical adventure, starring Kirk 
Douglas and Tony Curtis. 3.05 Film: 
Jason and the Argonauts. (1963) Fantasy 
adventure, starring Todd Armstrong. 

5.10 Film: Scrooge - A Christmas Carol. 
(1951) Charles Dickens’fantasy, starring 
AlastairSim. 

6.55 Andre Rieu: Christmas in 
London. A festive concert given by 
the Dutch violinist and the Johann 
Strauss Orchestra in 2015, 
featuring Christmas carols, 
popular classical pieces and songs 
including Leonard Cohen’s 
Hallelujah and the Concierto de 
Aranjuez. 

8.00 The Yorkshire Vet at Christmas. 

The veterinary documentary series 
concludes with a festive trip to 
Skeldale. Elderly farmer Jean, one 
of the show’s most colourful 
characters, makes a Christmas 
cake with ingredients that have 
been “maturing” for seven years, 
and vet Peter Wright fears the 
worst when he is called to tend to 
a cow that has collapsed. Back at 
the surgery, Julian Norton has to 
make a difficult decision regarding 
Barney, a spaniel with a huge, fast¬ 
growing tumour on his leg. The 
residents of Thirsk plan to mark 
James Herriot’s centenary by 
inviting his successors to turn on 
the town’s Christmas lights, but 
Julian and Peter face a more 
daunting challenge when they are 
asked to help find a donkey for the 
town square nativity scene. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 Eamonn & Ruth: A Million Pound 
Christmas. Eamonn Holmes and 
Ruth Langsford discover the most 
expensive ways in which people 
can enjoy the season of goodwill, 
beginning by sampling a £10,000 
advent calendar. 

10.00 Greatest Ever Christmas Movies. 

Countdown of the best festive 
films, from It’s a Wonderful Life to 
Bad Santa. Featuring contributions 
by Gremlins star Zach Galligan and 
Miracle on 34th Street’s Mara 
Wilson. (R) 

12.55 Film: Scrooge-A Christmas 
Carol. (1951) 2.25 SuperCasino. 4.00 
The Trafford Centre: Countdown to 
Christmas. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 
5.20 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.25 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 5.35 Milkshake! Bop Box. 
(R) 5.40 Peppa Pig. (R) 5.45 Paw Patrol. 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 All Aboard! The Sleigh Ride 9.00 Top of 
the Pops Christmas Hits 10.30 Roy Orbison: 
One of the Lonely Ones 11.30 Steptoe and 
Son 12.15 Top of the Pops: 1982 1.25 
Shirley Bassey at the BBC 2.25 Top of the 
Pops 3.55 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 The Nation’s Favourite Disney Song 

12.50 Film: Santa Paws 2: The Santa Pups 
(2012) 2.35 Film: Mickey’s Twice Upon a 
Christmas (2004) 4.00 The Smurfs: A 
Christmas Carol 4.25 You’ve Been Framed! 
at Christmas 5.25 Catchphrase Christmas 
Special 6.30 You’ve Been Framed! at 
Christmas 6.55 Film: The Polar Express 
(2004) 9.00 Film: Quantum of Solace 
(2008) 11.15 Family Guy 12.15 American 
Dad! 1.40 Celebrity Juice Christmas Special 
2.35 Film: Derailed (2005) 4.20 Educating 
Joey Essex: What Are You Sleighing? 5.05 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 

5.30 Christmas Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

11.45 Film: Columbo:The Conspirators 
(1978) 1.50 Hans Christian Andersen: My 
Life as a Fairy Tale 3.50 The Sound of Music 
Live! 6.30 The Making of The Sound of 
Music Live 7.00 Lewis 9.00 It’ll Be Alright on 
the Night 10.00 Michael Flatley: A Night to 
Remember 11.00 The Suspicions of Mr 
Whicher 1.05 Inspector Morse 3.00 Hans 
Christian Andersen: My Life as a Fairy Tale 
4.40 The Darling Buds of May 5.35 ITV3 
Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.10 Film: The Searchers (1956) 1.20 FYI 
Daily 1.25 Film: The Searchers (1956) 2.30 
Film: The Horse Soldiers (1959) 5.00 Film: 
Rio Bravo (1959) 7.50 Film: Cannonball 
Run II (1984) 10.00 Film: The Devil’s 
Advocate (1997) 112.50 Film: Road (2014) 
3.00 Hell on Wheels 3.45 ITV4 Nightscreen 

3.50 Tommy Cooper 4.15 The Professionals 

5.10 Minder 
E4 

11.55 Film: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick 
Rules (2011) 2.00 Father Christmas 2.35 
Prep & Landing 3.00 Prep & Landing: 
Naughty v Nice 3.25 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Inbetweeners Movie (2011) 
11.05 Gogglebox 1.10 Rude Tube Christmas 
Cracker 2014 2.15 Rude Tube 3.20 Rude 
Tube Christmas Cracker 4.10 Made in 
Chelsea Christmas 5.00 Melissa & Joey 
Film4 

11.00 Miracle on 34th Street (1994) 1.15 
Arthur Christmas (2011) 3.15 Mr Popper’s 
Penguins (2011) 5.05 Thunderbirds (2004) 

6.50 Knight and Day (2010) 9.00 Last Vegas 
(2013) 11.10 The Transporter (2002) 12.55 
Rear Window (1954) 3.15 Close 
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CHRISTMAS DAY TV DECEMBER 25 25 


CHOICE 



Peter Capaldi 


Doctor Who 
(BBC1, 5.45pm) 

It’s been a bleak year for 
Whovians. Instead of having a 
full series to enjoy, there’s been 
nothing apart from spin-off 
series Class. It’s been delightful, 
but it’s just not the same as 
having some Tardis action to get 
your teeth into. But, as they say, 
absence makes the heart grow 
fonder, and as Steven Moffat 
(who bows out as the 
showrunner next year) has had 
an extra 12 months to work on 
this single episode, we’re 
expecting big things. Not that 
the BBC is letting fa ns know too 
much about it - as with previous 
episodes, it’s only giving away 
the barest essentials. So we’ll 
see Peter Capaldi’sTime Lord 
travel to New York, where he 
comes face to face with a 
mysterious superhero called 
The Ghost. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 9.00 CBeebies The 
Nutcracker. 9.45 Legend of the 
Boneknapper Dragon. (R) 10.00 
Christmas Day Service - Live from 
Bristol Cathedral. 11.00 Songs of Praise: 
Christmas Big Sing. 11.40 BBC News; 
Weather. 11.50 Film: The Croods. (2013) 

1.20 Shaun the Sheep: The Farmer’s 
Llamas. (R) 1.50 Top of the Pops 
Christmas. 2.50 BBC News; Weather. 
3.00 The Queen’s Christmas Broadcast. 
3.10 Film: Frozen. (2013) 4.45 The Great 
Christmas Bake Off. 5.45 Doctor Who. 

6.45 Strictly Come Dancing Christmas 
Special. Tess Daly and Claudia 
Winkleman host the festive 
special, with previous contestants 
Denise Lewis, Frankie Bridge, 
Pamela Stephenson, Ainsley 
Harriott, Gethin Jones and Melvin 
Odoom. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Christmas 
special, in which the nurses of 
Nonnatus House travel to South 
Africa to help the struggling staff 
of a mission clinic faced with 
closure. Sinead Cusack guest 
stars. 

9.30 EastEnders. Any hopes of a merry 
Christmas seem slim with Phil’s 
health deteriorating rapidly, Lee 
struggling with the burden of his 
secrets and the return of none 
other than Max Branning. 

10.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys Christmas 
Special. Grandad’s health causes 
concern, Mrs Brown steps in when 
a fire at the salon leaves Rory and 
Dino with nowhere to work, while 
Dermot faces stiff competition to 
win a contract. 

11.00 The Best of Tracey Ullman’s 
Show. Highlights from the 
comedy sketch show, as well as 
some brand new material, 
including a look at what would 
happen if Clare Balding was left in 
charge of BBC’s Christmas 
schedules. 

11.30 BBC News; Weather. 

11.45 On Christmas Night. Don 

Warrington reads the bible story of 
the shepherds’ visit to the Christ 
Child. 

11.50 Would I Lie to You? At Christmas. 

With Richard Osman, Tom 
Courtenay, Sara Pascoe and Chris 
Kamara. (Ft) 

12.20 Have I Got a Bit More 2016 News 
for You. 1.05 Citizen Khan. (R) 1.35 
Film: While You Were Sleeping. (1995) 

3.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 3.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.40 Countryfile. (R) 7.35 Film: The Cat 
in the Hat. (2003) 8.50 Film: Tom 
Thumb. (1958) 10.20 Film: Bee Movie. 
(2007) 11.40 Carols from King’s. (R) 

12.55 Wild Tales From the Village. (R) 

1.55 The Good Life. (R) 2.25 Film: The 
Artist. (2011) Oscar-winning silent 
drama, starring Jean Dujardin. 4.00 
Dancing the Nutcracker-Inside the 
Royal Ballet. 5.30 Sign Zone: The 
Queen’s Christmas Broadcast. (R) 5.40 
The Morecambe and Wise Christmas 
Show-1976. (R) 

6.45 Christmas University Challenge. 

Alumni of Magdalene College, 
Cambridge, and St Hilda’s, Oxford 
compete in the penultimate first- 
round match of the special run of 
Christmas episodes. Jeremy 
Paxman hosts. 

7.15 Blackadder’s Christmas Carol. 

Kindly Victorian pushover 
Ebenezer Blackadder is visited by 
the Spirit of Christmas and gains 
an insight into the dastardly deeds 
of his ancestors. Starring Rowan 
Atkinson. (R) 

8.00 Dad’s Army. Pompous Captain 
Mainwaring proves he is a softie at 
heart by organising a Christmas 
treat for the struggling senior 
citizens of Walmington-on-Sea. 

(R) 

8.30 Gospel Christmas. Gregory Porter 
and Beverley Knight host a concert 
from St John at Hackney, London, 
featuring the London Community 
Gospel Choir, the House Gospel 
Choir performing in front of a live 
audience, with guest vocalists 
including Katy B, Shaun Escoffery 
and vocal quintet Vade. 

9.30 Victorian Bakers at Christmas. 
The bakers prepare Victorian 
Christmas recipes, including 
twelfth cakes, bread-based punch, 
roasts to feed entire communities, 
and mince pies made with either 
beef or tripe. 

10.30 Ql XL. Sandi Toksvig and Alan 
Davies are joined by Josh 
Widdicombe, Susan Caiman and 
Matt Lucas for an extended festive 
special, with a series of tough 
questions on the subject of Noel. 

11.15 Film: Great Expectations. (2012) 
An orphan is given the chance to 
rise through high society with the 
assistance of a mysterious 
benefactor. Period drama, with 
Jeremy Irvine and Helena Bonham 
Carter. 

1.15 Film: A Hard Day’s Night. (1964) 

2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.20 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (Ft) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 6.55 
Sooty. (R) 7.10 Oddbods.(R) 7.15 
Oddbods. (R) 7.20 Almost Naked 
Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost Naked 
Animals. (Ft) 7.45 Horrid Henry. (R) 8.00 
Horrid Henry. (R) 8.15 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.25 Weekend at Christmas. 9.25 
Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 9.55 
Film: Despicable Me 2. (2013) 11.55 
Film: Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets. (2002) 3.00 The Queen. 3.10 
Film: The Lion King. (1994) Disney 
animated musical, with the voice of 
Matthew Broderick. 4.55 ITV News; 
Weather. 5.15 You’ve Been Framed! 
Harry’s Naughty List. 5.45 Emmerdale. 

6.45 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of 
Dogs at Christmas. The comedian 
visits Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 
at Christmas, and tries to get a 
snaggle-toothed shih tzu the royal 
seal of approval when the Duchess 
of Cornwall drops by to open a 
new building. Paul also arranges 
an ultrasound for a heavily 
pregnant pug cross and nurses a 
dog with painfully bowed legs. 

7.45 ITV News; Weather. 

8.00 Coronation Street. Leanne is 
thrilled when Toyah returns to the 
cobbles, while Peter and Nick wind 
up brawling in the street, and 
Bethany collapses in the ginnel 
from an overdose. 

9.00 Maigret’s Dead Man. Rowan 
Atkinson stars as the Parisian 
detective in the second in a run of 
adaptations of Georges Simenon’s 
books. Maigret is distracted from a 
string of attacks on three wealthy 
farms by a series of anonymous 
phone calls from a man who 
claims a gang is trying to kill him. 
He and his trusty associates 
LaPointe and Janvier go in search 
of the caller, which leads them to 
the discovery of a body that has 
been dumped out of a car. Maigret 
is convinced the corpse is the man 
who phoned him - but his face has 
been mutilated, making it 
impossible to confirm his identity. 

11.00 Film: Love Actually. (2003) 

Interlinked tales of several people 
in search of love. Richard Curtis’s 
romantic comedy, with Hugh 
Grant, Martine McCutcheon, 

Emma Thompson and Colin Firth. 

1.30 Film: King Kong. (2005) 4.25 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 Prep & Landing: Naughty v Nice. 

(R) 6.40 The Bear. (R) 7.10 Painting the 
Bear Hunt. 7.15 Film: Animals United. 
(2010) 8.55 The Simpsons. (R) 9.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 9.50 The Simpsons. (R) 

10.20 The Simpsons. (R) 10.50 Ice Age: 
A Mammoth Christmas. (R) 11.15 
Painting the Bear Hunt. 11.20 Father 
Christmas. (R) 11.50 The Snowman. (R) 

12.20 Film: The Sword in the Stone. 

(1963) Disney animated adventure, with 
the voice of Rickie Sorenson. 2.05 The 
Alternative Christmas Message. 2.15 
Channel 4 News. 2.20 Film: It’s a 
Wonderful Life. (1946) Fantasy drama, 
starring James Stewart. 4.55 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog. (R) 5.25 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. (R) 

6.00 Film: Home Alone. (1990) A boy 
has to fend for himself when he is 
accidentally left behind after his 
family jets off to Paris for 
Christmas. The youngster initially 
enjoys his freedom, but is soon 
forced to resort to ingenious 
booby traps to defend the family 
home from two dim-witted 
burglars. Comedy, starring 
Macaulay Culkin, Joe Pesci, Daniel 
Stern, John Heard, Catherine 
O’Hara and John Candy. 

8.00 Travel Man: 48 Hours in 
Florence. Rebel Wilson joins 
Richard Ayoade on a rapid-fire 
tour of the Italian city, taking in as 
much as they can in just two days. 
They race past iconic works of art 
including Botticelli’s Venus and 
Michelangelo’s David, take in 
some street art, go on a rafting trip 
down the River Arno, climb to the 
top of the city’s cathedral and dine 
on a traditional tripe sandwich. 
9.00 Gogglebox 201 6. A look back at 
some of the highlights of this 
year’s series, featuring regular 
armchair presenters Leon and 
June, Christopher and Stephen, 
and the Michaels family offering 
their thoughts on popular and 
topical TV shows. 

10.30 Alan Carr’s Christmas Chatty 
Man. The host is joined for this 
Christmas special by guests 
including Tom Daley, Gary Barlow, 
Dannii Minogue and Martin Kemp, 
with music from Emeli Sande and 
Robbie Williams. 

12.35 Film: Four Christmases. (2008) 
2.05 Rude Tube Christmas Cracker 
2016. (R) 3.05 Very British Problems at 
Christmas. (R) 4.00 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.00 Supershoppers. (R) 

5.25 The Restoration Man. (Ft) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.10 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Festive Fun. 

6.15 Shimmer and Shine. 6.40 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.00 Angelina Ballerina. (R) 

7.20 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
7.35 Film: An American in Paris. (1951) 
Romantic musical, starring Gene Kelly 
and Leslie Caron. 9.50 Film: On the 
Town. (1949) Musical, starring Gene 
Kelly, Frank Sinatra and Jules Munshin. 

11.50 Film: Scrooge. (1970) Musical 
fantasy, starring Albert Finney. 2.10 
Film: The Wizard of Oz. (1939) Musical 
fantasy, starring Judy Garland. 4.10 
Film: Singin’ in the Rain. (1952) Musical 
comedy, starring Gene Kelly. 

6.15 Britain’s Favourite Xmas Songs. 

A countdown of popular songs 
that are guaranteed to make any 
Christmas party go with a swing. 
Highlights include the Jackson 5’s 
Santa Claus Is Coming to Town, 
Greg Lake’s I Believe in Father 
Christmas, the Waitresses’ 
Christmas Wrapping and the 
Pogues and Kirsty MacColl’s 
Fairytale of New York. Is Mud’s 
Lonely This Christmas past its sell- 
by date? Will Jona Lewie ever Stop 
the Cavalry? And where would any 
Christmas party be without Slade 
and their classic anthem Merry 
Xmas Everybody? But which one 
will top the nation’s festive chart? 
Featuring contributions by artists, 
producers, video directors, 
composers and journalists, who 
shed light on the creation of the 
songs and their accompanying 
videos. (R) 

8.30 When Celebrities Go Pop. A 

countdown of the 40 most 
memorable musical efforts by 
celebrities who have decided to 
diversify into music. The 
programme features 
performances by MrT, Katie Price, 
Vinnie Jones, Sam Fox, Eddie “The 
Eagle” Edwards, David Hasselhoff, 
an assortment of soap stars and 
Christopher Lee, who embarked 
on a second career as a heavy- 
metal singer in his 80s. 

10.30 Film: Dallas Buyers Club. (2013) 
Premiere. A man diagnosed with 
HIV sets up an organisation to 
smuggle drugs for treating the 
condition into the US. Fact-based 
drama, starring Matthew 
McConaughey and Jared Leto. 

12.45 Greatest Ever Christmas Songs. 

(R) 1.10 SuperCasino. Live interactive 
gaming. 3.10 Chris Tarrant: On the Xmas 
Express. (R) 4.00 Now That’s Funny! (R) 

4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.40 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 King Lear 10.10 The Good Old Days: 
Christmas 1976 11.00 Top of the Pops 
Christmas Hits 12.00 Old Grey Whistle 
Test: 70’s Gold 1.30 All Aboard! The 
Sleigh Ride 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 You’ve Been Framed! With Bells 
On 11.35 Emmerdale 12.00 Coronation 
Street 1.05 Film: The Polar Express 
(2004) 3.10 You’ve Been Framed! 4.15 
Catchphrase Christmas Special 5.15 
Minion Madness 5.30 Film: One Hundred 
and One Dalmatians (1961) 7.15 Film: 

Mr Bean’s Holiday (2007) 9.00 Film: 
Bridget Jones: The Edge of Reason 
(2004) 11.15 Family Guy 1.10 American 
Dad! 2.05 The Cleveland Show 2.30 
Film: Not Another Teen Movie (2001) 

4.10 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
5.00 Planet’s Funniest Animals 5.45 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.30 Film: Carry On Cleo (1964) 1.25 
Film: Carry On Girls (1973) 3.15 Film: 
Carry On Camping (1969) 5.05 Film: 
Carry On Up the Jungle (1970) 7.00 
Film: Carry On Cowboy (1966) 9.00 
Film: Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973) 
11.00 Film: The Sting (1973) 1.40 Film: 
The Four Musketeers (1974) 3.35 
Wycliffe 5.00 Doctor at Large 5.25 
Movies Now 5.35 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

11.30 Film: The Green Berets (1968) 

2.20 Film: Dunkirk (1958) 5.05 Film: 
Where Eagles Dare (1968) 8.10 Film: 
Jaws: The Revenge (1987) 10.00 Film: 
Body of Lies (2008) 12.35 Film: The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo (2011) 3.30 Hell 
on Wheels 4.15 The Wine Show 5.10 
Goodwood Classic Cars 

E4 

11.25 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 11.30 Baby 
Daddy 12.30 How I Met Your Mother 

2.30 The Goldbergs 3.00 The Big Bang 
Theory: Festive Guests 6.00 Frozen at 
Christmas 7.00 The Snowman 7.35 The 
Snowman and the Snowdog 8.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The 
Inbetweeners 2 (2014) 11.00 The 
Inbetweeners 1.20 Tattoo Fixers at 
Christmas 2.25 Virtually Famous 
Christmas Special 3.10 The Inbetweeners 
3.35 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Rio (2011) 12.50 Ice Age: Dawn of 
the Dinosaurs (2009) 2.35 Cheaper By 
the Dozen (2003) 4.25 The Princess 
Diaries (2001) 6.35 The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel (2011) 9.00 Thor (2011) 

11.15 Your Highness (2011) 1.20 Vertigo 
(1958)4.00 Close 
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COROVIN 


r 


SINGLE BED SIZE 

DOUBLE BED SIZE 

KING BED SIZE 

(ScSUD ®B 
aeaBSDB 


HEINZ 

400ML 

KETCHUP 

SSSP £1.29 

Latifs 

0SPB 


CELTIC SPRING 
500ML SPRING 
WATER 
12 PACK- 

SSSP £2.99 

Latifs ©0pg 




LENOR 
ULTRA 
SENSITIVE 
190 WASH 
FABRIC 

CONDITIONER 

SSSP £12.99 

Latifs 

aas© 




Terms & conditions apply. • See in store for more details. • Pictures for illustration purposes only. 


BILSTON 

Dxdale Street, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 



MORPHY 
RICHARDS 
SPIRALIZER 
EXPRESS 

WAS £39.99 

Latifs 

SO0b000 



0800 OO 92 555 • vyww.latifsxo.uk 


- 4pm BIRMINGHAM STORE Sunday opening 11am - 5pm OPEN TO PUBLIC! NO MEMBERSHIP! 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

BOXING DAY 
Captain Phillips, ITV, 9pm 

An American cargo ship sets a dangerous course 
around the coast of Somalia, while inland, four men 
are pressed into service as pirates by the local 
warlords. The captain is taken hostage when the 
raiding party hijacks the vessel, resulting in a tense 
five-day crisis. Fact-based thriller, starring Tom Hanks 
and Barkhad Abdi. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, ITV, 7.30pm 

The teenage wizard is chosen to represent Hogwarts 
School in a dangerous magical tournament. Fourth 
instalment of the fantasy saga, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe and Robert Patti nson. (2005) 



WEDNESDAY 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix, ITV, 
7.30pm 

The young wizard struggles to convince his fellow 
sorcerers that the evil Lord Voldemort has returned to 
life. When Hogwarts headmaster Dumbledore is 
ousted in favour of a sadistic replacement, Harry 
realises he must take matters into his own hands, 
uniting his fellow pupils to form a secret army and 
training them for the inevitable confrontation to come. 
Adventure sequel, starring Daniel Radcliffe. (2007) 

THURSDAY 

Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull, BBC1,11.20pm 

The globe-trotting archaeologist races against Soviet 
agents to find a mysterious artefact of untold power. 
Action adventure sequel, starring Harrison Ford and 
Cate Blanchett. (2008) 

FRIDAY 

Captain America: The Winter Soldier, BBC1, 
8.30pm 

The superhuman soldier becomes an operative for 
secret intelligence agency SHIELD, but grows 
suspicious of their motives. Following a battle with a 
mysterious cyborg assassin, he and fellow Avenger 
Black Widow become fugitives, and try to bring down 
a sinister conspiracy. Comic-book thriller sequel, 
Evans, 


Money matters in this 
mystery tale of murder 


I TV may have brought us the 
definitive version of Hercule Poirot, 
but the BBC feels like the small 
screen home of Agatha Christie. 

It has adapted the Miss Marple 
cases, and broadcast adventures 
based on the Tommy and Tuppence 
characters last year, as well as a 
blockbusting version of And Then 
There Were None. 

The latter was shown during the 
festive season, and this year, there’s 
another all-star Christie feast for fans - 
this take of her classic short story, The 
Witness for the Prosecution. 

‘And Then There Were None made a 
huge impact last year, garnering great 
reviews and audiences of over eight 
million,” remarks executive producer 
Karen Thrussell. “We’re thrilled to be 
reunited with Sarah Phelps as she 
takes on another iconic title, an 
incendiary courtroom drama that will 
keep you guessing right to the very 
end. The source material is so strong, 
and we hope the end result will be 
every bit as striking as And Then 
There Were None.” 

The Witness for the Prosecution is 


no stranger to screen treatment, of 
course. The BBC made the first 
version way back in 1949; a US 
version made it to TV in 1953, the 
same year it was first produced as a 
stage play. 

Perhaps the most famous adaptation 
came in 1957 when it was turned into 
a movie by none other than the 
legendary Billy Wilder, who cast 
Charles Laughton, Marlene Dietrich 
and Tyrone Power (in his final 
completed part) in the lead roles. 

Then, in 1982, another TV drama 
followed, this time featuring an all-star 
cast that included Ralph Richardson, 
Deborah Kerr, Donald Pleasence and 
Wendy Hiller. It was recently 
announced that Ben Affleck will direct 
and star in a future take on the tale. 

Filming for the latest production based 
on the story took place in Liverpool this 
summer and sees Toby Jones, Andrea 
Riseborough, Kim Cattrall and David 
Haig taking lead roles. 

‘With the long terrible shadow of the 
Great War falling across the rackety, 
feral 1920s, The Witness For The 
Prosecution is a compelling story of 


deceit, desire, murder, money and 
morality, innocence and guilt, 
heartbreak and - most painful and 
dangerous of all - love,” says Phelps. ‘At 
the centre of this dark and tangled net 
is the astonishing character of Romaine, 
a noir heroine for all our times.” 

Romaine is an enigmatic chorus girl 
and the partner of Leonard Vole, a 
young chancer who has been accused 
of the brutal murder of the enormously 
wealthy Emily French. She’s been 
found in her handsome 1920s London 
residence and, having left her fortune 
to Vole, he certainly had a motive to 
kill her. 

Vole is convinced that Romaine can 
prove his innocence, but he is in for a 
terrible surprise... 

“Combining Sarah’s brilliance with 
the excellent and skilful eye of our 
director, Julian Jarrold, we expect to 
deliver a show that will thrill both 
audiences who have enjoyed Christie’s 
work before and those who are coming 
to it for the first time,” claims Hilary 
Strong, CEO of Agatha Christie Ltd. 

Let’s hope her verdict is the right 
one! 



The Witness for the Prosecution, Boxing Day, BBC1,9pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


BOXING DAY 
Still Open All Hours 
BBC1,8.30pm 

Granville and Gastric find themselves playing 
marriage counsellors, while Leroy adopts a festive 
disguise to avoid relationship trouble of a different 
kind. Meanwhile, Mrs Featherstone struggles to get 
into the Christmas spirit and Kath attempts to bring 
the street together as one harmonious choir of 
carollers to beat Finkle Street once and for all - but 
does Granville have a trick up his sleeve to help 
them out? David Jason, Tim Healy, James Baxter 
and Stephanie Cole star. 

TUESDAY 

There’s a Croc in My Kitchen 
Channel 5,8pm 

Documentary following people around Britain who 
keep predatory wild animals as unusual pets. Chris 
Weller from Kent owns a crocodile, and spent 
£20,000 converting his house to accommodate the 
dangerous reptile, while in Gloucester, Patricia and 
her sons live with a serval, a big cat that is one of 
Africa’s deadliest hunters. Jim and Chris own a 
20-stone Komodo dragon, while Terry fears his pet 
lynx Pudding may have been poisoned. Devon 
resident Andre owns a wolf hybrid that shares her 
bed - but fears he may be on his last legs. 


WEDNESDAY 
Jonathan Creek 
BBC1, 9pm 

It’s not quite a Christmas ghost story, but there’s 
definitely a spooky element to Jonathan’s latest 
case, which centers on Daemons’ Roost, the home 
of a 19th-century sorcerer who claimed to be able 
to summon the powers of Hell. The property now 
belongs to horror film director Nathan Clore (played 
by Ken Bones, which is arguably an even better 
name for a gore maestro) who summons his 
stepdaughter Alison (Georgie Lord) home so he 
can explain exactly what happened to her family 
there when she was a child. Unfortunately, Clore 
suffers a debilitating stroke before he can , r . 
come clean, leaving Alison to try to piece 
together the mystery together herself. 

Jonathan may be just the man to help 
her, but his wife Polly (Sarah Alexander) 
believes he’s already got enough on his 
plate. Meanwhile, the Reverend i 
Wendell Wilkie (Warwick Davis) also 
finds himself drawn into the mystery. 


animals that live in snowy conditions and have 
adapted to survive in cold weather. The programme 
features polar bears raising their cubs, owls keeping 
their supplies of food hidden under a layer of snow, 
penguins that huddle together for warmth, and 
wolverines and ravens working alongside each 

other to find food. He also takes a look 
- ^ at the lives of animals associated 
with Christmas, including robins and 
> reindeer, revealing the truth behind 
' * the story of Rudolph’s red nose. 


1 


Chi 

Ch 


4 


THURSDAY 
Life in the Snow 
BBC1, 8pm 

Gordon Buchanan goes in search of 


Jonathan Creek, Wednesday, BBC1,9pm 


FRIDAY 

Noel’s Sell or Swap 
Live 

Channel 4,7pm 

Children of the 
1970s and 1980s 
might remember 
Noel Edmonds’ 

I Saturday 
| morning TV 
show Multi 
Coloured Swap 
r Shop which, in 
the days before 
the internet, 
gave kids a 


chance to offload their junk by exchanging it for 
someone else’s. So, prepare to feel nostalgic as 
Noel hosts this familiar-sounding programme, in 
which guests get a chance to bid on an eclectic mix 
of items. The owners will also be there to explain 
why they are getting rid off their stuff - it might be 
an unwanted present, something bought in haste, 
or the cause of a series of family rows. Or perhaps 
they just thought it would be more fun to be on the 
TV then to sell it online. Either way, Noel and his 
SoS team are here to help. 

Judi Dench: All the World’s Her Stage 
BBC2, 8pm 

She’s one of Britain’s greatest actors and has also 
been dubbed ‘the second most popular woman in 
Britain’ (presumably the Queen pipped her to the 
top spot). Now this documentary, narrated by Colin 
Salmon, looks back over her remarkable 60-year 
career, and finds out just why she has become 
such an institution. The actors sharing their 
memories of working with her include Daniel Craig, 
Sir Ian McKellen and Billy Connolly, who reminisces 
about the time he though Judi was falling for him on 
the set of Mrs Brown. Former Miss Moneypenny 
Samantha Bond reveals that she had to calm 
Pierce Bronsnan’s nerves before his first scene with 
the legendary actress. 


See yourself in a 
Kitchen like this? 

ff 




Buy Now And Get Up To 50% Off 

Also Replacement Doors / Worktops / Sinks, Taps and all appliances 

selected ranges only * 

THE KITCHEN FACTORY SHOP 

762 Stafford Road, Fordhouses Wolverhampton 

Tel: 01902 785414 


ci-5 p 

Sat 9.00 am-12.00 pm. Sun CLOSE 


j? 11 



WANTED 

^0LD°*NSW^ 

We really want the things you don’t 



‘Help us provide incredible hospice & Neurological care’ 

DOWNSIZING OR DO YOU NEED MORE SPACE? 

We urgently require good quality furniture and electrical 


goods for our Local shops. Free collections 
Please telephone 

Wolverhampton 01902 713714 




j Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 




Don't Get Caught out with 
Blocked Drains or Toilets 
this Festive Season * & 


"We C teQ r jplip™in£Tat 0 
Unbeatabl^gnces"^^ 

Call us now 

on 07904 975048 
or 07909 441677 

freeflowservices@hotmail.com 
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PUZZLES 


27 


BRAIN GYM 


No.409 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

D 

2 

H 

G 

B 

5 

Q 

K 

7 

P 

8 

N 

Y 

10 

Y 

11 

z 

12 

A 

13 

w 

14 

J 

15 

s 

16 

O 

17 

E 

18 

1 

19 

V 

20 

u 

21 

F 

22 

c 

23 

X 

24 

T 

25 

M 

26 

R 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Service chiefs? 

(4,7) 

9. They may be black 
or white pelts (7) 

10. Get to a stretch of 
the river (5) 

11. The car that creates 
records (5) 

12. His choice will get 
cross (7) 

13. Father’s attempt to 
be a kind of cook 
( 6 ) 

15. Scarcity of thread, 
perhaps (6) 

18. Train that is brought 
to absolute rest (7) 

20. Excel in striking a 
note (5) 

22. It comes back to 
beat a giant (5) 

23. At least a soldier 
will be (7) 

24. A case of mixed 
dates (11) 


Down 

2. Turn out a bad 
scholar? (5) 

3. She puts on other 
people’s clothes (7) 

4. Result of a 
questionable 
action? (6) 

5. All-male crew of a 
novel boat (5) 

6. Person goes 
round a nuclear 
establishment (7) 

7. Fit to take 
possession (11) 

8. Time may be on its 
side (6,5) 

14. Don’t allow 

bitterness to remain 

(7) 

16. Perhaps ore is 
turned up on 
wearing away of the 
soil (7) 

17. Soldier with papers 
in order (6) 

19. The keynote of 
medicine (5) 

21. Is in too much hurry 
to use the letter- 
opener? (5) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Being tested (2,9) 
9. Stupid (7) 

10. Engine (5) 

11. Bit (5) 

12. Feeling (7) 

13. Spent (6) 

15. Mourn (6) 

18. Harbour (7) 

20. Unsullied (5) 

22. Proportion (5) 

23. Ingenuous (7) 

24. Disbelief (11) 


Down 

2. Sound (5) 

3. Withdraw (7) 

4. Squabble (6) 

5. Time (5) 

6. Exterior (7) 

7. Indignation (11) 

8. Insobriety (11) 
14. Raze (7) 

16. Narration (7) 

17. Filament (6) 

19. Smell (5) 

21. Upright (5) 


Niner 


Sudoku 
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8 

2 
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8 
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3 
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2 


4 
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3 


9 

6 

2 


7 
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3 

1 


3 


4 

6 
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LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Crossbar; 5 Spot; 9 
Anti; 10 Overcome; 11 Dowry; 12 Raiders; 13 
Grappling iron; 18 Narrates; 19 Fifi; 20 Realize; 
21 Sarah; 22 Last; 23 Stipends. Down: 2 
Rancour; 3 Stirrup; 4 Advertisement; 6 Pioneer; 

7 Treason; 8 Trying; 13General; 14Airways; 15 
Placid; 16 Inflate; 17Off-hand. QUICK-Across: 

I Communal; 5 Wash; 9 Keen; 10 Relevant; 

II Calms; 12 Edifice; 13 Glamorousness; 18 
Vertical; 19 Mine; 20 Revenue; 21 Anger; 22 Silt; 
23 Recalled. Down: 2 Overall; 3 Minimum; 4 An 
eye for an eye; 6 Avarice; 7 Hotness; 8 Remiss; 
13 Governs; 14 Arrival; 15 Orient; 16 Nominal; 

17 Sincere. 


Which religion’s holy book is the Guru 
Granth Sahib? 

Which sporting entertainers were 
founded in 1927 by Abraham 
Saperstein? 

What, in the SI system, replaced the 
erg? 

Which singer’s autobiography is called 
Take Me Home? 

What was Queen Victoria’s residence on 
the Isle of Wight? 


6. Which king of England was James VII of 
Scotland? 

7. Who provides the voice for wicked 
Uncle Scar in The Lion King? 

8. Whose band were the Crickets? 

9. Which US state is nicknamed the 
Garden State? 

10. Who originally conducted the Three 
Tenors? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Eight; 2 Elgar; 3 Jack Straw; 

4 St. Bernadette; 5 A monkey; 6 Guy 
Gibson; 7 Anna Pasternak; 8 Carpathians; 
9 Barbarossa; 10 Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome. 

Niner: GERANIUMS 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


9628745 gives a hard rock, 
13784 gives a hard stone, 
9674 gives small stones. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 



slimmingworld.co.uk 

0344 897 8000 


FALLINGS PARK 

3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
Fallings Park Methodist 
Church 

Wimbourne Road 
Rachel 07794 065666 
FORDHOUSES 
5pm & 7pm 
Fordhouses Methodist 
Church 

Winchester Road 
Jade 07545 558125 
WEDNESFIELD 
9.30am & 11.30am 
Pickering Road Community 
Centre 

Pickering Road 
Dawn 07756 234690 

FRIDAY 

FALLINGS PARK 

9.15am 

Fallings Park Methodist 
Church 

Wimbourne Road 
Rachel 07794 065666 

COVEN 

9.15am 

Coven Memorial Hall 
Brewood Road 
WV9 5DL 

Dawn 07848 412313 

SATURDAY 

WEDNESFIELD 

8.30am 

Wednesfield Methodist 
Church 

Wood End Road 
Debbie 07900 190270 


Slfiwnim 


NEW GROUP 

from 9th Jan 

St. Gregory's Church 
Blackhalve Lane 
Lisa 07429 583921 

MONDAY 

SHORT HEATH 

9am & 11am 

5pm & 7pm 

Short Heath Methodist 

Church 

Wesley Road 

Elaine 07939 818513 

OXLEY 

5pm & 7pm 

Church of Epiphany C of E 

Lymer Road 

Jade 07545 558125 

PORTOBELLO 

5pm & 7pm 

Portobello Church 

New Street 

Debbie 07900 190270 

WEDNESFIELD 

7pm 

St Patrick's Church 
Wolverhampton Road 
David 07903 418911 

TUESDAY 

BENTLEY 

3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
St Andrew's Church 
Wolverhampton Road West 
Liz 01902 351280 

BUSHBURY 

5pm & 7pm 

London Midlands Railway 
Club 

Bushbury Lane 
Elaine 07939 818513 

EAST PARK 

5pm & 7pm 

East Park Methodist Chuch 
Brooklands Parade 
Dawn 07848 412313 


ESSINGTON 

5pm & 7pm 
St John's Church Hall 
Hill Street 
Gill 07923 946145 

WEDNESFIELD 

7pm 

Wednesfield Methodist 
Church 

Wood End Road 
Helen 07495 647916 

WEDNESDAY 

FALLINGS PARK 

7pm 

Old Fallings Park 
Reformed Church 
Old Fallings Lane 
Debbie 07400 992662 
NEW INVENTION 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
The Victory Club 
Lichfield Road 
Gill 07929 346145 
WEDNESFIELD 
3pm, 5pm & 7pm 
Pickering Road 
Community Centre 
Pickering Road 
Dawn 07756 234690 
WILLENHALL 
9.30am, 5pm & 7pm 
Willenhall Chart Centre 
Gomer Street 
Liz 01902 351280 

THURSDAY 

ASHMORE PARK 

5pm & 7pm 
St Albans Church 
Griffiths Drive 
Tina 07891 733039 

BLOXWICH 

7pm 

Sneyd Community 
Association 
Vernon Way 
Kim 07900 982494 



HIGH 


WHM 




STREET 


. 


Watch 

Batteries Fitted 


£ 2.00 


UEWELLERYi 


ERAIRS 


Wide selection of 
Gold, Diamond and 
Silver Jewellery 

Unwanted Gold 
Bought for Cash 

Wide selection of Watch 
Straps FROM £3!!! 




W 


Units 53/54 

1 LST L IM OPENING TIMES: 

j ■ ■ i T Monday, Thursday 

Indoor Morkct Friday & Saturday 

8 am - 4.30 pm 


Tel: 01902 401454 
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eating out 



Hot dog with a difference - Mac and Cheese Dog 


Burger Priest in busy spot in Wolverhampton city centre 


Are you sitting comfortably - variety of seating choices 





High Priest Burger - one of the many choices 


Praise be! It's a Priestly burger 


IN the beginning, there was the 
burger, and the burger was. . . 
well, not very good. 

It’s fair to say that it has taken the 
UK some time to master the hamburg¬ 
er. Once the only options you were Mc¬ 
Donalds, Wimpy, and the kind of hot 
food vans you get at Wolves matches. 

Not exactly an embarrassment of riches. 
Eventually Burger King came along and 
upped the burger game somewhat. 

Then The Gourmet Burger Kitchen ar¬ 
rived and changed all that, reasoning that 
if you were going to be a burger chain, then 
people might be willing to pay a bit more 
money and come back for more if the burg¬ 
ers were, you know, actually half-decent. 

And so burgers got posh. Rather than 
the embarrassingly perfunctory slabs of 
meat and processed cheese on offer at high 
street fast food establishments, you now get 
things like dry-aged steak, smoked Apple- 
wood cheese, onion jam, truffle mayonnaise 
and avocado. 

The success of Gourmet Burger Kitchen 
proved that there was a market for Fancy 


Pete Cashmore tucks in 


Dan poshburgers, and indeed the subse¬ 
quent rise of Five Guys, of which there are 
two in Birmingham, proved that you could 
apply the posh burger ethos to a fast food 
environment and make it work. 

Any city worth its salt has at least one 
posh burger joint in its midst, and it was 
with this in mind that, a few months back, 
Wolverhampton welcomed Burger Priest. 
How could it possibly fail? It’s in a prime 
location opposite House Of Fraser, with a 
whole load of footfall due to the fact that 
the Man On The Oss is around the corner. 

Which is why it’s puzzling that when my¬ 
self and my dinner date arrived at 8pm on 
a Saturday, the place was ah but deserted, 
with more serving staff than customers. 

It may well be that we were in some kind 
of post-dinner, pre-chucking out time lull, 
or that word of mouth hasn’t started work¬ 
ing for Burger Priest yet. What this at least 
meant was that we got to take up one of the 
sofas in the funky interior - there are sofas, 
regular tables and high-stool diner-style 


counters to choose from. As we entered, 
Rosanna by Toto was playing on the music 
system which I took as a good sign. Largely, 
I was proved correct. 

It’s a fascinating proposition, is Burger 
Priest, with a menu full of the weird and 
the eccentric and the occasionally down¬ 
right loopy. If you wanted, for example, 
you could feast on something called the 
Surf’n’Turf Burger, six ounces of meat 
patties on a bun, with lobster tail meat and 
seafood sauce. 

Trimmings 

Another option might be the Mac and 
Cheese Dog, which as the name suggests 
is a Frankfurter sausage on a bun, topped 
with crispy bacon and macaroni and cheese. 
I think it’s fair to say that one has enough 
stodge for anyone. 

My comrade and I decided to play it safe 
and go for the Altar Burger, one each, 
which is simply a double-patty burger with 
bacon, smoked Applewood cheese and ah 
the salad trimmings. You have the option 
of piling on some extras at no extra cost if 
you feel the need, which I obviously did, and 


so I decided to throw in a layer of sauteed 
mushrooms too - sauteed onions, bell pep¬ 
pers and beef tomato are among some of the 
other choices. 

Now, initially I had intended to just get 
a burger and fries, but at the last minute I 
had a rush of blood to the head and decided 
that my side should be salted beef poutine, 
consisting of French fries in meat gravy 
with cheese curd. 

Well it seems like Burger Priest subscribe 
to the American model of meat patty - ba¬ 
sically, shape a big lump of beef until it is 
roughly round and then slap it on the grill 
with the minimum of frills and let it go. The 
smoked cheese is, I would argue, the per¬ 
fect cheese to accompany a burger, and the 
bacon was thick and rustic. 

Burger Priest definitely isn’t for everyone 
- it’s loud, it’s funky, it’s a bit brash and 
you have to be prepared to literally get your 
hands dirty. My suggestion to them would 
be to provide their customers with multiple 
wet wipes and then they’d be nudging true 
greatness. Even so, they claim to treat their 
meaty products with a touch of the divine, 
and in me, they have a new convert. 



NATIVE 

MONSTER 


nativemonster 

The new entertainment website for the region 


Entertainment Unleashed 





























Tips to help 
keep festive 
pot plants 
at their best 

Hannah Stephenson offers tips 
on how to keep a festive favourite 
looking its best 

POINSETTIAS are the symbol of Christmas, their tra¬ 
ditional red bracts bringing festive cheer to the home - 
and now Poinsettias come in a range of colours, includ¬ 
ing light pinks and creams, which would complement 
more subtle decor. 

Some six million plants are sold in the UK in just 
three weeks in the run-up to Christmas Day, with 80 
per cent snapped up in the final shopping weekend, 
according to grower group the British Protected Orna¬ 
mentals Association. 

Caroline Marshall-Foster, editor of The Florist 
magazine, suggests an alternative way of decorating 
with poinsettia is to arrange 
a row of them in simple cop¬ 
per-coloured pots along the 
mantelpiece or the window¬ 
sill, or to dot a few potted 
poinsettias among lush green 
garlands of pine and spruce. 

Celebrity florist Larry Wal- 
she says that using metal¬ 
lic-coloured containers can 
instantly add a hint of Christ¬ 
mas luxury to your poinsettia. 

“A bit of sparkle makes 
Christmas. Accessorise your 
arrangement with gold-leafed 
candles and glassware and you 
have the perfect festive table decoration.” 

Yet so often poinsettias wilt before the Christmas 
guests start arriving. So, how do you keep them going? 

1. Make sure you buy a healthy plant whose roots are 
not spilling out through the base of the pot. 

Check where it is located when you buy it because 
plants that have been stood outdoors a long time may 
fail. 

Unwrap them as soon as you get them home. 

2. Place them in a light spot, but not in direct sun¬ 
light. 

If direct sunlight hits the plant, reposition it. 

Poinsettias should be kept warm, ideally between 
13-22C. Don’t place them in draughts and avoid cool 
rooms. 

3. The most common cause of failure is over-water¬ 
ing. 

Let the upper half of the compost become dry before 
watering thoroughly. 

This may mean letting the water drain away and 
then watering it again. 

Don’t let them stand in water. 

4. Mist the leaves frequently as poinsettias (Euphor¬ 
bia pulcherrima), which are 
native to Mexico and Central 
America, need moist air. 

5. If your poinsettia starts 
to wilt and is as dry as a bone, 
soak the rootball in warm 
water, which may revive it. 

As well as the traditional 
red varieties, you can also buy 
poinsettias in pink and white 
or with lighter green leaves. 
Try the stunning white Princ- 
ettia ‘Pure White’, a new 
addition to the Thomson & 
Morgan range (£14.99, www. 
thompson-morgan.com) or 
the popular cream type ‘Regina’. 

If poinsettias just don’t take your fancy and you’d 
like to try something new, alternatives include the 
Christmas cactus, hippeastrum and orchid. Two new 
orchids, Phalaenopsis Purple Princess - a dainty type 
with two to three flower spikes which produce a spray 
of 3-4cm mauve flowers - and Phalaenopsis ‘Kleopatra 
4’- which has cream flowers with intensely deep pur¬ 
ple spots - have recently received the RHS Award of 
Garden Merit. 

For more information on poinsettias, visit www. 
Christmas- star .info 

BEST OF THE BUNCH - Holly 

This evergreen shrub is another Christmas must- 
have, its bright berries adding festive cheer to a pleth¬ 
ora of indoor decorations. 

But it is also a valuable shrub in the garden and you 
can get unusual and more decorative varieties includ¬ 
ing variegated types with gold or silver-splashed green 
foliage, as well as types with yellow, orange or black 
berries. 

Nearly all types are male or female, so you’ll need 
one of each to ensure berries unless you have neigh¬ 
bours who also grow holly in close proximity in their 
garden. 

The most popular type, Ilex aquifolium, is an up¬ 
right shrub with 5-10cm long leaves. The male variety 
‘Golden Queen’ offers green leaves with gold splashes, 
while the female ‘Argentea Marginata’ has white-edged 
leaves. Holly will thrive in any reasonable garden soil 
in full sun or partial shade. If you are growing holly as 
a hedge, trim it in spring. 
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Euonymus will grow in all sorts of soils in both sun and partial shade 


All-year shrub will bring 
colour to winter gardens 


BEST OF THE BUNCH - Euonymus 

WHILE the deciduous varieties of euonymus, 
such as E. alatus, grown for its red autumn 
foliage, evergreen varieties of this shrub are 
invaluable, both to add all-year interest in the 
border and as a great contrasting feature in win¬ 
ter pots, alongside winter heathers, pansies and 
dwarf conifers. 

Euonymus will grow in all sorts of soils in 
both sun and partial shade. Variegated types 
are the most noticeable, including E. japonicus 
‘Aureopictus’, which has yellow leaves with a 
green rim and ‘Ovatus Aureus’, which has a yel¬ 
low rim. As well as making great ground cover 
plants, some types can be used as climbers, cling¬ 
ing like ivy, such as the silver-edged variety E. 
fortunei ‘Silver Queen’, which reaches up to 3m 
(10ft) against a wall, while other tall-growing 
specimens can be used for hedging. Variegated 
types prefer full sun and little or no pruning is 
required. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Windowsill herbs 

YOUR herb garden may be looking a bit sorry 
for itself at this time of year, but you can still 


have the fresh taste of herbs by growing some 
on your windowsill indoors. 

If you have mint or chives in the garden, dig 
up some roots to force on a warm windowsill. 
Soon enough, they will start growing again. For 
a really easy life, buy pots of fresh herbs from 
the supermarket and they should keep growing 
if you water them and keep cutting them little 
and often. It’s also easy to grow herbs indoors 
from seed, including annuals such as chervil, co¬ 
riander, basil and parsley. Just sow them thinly 
in pots and let them grow. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 

:: Plant bare-root and container grown roses 
and transplant any established roses you want 
to resite. 

:: Create an inexpensive hedge by taking hard¬ 
wood cuttings and inserting them directly into 
the growing site. 

:: Prune autumn-flowering shrubs over three 
years old as they finish flowering. 

:: Drain surface pumps in the pond and have 
them serviced if necessary. Or else clean, dry 
and grease before storing. 


Planning ahead is sure 
to bring rich rewards 


By Hannah Stephenson 

CREATING a vegetable patch, 
whether on a large piece of 
ground or within a smaller raised 
bed, can bring rich rewards if you 
plan carefully. 

Growing compatible crops together 
is likely to reap richer harvests, while 
not treading soil from one bed to an¬ 
other and keeping your tools clean be¬ 
tween use will help keep soil healthy 
and reduce the likelihood of the spread 
of pests and diseases. 

The idea behind crop rotation is that you 
avoid planting the same crop in the same 
bit of ground more than one year in four to 
stop root diseases building up and to make 
the most of resources such as manure, 
which is only needed for certain crops but 
not for others (like root crops). 

Crops which can be grown together in¬ 
clude legumes (peas and beans), comprising 
peas and broad, French and runner beans; 
the onion family, including garlic, leeks, 
onions, shallots and spring onions; roots 
and tubers, including carrots, parsnips, 
beetroot, potatoes and tomatoes; and bras- 
sicas (cabbage family), featuring Brussels 
sprouts, cabbages, Chinese greens, pak choi, 
radish, cauliflowers, swedes and turnips. 

Green veg which require regular wa¬ 
tering can be separated from less thirsty 
root crops, lettuces are often grown with 
cabbage family crops as they need organic 
matter, nitrogen fertiliser and regular wa¬ 
tering. 

Perennial veg like rhubarb and asparagus 
are best kept out of crop rotation beds. 

Nutrients 

Squeeze quick-growing crops of lettuce 
and other salad leaves wherever they will 
fit, using them as a catch crop between 
slower-growing types such as winter bras- 
sicas. 

By swapping the main groups of vege¬ 
tables around in a regular order, you can 
make best use of the nutrients in the soil 
because different crops need different 
amounts of nutrients. 

If you’re starting a new plot or creating 
raised vegetable beds, prepare the ground 
thoroughly, digging to break up compacted 
soil and weeding thoroughly. 

Then add bulky organic matter before 
planting season starts. It may be better to 
do this in spring, using compost as a surface 
mulch. 

If you have an existing vegetable plot, dig 
it over each winter, inverting lumps of soil 
to bury annual weeds, but leave the clods 
intact. Frost and rain will break them down 
and leave a crumbly soil by spring. 

On light, sandy soils, wait until spring 
before digging. Sandy soils may also need 
liming regularly to give them a neutral pH. 
If in doubt, buy a soil tester to test the pH 
of your soil. 

The four-year rotation is a good tech¬ 
nique which is easy to plan. Divide your 
plot into four separate sections if you have 
space, and then operate a four-year rotation 
on each. 



The idea behind crop rotation is that you avoid planting the same crop in the same bit of ground more than one year in four 



If you have an existing vegetable plot, dig it over each winter 


Keeping tools clean will help keep soil healthy 


A typical example might be: 

Year One 

Plot A - potatoes 

Plot B - pea family 

Plot C - Cabbage family 

Plot D - onions and roots. 

Year Two 

Plot A - pea family 

Plot B - cabbage family 

Plot C - onions and roots 

Plot D - potatoes 


Year Three 

Plot A - cabbage family 
Plot B - onions and roots 
Plot C - potatoes 
Plot D - pea family 
Year Four 

Plot A - onions and roots 

Plot B - potatoes 

Plot C - pea family 

Plot D - cabbage family 

On smaller plots, conventional crop rota¬ 


tion is not practical, so just aim not to grow 
the same crop on the same patch of ground 
any more often than you need to. 

Separate the main crop groups as far as 
possible. 

Grow potatoes, onions and the cabbage 
family on a different area each year and fit 
other crops around them. 

Keep a yearly plan as to what crops you 
have grown where - and you won’t go far 
wrong. 
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Most extreme school run for Kodiaq 



The off-road route features nud and water crossings Part of the extreme run the Jones family has to make to get the children to school 


British parents spend almost nine weeks 
of their lives ferrying kids to and from the 
school gates, according to new research 
from Skoda. And for many - over a third 
(36 per cent) of UK mums and dads - the 
‘school run’ is the most stressful parental 
duty that they undertake. 

However, whilst traffic (64 per cent) is the 
most common obstacle facing people on 
their daily commute, spare a thought for those 
living in the most remote parts of the UK. 
According to Skoda’s study, in the furthest 
flung places such as the Scottish Highlands 
and Welsh Valleys, delays to school runs 
caused by hazards such as flooding rise by 
as much as 18 per cent against the national 
average (56 per cent vs 38 per cent). 

Livestock on the roads also causes issues. 

In the county of Sutherland in the far north 
of Scotland, and in the mid Wales county of 
Ceredigion, an average of one in ten parents 
regularly has to stop to bypass rogue sheep 
and cattle - almost twice as often as any other 
rural location. 

On the back of these figures, Skoda sought 
out the country’s ‘most extreme school run’ 

- a nationwide search for the family facing 
the toughest terrain and obstacles - to put its 
brand new large SUV, the Kodiaq, through its 
paces in the UK for the first time. 

Step forward the Joneses, a farming family 
based in Pontrhydfendigaid, Ceredigion, 
Wales. 

Nestled amongst stunning picture-postcard 
scenery, the Jones’ land even features its 
own waterfall. However, despite beautiful 
appearances, their location also offers up 
problematic driving obstacles than cause 


the family delays of anywhere between ten 
minutes and two hours. 

Dad William often has to use his chainsaw 
to help remove fallen trees, whilst ice and 
floods also present regular challenges - with 
a broken-down lorry blocking the road for 
two solid days last year. The Jones’ cottage, 
Cwmmoiro, sits within its own micro-climate, 
meaning it can be snowing at home when it is 
raining at the children’s school. 

Mum Sarah Jones explained: “Every day 


when we wake up we don’t know what we’re 
going to come up against on our school run, 
which is part of the fun of living up here really. 
We could take our horse Willow, but a 4x4 
makes things so much easier.” 

Prior to its secretive arrival in Wales from 
the Czech Republic, the seven-seater Skoda 
Kodiaq had completed over a million miles of 
testing in some of the most extreme climates 
around the world. In what was a typically 
wet and windy day in Pontrhydfendigaid, 


that testing was the perfect preparation. 

The Joneses got to experience the Kodiaq’s 
outstanding 4x4 functionality, cutting across 
the valley via a slippery off-road route that 
features lots of mud and water crossings. 

Sarah Jones concluded: “We were hugely 
impressed with the Kodiaq and our journey 
to school was the smoothest we’ve ever 
experienced. It tackled flooded areas and hills 
with ease and we enjoyed the headroom and 
nice little extras such as the heated seats. The 


seven seats would definitely come in handy 
for collecting our children’s school mates and 
when they’re not being used, we can pop our 
dogs in the back. The kids really want us to 
buy one now!” 

Watch the Jones’ extreme school run here: 
skoda.uk/ExtremeSchoolRun 

Skoda’s first seven-seater SUV will start from 
just £21,495 and will be available in four trim 
levels with five engine options, two and four- 
wheel drive, and manual or DSG gearboxes. 
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AvailableCar Cannock 


The West Midland’s largest Car Supermarket 
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Over 5000 cars from £3000 to £23000 
at AvailableCar.com and 
the West Midland’s largest 
Car Supermarket in Cannock. 

Over 30 brands without visiting 
30 different garages. 

Every car covered by our 

7 Day Price Promise and 
our World Class Service! 




Over 1000 cars 

under £7000 

or less than £151 per month 

O / Representative 

#. y /o apr 


Hire Purchase Representative Example 
60 Monthly Payments of £150.06 

On The Road Price £6999.00 

Customer Deposit NIL 

Amount of Credit £6999.00 

Interest Charges £2004.60 

Total Amount Payable £9003.60 

Fixed Interest Rate 5.73% 

Duration of Agreement 60 months 
Representative APR 10.9% APR 


11/11 Chevrolet Spark 1.0 + 

11/11 Kia Picanto 1.1 Domino 

11/11 Vaux Agila 1.2 S 

11/11 Ren Meg 1.6 WT Exp 

11/61 Vaux Corsa 1.0EFS 

12/62 Hyundai 1101.2 Act 

10/60 Ren Twingo 1.6 WT RenSp Cup 133 

12/63 Peug 1071.0 Act 

12/12 Ren Clio 1.2 DynTomT 

13/63 C'ltrC11.0 VTR 

12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 S 

13/63 Ford Ka 1.2 Studio Connect 

11/61 Suzuki Swift 1.2 SZ3 

12/63 Peug 1071.0 Act 

13/63 Rat Punto 1.2 Easy 

12/63 Fiat Panda 1.2 Pop 

10/10 Ren Clio 1.2TCE DynTomT 

09/59 VW Polo 1.4 80 Match 

10/10 Vaux Zafira1.6WT Energy 

13/13 Peug 1071.0 Allure 

10/10 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Bluetooth 

13/63 VW Up 1.0 Take Up 

11/11 Ren Meg Coup 1.6 WT Dyn TomT 

12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Excl 

10/60 Fiat 5001.2 Sp 

14/14 Citr Cl 1.0 Ed 

13/13 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Ice 

12/62 Rat5001.2Pop Blue&Me 

14/14 Citr Cl 1.0 Ed 

14/63 Vaux Corsa 1.0 E/F Sting 

13/63 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Move with Style 

14/14 NissanMicral.2Visia 

12/12 VWPolol.270S 

11/11 Peug 2071.6 HDi Allure P/Roof 

11/61 Vaux Meriva 1.4 SE P/Roof 

14/63 Citr Cl 1.0 Platinum 

11/61 Ford Resla 1.4 TDCi Zetec 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi 

12/61 Citr C41.6 HDi 90 VTR+- 

14/64 Skoda Citigo 1.0 SE 

14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 

10/60 Ren Scenic 1.5 dCi 1061-Music 

13/13 Fiat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy 

12/61 Seat Ibiza Est 1.4 SE Copa 

13/13 Vaux Corsa1.2SE 

12/62 Citr C31.4 HDi VTR+ 

14/14 MG MG31.5 VTi-TECH 3Style 

13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi 

13/62 Rat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy 

14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 

14/64 Seat Mil 1.01 TECH 

12/12 Ford Resta 1.6 TDCi Edge ECOnetic II 

12/63 Rat 5001.2 Lounge 

12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi 

13/63 Rat 500 0.9 TwinAir Colour Therapy 


£3,199 12/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Ford Sync £6,299 

H 12/63 Hyundai 1101.2 Style £6,299 

15/65 Nissan Micral.2 Visia £6,299 

■■ 14/63 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Energy EM 

£4,499 14/64 Citr Cl 1.0 VTi Feel £6,299 

£4,499 13/13 Citr C31.6 e-HDi 90 A/D VTR+ £6,299 

HI 14/64 Ford Ka 1.2 Metal Connectivity Pk £6,299 

15/15 Peug 1081.0 Access 1^6^99 

£4,799 12/62 Citr C31.6 e-HDi 90 W Excl £6,299 

£4,799 13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Ford Sync £6,299 

£4,799 15/15 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,299 

£4,899 14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 Des £6,299 

£4,999 14/63 Rat 5001.2 S £6,299 

£4,999 14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SXi £6,299 

£4,999 11/11 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi £6,399 

£4,999 12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,399 

£5,199 14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ £6,399 

£5,199 14/14 Fiat 5001.2 Colour Therapy £H| 

£5,299 13/13 Vaux Meriva 1.4 Excl £6,399 

15/15 Citr C31.0 PureTech VT £6,499 

n 13/13 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,499 

Mm 15/65 Kia Picanto 1.01 Air £6,499 

Bn 14/14 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,499 

BQ 14/64 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Sting £6,499 

Bn 13/13 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,499 

£5,499 13/63 Rat Punto 1.4 Multiair Sping £6,499 

£5,499 12/12 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura £6,499 

£5,499 14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ £6,499 

£5,499 13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTr E/F SXi S/S £6,499 

£5,499 13/13 Nissan Note 1.4 N-Tec+ £6,499 

Mam, 14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi £6,499 

■■ 13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style £6,499 

Bn 13/63 Peug 2081.4 HDi Act Nav £6,499 

«■ 14/14 Seat Ibiza Coup 1.4 Toca £6,499 

Mm 13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTi E/F SXi £6,499 

H 13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec £6,599 

£5,799 14/63 Vaux Adam 1.2 Jam Technical Pk £6,599 

£5,799 14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi £6,599 

£5,799 14/64 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,599 

£5,799 11/11 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S Street/City Pk £6,599 

£5,999 12/62 Vaux Meriva 1.3 CDTi E/F Tech Line Nav£6,599 

£5,999 14/64 Peug 1081.0 Act £6,599 

EBB 13/63 Kia Picanto 1.25 2 A £6,699 

£5,999 13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,699 

13/63 Citr C41.6 VTi 120 VTR+ £6,699 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed £6,699 


when new 

£18390 


14/14 Vaux Adam 1.2 Jam Technical Pk £6,799 
13/ 63 Vaux Zafira 1.6 WT Excl £6,799 

13/63 VW Up 1.0 High Up £6,799 

14/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style £6,799 

13/13 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura £6,799 

10/60 Toyota Avensis 1.8 V-Matic TR Nav £6,799 
13/13 Vaux Meriva 1.3 CDTi E/F Tech Line £6,799 

13/63 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,799 

12/11 Ford Fiesta 1.4 TDCi Zetec £6,799 

14/14 Vaux Adam 1.4 Jam Technical Pk £6,799 
13/63 Vaux Meriva 1,4T 120 Excl 
13/63 Citr C31.2 VTi Selection £6,799 

13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,799 

13/13 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi £6,799 

12/62 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Edge £6,899 

14/64 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act £6,899 

13/13 Kia Rio 1.4 3 £6,899 

13/63 Citr C31.6 VTi 120 Excl ETG £6,999 

14/64 Fiat 5001.2 Lounge Leather £6,999 

13/61 Honda Civic 1.4 l-VTEC SI £6,999 

14/14 Hyundai 1101.0 Prem £6,999 

10/10 Mazda MX-5 Conv 1.8 SE £6,999 

13/63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi 90 Ace £6,999 

12/62 Peug 2081.6 e-HDi 92 Allure £6,999 

12/12 Ren Meg Tourer 1.6 dCi 130 Dyn TomT £6,999 
13/63 Skoda Roomster 1.6 TD1105 SE £6,999 
13/13 Vaux Astra 1.7 CDTi 130 E/F Excl 
14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed 
13/63 Vaux Meriva 1.7 CDTi 130 Excl 
11/11 VW Polo 1.4 SEL DSG 
13/63 Citr C31.6 VTi 120 Excl 
12/12 Citr DS31.6 e-HDi 90 W DStyle 
15/15 Fiat 5001.2 Pop 
14/64 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
13/13 Ford Resta 1.5 TDCi Zetec Ford SyncNav£6,999 


11/11 Chevrolet Spark 
1.0 + 5dr 


11 plate 


when new 

£8640 





our price 

£3199 


13/63 VW Up 1.0 High Up 
15/15 Nissan Micra 1.2 Ace 
14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act 
13/13 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SE A 
14/64 Fiat Panda 1.2 Lounge 
13/63 Peug2081.2VTiAccess+ 
15/64 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SXi 
13/63 Citr DS31.2 VTi DSign 
14/64 Ford Ka 1.2 T 
13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ 


12/12 Hyundai 1301.6 CRDi Blu/D Class 
13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Act 
12/62 Ren Scenic 1.6 WT Dyn TomT 
14/14 Vaux Adam 1.4 Jam Technical Pk 
13/13 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT SRi A 
14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed 
13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi 
13/13 Vaux Zafira 1.6 WT Excl 
10/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 Technik 
13/63 Ford Resta 1.5 TDCi Style 
13/63 Kia Venga 1.4 Eco 2 
13/13 Peug 3081.6 HDi Act Nav 
13/13 Toyota Auris 1.33 Dual WT TR 
12/62 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Act 
13/13 Vaux Astra Est 1.7 CDTi 110 E/F SRi 
13/63 VW Up 1.0 High Up P/RoofSps Pk 
14/14 Citr C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 90 VTR+ 
12/12 Citr DS31.6 VTi 120 DStyle+ 

14/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 
12/12 Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec App Pk 
13/63 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura 


We constantly check and adjust our prices 
to make sure they’re competitive and fair. 

Visit AvailableCar.com for latest prices 
of over 5000 cars and much, much more. 




455 

PRICES 

SLASHED 

THIS WEEK! 


OUR SMALL PRINT 


No Additional RIP OFF Fees! 

Unlike many car dealers WE DO NOT CHARGE EXTRA 
for our inspections and checks, valet and number plates. 


Over 1600 

Small Cars 

over 300 diesels 


15/64 Abarth 5001.4 T-Jet 
13/63 Audi All.6 TDIS Line 
13/63 Audi A1 Spback 1.6 TDIS Line 
14/64 Citr Cl 1.0 VTi Feel 
13/63 Citr C31.4 e-HDi AirD VTR+ EGS 
13/63 Citr DS31.2 VTi DSign 
14/14 Citr DS31.6 e-HDi 90 DStyle 
14/64 Citr DS31.6 VTi 120 DStyle+ 

12/12 Fiat 5001.2 Lounge 

14/64 Fiat 5001.2 S 

10/10 Fiat Panda 1.4100HP 

16/16 Ford Fiesta 1.0 E/BI 00 T 

13/13 Ford Resta 1.0 EB125 T City Pk 

13/63 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Studio 

10/10 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec CityPk 

14/64 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 

12/62 Ford Fiesta 1.4 T 

14/14 Ford Resta 1.5 TDCi Zetec 

14/14 Ford Fiesta 1.6 E^B 180 ST-2 Style Pk 

15/65 Ford Resta 1.6 T P/Shift 

13/63 Ford Ka 1.2T 

14/64 Hyundai 1101.0 SE 

14/63 Kia Picanto 1.0 2 

13/13 Mazda Mazda21.3 Tamura 

14/64 Mini Cooper 1.5 A 

13/63 Mini Cooper Conv 1.6 2dr Pp/Pk 

13/63 Mini Countryman One 1.6D Pepper 

15/15 Nissan Micra 1.2 Ace 

13/63 Peug 1071.0 Allure 

11/11 Peug 2071.4 Act 

14/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Access+ 


OverlOOO 

Medium Cars 

over 300 diesels 


14/14 Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB 120 Progression £8,999 
15/15 Alfa Giulietta 2.0 JTDM-2150 Excl £12,499 
12/12 Audi A3 2.0 TD1140 Black Ed Tech Pk £12,299 
15/64 Audi A3 Saloon 1.6 TDI Sp 17in Alloys £16,699 
09/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 TDI SE £8,299 

10/59 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 Technik £6,999 

12/62 Audi A3 Spback 2.0 TD1140 Sp £11,699 
12/12 Audi A3 Spback 2.0 TD1170 Quattro £10,699 
16/65 Bmw 1116d 1.5 Sp Nav £15,299 

14/64 Bmw 1116d 2.0 M Sp Red LthrSun £14,999 
14/64 Bmw 1116i 1.6 MSp £15,999 

13/63 Bmw 1118d 2.0 SE £11,399 

15/15 Bmw 1120d 2.0 Sp £16,999 

12/12 Bmwl Coup 118d 2.0 Sp Plus Ed 2dr £11,599 
12/61 Citr C41.6 HDi 90 VTR + £5,799 

13/13 Citr DS41.6 e-HDi 115 A/D DStyle £9,399 
13/63 Ford Focus 1.0E/B100 Zetec App Pk £8,799 
16/16 Ford Focus 1.0 E/B125 Zetec Nav App £11,999 
15/65 Ford Focus 1.5 TDCi T Nav £13,199 

16/16 Ford Focus 1.5TDCi Zetec S AppPk2 £13,299 
13/63 Ford Focus 1.6105 Zetec - 


when new 

£19340 




£11841 


13/63 Peug 2081.2 VTi Allure P/Roof 
13/63 Peug 2081.4 HDi Allure £7,799 

13/63 Peug 2081.6 e-HDi Allure £7,799 

14/63 Ren Clio 1.2 Dyn MedNav £7,399 

13/13 Ren Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dyn MedNav £8,799 
12/12 Ren Twingo 1.2 Dyn £4,599 

15/64 Seat Ibiza 1.4 SE £7,099 

13/63 Seat Ibiza Coup 1.4 Toca £6,499 

13/13 Seat Mil 1.0 Sp P/Roof £5,999 

16/16 Skoda Citigo 1.0 SE ASG £7,599 

14/14 Suzuki Splash 1.0 SZ3 £5,499 

13/63 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i Mode £4,699 

15/64 Toyota Aygo 1.0 WT-i X-Pression £6,699 
13/13 Toyota Yaris 1.5 WT-i Hybrid T4 CVT £8,499 
14/64 Vaux Adam 1.4 Glam £7,999 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.0 E/F S £5,899 

12/62 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Excl £5,399 

14/14 Vaux Corsa 1.2 Ltd Ed BlueTooth £7,199 
15/65 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SRi £7,999 

14/64 Vaux Corsa 1.2 SXi £6,899 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.3 CDTi E/F SE £6,999 

15/15 Vaux Corsa 1.4 Des £7,399 

11/11 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SE A £5,999 

12/12 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi Bluetooth £6,199 

15/65 Vaux Corsa 1.4 SRi to-line £8,599 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1,4T 120 Black Ed £6,999 

13/63 Vaux Corsa 1.7 CDTi E/F SRi £7,499 

13/13 VW Polo 1.2 60 Match Ed £6,899 

13/63 WVPolo 1.270S £6,499 

13/63 WV Polo 1.2 TDI Match Ed £8,299 

13/63 VW Polo 1.4 Match Ed £7,999 


I our price 

_ £7499 

12/12 Ford Focus 1.6125 T P/Shift Nav £8,499 
15/15 Ford Focus 1.6125 Zetec P/Shift App Pk£9,999 
12/63 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi T £9,299 

13/63 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi T Nav App Pa £9,999 
13/13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec £8,499 

13/13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCI Zetec App Pk £8,999 
14/64 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Nav AppPk £9,499 
13/62 Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec P/Shift £8,299 
14/64 Ford Focus 2.0T E/B 250 ST-3 £16,499 
13/13 Honda Civic 1.6 i-DTEC SE £8,699 

11/61 Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC Type SGT Lea1h£9,699 
13/13 Kia Ceed 1.6 GDi 4 Tech DCT £11,999 
11/61 Lexus CT 200h 1.8 SE-L Premier CVT £10,999 
13/63 Merc AA1801.5 CDIB/E AMG Sp Nav £15,799 
15/15 MercAA2002.1 CDIAMGSp Night £18,299 
12/62 Peug 3081.6 HDi 92 Act £6,999 

1 e/65 Ren Meg 1.5 dCi 110 Dyn Nav £9,799 
11/11 Ren Meg 1.6 WT Exp £4,399 

15/64 Seat Leon 1.4 TS1150 FR Tech Pk £12,799 
13/63 Seat Leon 2.0 TD1150 FR Tech Pk £12,499 
12/63 Seat Leon Coup 2.0 TD1184 FR Tech £12,199 
13/63 Vaux Astra 1.4 Energy 
15/65 Vaux Astra 1.4 SRi Bluetootti 
14/64 Vaux Astra 1.6 CDTi 136 E'F SRi 
13/63 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Elite 
15/15 Vaux Astral.6 WT Elite 
13/63 Vaux Astra 1.6 WT Energy 
12/62 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi 
13/13 Vaux Astral.6 WT SRi A 
12/13 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDTi 165 E/F Elite 
13/63 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDTi 165 E/F SRi 
12/63 Vaux Astra 2.0 CDTi 165 SRi A 
14/14 Vaux Astra GTC 2.0 CDTi 165 SRi 
14/14 Vaux Astra GTC 2.0T VXR Aero 
13/63 VW Golf 1.6 TD1105 BMTSE 
13/13 VW Golf 1.6 TD1105 SE 
09/09 VW Golf 2.0 TDi 140 SE DSG £6,999 

15/15 VWGotf 2.0 TD1184 GTD Nav £18,499 

12/62 VW Scirocco 2.0 TDi 140 BMT DSG £14,199 
09/59 Volvo C301.6 R Des £5,399 

14/64 Volvo V401.6 D2115 R Des Nav 


£7,999 


£9,999 

£8,499 

£7,199 

£7,199 


£15,999 

£10,699 

£10,499 


£13,999 


Over 600 

Large Cars 

over 300 diesels 


12/62 Audi A3 Spback 1.6 TDI Sp £9,999 

10/10 Audi A4 2.0 TD1143 SE A £8,999 

13/63 Audi A4 2.0 TDIe 136 SE Technik £13,499 

13/63 Audi A5 Spback 1,8T FSI SE 5 Seat £14,799 
13/13 Audi TT Coup 2.0 TD1170 Quattro STro £17,499 
13/13 Bmw3316d2.0Sp ProMed £11,999 
10/60 Bmw 3 318i 2.0 ES £7,599 

12/62 Bmw 3 320d 2.0 EfficientDyns A £14,499 

09/59 Bmw 3 320i 2.0 M Sp BusEd £10,299 

10/60 Bmw 3 Coup 325i 3.0 SE 2dr £11,499 
12/12 Vauxhall Insignia 

2.0 CDTi 160 E/F SRi 



you save 

£19521 


our price 

£7999 


Over 1600 

Estates, 4x4s, 
MPVs/SUVs 


10/10 Ford Kuga 2.0 
TDCi 163 Titanium 5dr 


when new 

£27285 


12/62 Bmw 5 520d 2.0 M Sp Bus Med £16,999 
14/63 Bmw 5 520d 2.0 Modem Pro Med £17,999 
12/12 Bmw5525d2.0SE £14,499 

11/61 Bmw Z4 23i 2.5 sDrive M Sp Highline £15,999 
13/63 Citr DS5 2.0 HDi 160 DSp £12,299 

11/61 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco T X £8,499 
13/13 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco Zetec £8,999 
13/63 Ford Mondeo 1.6 TDCi Eco Zetec BusEd £9,499 
10/10 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 T £7,699 

13/13 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 TX BusEd £10,999 
12/62 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec BusEd £8,999 
11/11 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi 163 T X £8,499 
13/13 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Zetec P/Shift £11,499 
15/65 Hyundai 1401.7 CRDi 115 Blu/D S £11,999 
14/64 Jaguar XF2.2d 163 Lux A £19,999 

14/64 Jaguar XF2.2d 200 R-Sp A £19,999 

13/13 Jaguar XF 3.0d V6 Prem Lux A S/S £16,999 
16/16 Mazda Mazda6 2.0 SE Nav £14,999 

13/63 Merc A A1801.5 CDI B/E SE Nav £13,999 
06/58 Merc C Cl 80K1.8 SE A £7,999 

11/11 Merc C C220 2.1 CDI B/E Ele £10,999 
11/61 Merc C C220 2.1 CDI B/E SE Nav £11,299 
1 2/62 Merc C Coup Cl 801.6 B/E AMG Spor £15,999 
10/59 Merc CLC 200K1.8 Sp A £8,999 

14/14 Merc E E220 2.1 CDI B/E SE A £18,999 
08/08 Merc SLK 200K1.8 2dr A £9,999 

14/64 Peug RCZ Coup 1.6 THP156 GT 2dr £14,999 
13/13 Peug RCZ Coup 1.6 THP 156 Sp Nav £12,399 
12/12 Peug RCZ Coup 2.0 HDi 163 GT 2dr £12,299 
13/63 Peug RCZ Coup 2.0 HDi 163 GT Nav £13,999 
13/13 Seat Toledo 1.6 TDI SE £7,999 

10/10 Skoda Octavia 2.0 TD1140 Ele £7,999 
14/14 Toyota Avensis 2.0 D-4D Icon £10,699 
15/64 Toyota GT86 2.0 D-4S Aero 2dr £19,999 
16/16 Vaux Insignia 1.6 CDTi SRi Vx-line £13,999 
10/10 Vaux Insignia 1.8 WT SRi 18in Alloys £5,999 
15/15 Vaux Insignia 1.8 WT SRi 18in Alloys £9,799 
13/63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1120 E'F Ltd Ed £10,999 
12/12 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 130 Excl £7,999 
15/15 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 140 E/F Elite £13,499 
14/64 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 140 E/F SRi Nav £11,299 
12/63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 E/F Elite £10,599 
13/13 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDT1160 SE Nav A £9,599 
13/62 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi £8,999 
11/61 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi A18in £8,299 
14/64 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 163 E/F SRi Nav £11,499 
13/63 Vaux Insignia 2.0 CDTi 163 Tech Line £10,299 
15/15 VW CC 2.0 TD1140 BMT Nav £15,299 
14/14 VW CC 2.0 TD1140 BMT GT DSG £14,899 
12/13 VW Passat 1.6 TD1105 BMT Highline £9,999 
13/63 VW Passat 2.0 TD1140 BMT Highline £11,299 
12/62 VW Passat 2.0 TD1170 BMT Sp DSG £11,299 



our price 

£10999 


£7,999 

£17,499 

£11,999 


12/13 Audi A4 Allroad 2.0 TD1177 Quattro £17,499 
13/13 Audi A4 Avarrt 2.0 TDIe 163 SE Technik £13,999 
12/62 Bmw 5 Touring 520d 2.0 M Sp £15,999 

13/63 Ford Focus Est 1.6105 Zetec £9,499 

12/62 Ford Focus Est 1.6 E/B 150 T City Pk 
13/63 Ford Focus Est 1.6 TDCi Zetec 
14/14 Ford Focus Est 2.0T 250 ST-3 
13/13 Ford Mondeo Est 2.0 TDCi 163 T X 
14/64 Mazda Mazda6 Tourer 2.2d 150 SE-L £14,999 
11/61 Merc E Est E250 2.1 CDI B/E Sp Com £14,499 
14/63 Peug 20081.6 e-HDi 92 Allure £9,999 
14/14 Peug 308 SW 1.6 HDi 115 Allure £10,999 
15/15 Seat Leon X-PERIENCE 2.0 TDI SE TechEI 5,799 
16/65 Toyota Avensis Tourer 1.6D 110 Act £12,199 
15/15 Vaux Astra Est 1.6 WT Elite £10,499 

12/12 Vaux Astra Est 1.6 WT SRi £6,999 

12/13 Vaux Astra Est 1.7 CDTi 110 E/F SRi £6,999 
15/15 Vaux Astra Est 2.0 CDTi 165 SRi £10,399 

15/15 Vaux Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi 140 E/F £14,599 
12/58 Vaux Insignia Tourer 2.0 CDTi 160 SRi A£9,999 
15/15 VW Golf Est 1.6 TD1105 BMT SE £12,999 
12/62 VW Passat Est 2.0 TD1140 BMT SE £10,999 

13/63 Volvo V70 2.0 D3136 BusEd Geartron £14,999 
12/63 Audi Q3 2.0 TD1140 Quattro S 2WD £17,999 

13/13 Bmw X3 xDrive20d 2.0 SE 4WDPro £17,199 
13/63 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec 2WDApp£11,499 
14/14 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi 163 TXSp 4WD £19,299 
14/14 Hyundai Santa Fe 2.2 CRDi Prem £18,999 
12/61 Kia Spage 2.0 KX-2 4WD £12,699 

12/62 L/Rover Range Rover Evoque 2.2 TD4 £21,999 
11/11 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WDPrem £7,799 
12/12 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi 110 Visia 2WD £7,499 
15/65 Nissan Juke 1.6 N-Connecta A 2WD £12,999 
13/63 Nissan Qqai 1.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WD £10,999 

13/63 Nissan Qqai 1.6 Ace 2WD £9,999 

14/14 Nissan Qqai 1.6 dCi 130 Tekna 4WD £18,799 
13/13 Nissan Qqai+21.5 dCi 110 Ace 2WD £10,999 
12/12 Nissan Qqai+21.6 dCi 130 Tek 2WD £11,999 
14/64 Ren Capftir 1.5 dCi 90 Dyn MedNav £9,999 
16/66 Ren Kadjar 1.5 dCi 110 Dyn Nav 
12/62 Toyola Rav4 2.2 D-4DXT-R 4WD 
15/65 Vaux Mokka1.4T Excl 2WD 
15/65 Vaux Mokka 1.6 WT Excl 2WD 
14/14 Vaux Mokka 1.7 CDTi 130Excl 2WD £10,899 
14/63 VW Tiguan 2.0 TDi 140 BMT 4M0TI0N £15,299 
12/13 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT £7,799 

14/14 Citr C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 90 VTR + £7,799 

13/13 Rat 500L 0.9 TwinAir Easy £7,199 

15/15 Rat 500L MPW1.3 Muttijet Pop Star A £9,799 
15/65 Ford B-Max 1.6 TDCi T £10,699 

16/66 Ford B-Max 1.6 Zetec P/Shift City Pk £10,999 
15/15 Ford C-Max 1.6 TDCi Zetec £10,399 

12/62 Ford C-Max 2.0 TDCi T P/Shift £8,999 
14/14 Ford Galaxy 2.0 TDCi 140 Zetec P/Shift £13,999 
14/14 Ford Grand C-Max 1.6 TDCi Zetec £10,799 
10/10 Merc B B1801.7 Sp CVT £7,999 

11/60 Nissan Note 1.6 N-Tec A £5,399 

14/63 Peug 30081.6 HDi 115 Act £9,699 

12/12 Peug Partner Tepee 1.6 HDi 112 Outdoor £7,599 
15/64 Ren Scenic XM0D1.5 dCi 110 Dyn £10,499 

13/63 Vaux Meriva 1.4 SE £7,499 

13/63 Vaux Meriva 1.4T120 SE £7,199 


£16,999 

£11,499 

£12,099 



AvailableCar Cannock 


A5 Watling Street, Cannock 
WS11 1SL 

From Jet 28 M62 take A650 towards Bradford, turn right at the 
first set of lights (2 miles from the Ml) 

0800 804 6685 

Monday: 9am - 9pm 

Tues&Weds: 9am -8pm 
Thursday: 


Friday: 
Saturday: 
Sunday: 


9am -9pm 
9am -8pm 
9am -6pm 
10am- 5pm 


Wolverhampton 


Walsall 


Bank Holidays: 9am -6pm 

Sunday: first hour viewing only 


1 Holiday Opening: 

Sat 24th: 

9am - 2pm 

Sun 25th: 

CLOSED 

Mon 26th: 

CLOSED 

Tues 27th: 

9am - 6pm 

Sat 31st: 

9am - 4pm 

Sun 1st: 

CLOSED 

Mon 2nd: 

9am - 6pm 
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Howto 

improve a car’s 
performance 

by 70% 


The effectiveness consultancy Benchmarketing recently 
analysed what happens when companies include press 
advertising in their media mix. 

They looked at more than 500 econometric models, 
covering a five-year period and, as the table here shows, 
they found that adding newspapers dramatically 
increases the effectiveness of other media. 

In the automotive sector they reviewed companies that 
ranged from the big spending German goliaths of the 
industry to medium sized independent carmakers. 


And they discovered that by adding newspaper advertising to 
their campaigns, they cranked up their effectiveness by over 70%. 

Increased effectiveness using newspapers 

Retail Automotive Finance 

2.8x 1.7x 5.7x 

So, whatever the size your business or budget, 
get motoring into newspapers. 

For the full story and more details: 

newsworks.org.uk/effectiveness 



news media 

association 




33 



Builders 


iKinmiMmia— 



Do you need one or more of the following: 

Porch, Canopy, Brickwork, Carpentry, 
Plastering, Conservatory, Flat Roof Tiled, 
Windows, Doors, Any Conversions, 
Decking, Patios etc 

If so call Bill or John - tradesmen not salesmen - 
for your FREE quote or survey. All work guaranteed. 

TEL: 01902 723252 
MOBILE: 07765 111918 

billy582@hotmail.co.uk 


sea! 


WEB Wolverhampton Kitchens & Bedrooms 



01902 744035 07970 486947 O 





Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


MB J electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality J BaaH 
local service call: 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 



Fencing 


BRIERLEY HILL SHEDS & FENCING 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of 
Heavy duty sheds/summerhouses 

6x4 sheds prices from £2551 8x6 summerhouses from £595 
1 ” flooring,13mm t/g, no osb boards used All sizes available 
6x5 tanalised featheredge panels £22 
Come and view before you buy 

Unit 8 Dawley Brook Road 
Kingswinford DY6 7BD 

01384 400089 




Flooring 


AttuMLcum 


Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


Gardening 


f[ ht £ ^ree Services 

All aspects of Tree Work carried out 
All Areas Covered 


Trees Felled 
Reduced and Pruned 

Conifers and 
Hedges Trimmed 

Stump Grinding 


NPTC Certified - Fully Insured 


Tel: 01902 766 304 Mob: 07545 330 633 

24 Southfield Grove, Wolverhampton WV3 8DP 


Lawn Mower Servicing 

36 HIGH STREET, BILSTON 


20% WINTER DISCOUNT 


Book your service now to avoid the Spring rush 
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON ALL SERVICE & REPAIRS 

Collection and delivery service available 

Huge Range of New and 
Reconditioned Machines at 
Discount Prices 
- Part Exchange Welcome 
LARGE STOCK OF SPARES FOR 
MOST LEADING BRANDS 


Call 91992493669 


Locksmiths 


Roofing 


JtickRite 

1 Local Locksmith & Security Services 

V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

V Emergency lock & door opening 
■/ uPVC specialist 

V Key Cutting on site 

V British Standard insurance 
approved locks used-Bs3621 

-/ Double Glazing Unit Repairs 


and daughter 
business 


24 

HOUR 


NO CALI 
OUT 

CHARGE 


CALL NOW 01902 582028 


Plumbing & Heating 


BSb CGsefBag <2> PftnnCfliig 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 
Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


HEATING & 
PLUMBING 

Natural Gas, Oil 

Boilers, Fires & Cookers 
Service, Repairs, Install, 
Radiator Power Flushing 
Fully Insured 
NO JOBS TOO SMALL 
Simon Ratcliff 
01902 372193 
07794 637159 *PI 

Professional & Reliable 



Property Maintenance 


PREMIER 

HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Roofing and Home Maintenance 

* Gutter repairs 

* All roofing types catered for including mortar work 

* Fitting of UPVC products including guttering, fascias, soffits etc. I 

* Also gutter and pressure cleaning service 


Lc 


Mark: 01902 798J 24« 
07721 924275 


- T T~- - 



TILING - FELTING 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


Slate & Tile Repairs - Flat Roofs 
EPDM - Rubber Roofing - Fibre Glass 
Roofing uPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
Chimney & Pointing Work - Insurance Work 
Dry ridge, dry hip, dry valleys, dry verge 
Maintenance Free, no mortar needed 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

LOCAL, FRIENDLY 
AND FULLY INSURED 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES 

01543 887928 or 
0800 4748583 

www.rightwaysroofline.co.uk 


WOLVERHAMPTON 
TREE SERVICE 

Trees felled, hedges 
trimmed, stumps 
removed, tree reports. 
Fully insured. 

Arboricultural Association & Council Approved. 

01902 892652 

www.wolvestrees.co.uk 
E: treebloke@aol.com 


Holt k 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 


Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 



DECORATORS WANTED 



To advertise your business and reach more than 73,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... 

01902 319641 M 

G 

E-mail us al... 

m.cartwright@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Martin Cartwright, Advertisement Dept. 1 

Express & Star, Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES^ 


Wolverhampton Chronicle Thursday, December 22, 2016 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 Family 


m 

m 

y 

y 

m 

m 

m 

m 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


8 Motoring 


Local Information 


10 Personals 


FreeAds 



'W Place a paid for advert 


By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


monumental 

masons 


S. A. LOCKETT & SON LIMITED 

337 Tettenhall Rd, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton WV6 OJZ. 01902 751825. 
info@salockettandson.co.uk 
www.salockettandson.co.uk 


funeral directors 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



After advertising 
with the Express & 
Star for many years 
we are very pleased 
with our Classified 
Campaign 

Frank - 
Hopcrafts 


01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



A TRADITION 


We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 
Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met. 

Wombourne 
Funeral Services. 


01902 319 191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


HOPCRAFTS LOW COST 
FAMILY FUNERAL & 
MEMORIALS - Inscriptions, 
Plaques. Buy direct from our 
Factory Shop. 

Funerals: Adam 01902 420452: 
Headstones: Nora 01902 714530 
or Dudley, Martin 01384 263452 
www. funerals direct, info 
‘Proudly independent’ 




INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS 


Simple Funerals 
from £1,400 


Afordable Funeral 
Packages 

Fleet of Jaguar 
Funeral Vehicles 


Dedicated Private 
Chapels of Rest 

All Areas Covered 
24 Hours a Day 


Pre-Payment 
Funeral Plans 


WE OPERATE A 24 HOUR SERVICE 

01902 33 88 88 

262 Penn Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, WV4 4AD. 

www.edwardjohnfunerals.co.uk 


WOMBOURNE 
FUNERAL SERVICES 
Funeral Directors 

Funerals from £1,350 
plus Disbursments 


I Pre-paid plans. 24 hr call-out I 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne & Kinver 
Memorials 

Monumental Masons 
Memorials from £450 

Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 



www.myfamlly 

announcements. 

co.ufc/ 

e * Ml* t* r 


Turn To Us For Help And Support 


In your time of need we’ll take care of all the funeral arrangements. 
Call us 24 hours a day. 

• Funeral Pre-Payment Plans • Memorials 

Jennings 

Funeral Directors 

01902 352251 

www.jenningsfunerals.co.uk 

Dignity- 

part of Dignity pic. A British Company. services 


Funeral Directors of Distinction 
An independent family business 

01902 75 11 11 

“A complete 24hr service from my family to yours” 


www.jacksonfunerals.co.uk 
Email: info@jacksonfunerals.co.uk 


Members of S.A.I.F 


Pre-paid Funeral Plans available 


lost & found 


■ 

— _• M 

MISSING JACK RUSSELL 
CALLED YOGI 

Black body, tan legs and white 
chest, wire haired, lost in 
Fryer Park, since December 
8, limp on back leg, 9 years 
old, suffers from fits, needs 
medication. 

heartbroken Family needs 
him home. 

07432 144520. 


Family 


Capitol Mobility-Bilston 


ARE YOU ON DLA OR PIP’S! 

YOU COULD HAVEASCOOTER OR ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR ON WEEKLY TERMS! 

Bm B a 


ELECTRIC RISE and recline chair, 
beige floral, £60 ono. 

07950 481254. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 




Leisure 

Time 


JACKSON-HATELEY 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 

Massive Christmas 
giveaway. Book your Cycle 
for Christmas at sale price. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 
All spares and accessories 
at discount price 

HATE LEV’S 

Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 




BK BLUEBIRD STATIC 
CARAVAN 

35 x 12, on 11 month holiday 
park within walking distance of 
Stourport-on-Severn. 

On site Club House. 
Phone for full details. 
£5,850. 

07810 044813 
or 

07801 530894. 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 
FOR SALE WILLERBY GRANADA 
2005 double glazing/central 
heating, decking, bargain £12,995, 
07462 343 698 


PRESTON X6S on box with back 
rest and foot platform, 3 additional 
drawer units, excellent condition. 
£150.07766 014246. 


RECORDS/CDS/MEMORABILIA 

wanted & sold 50s -90s+ record 
shop wolves wvl 3hl 07760168972 

TECHNICS PIANO excellent condi¬ 
tion, rarely used, full working order 
with various sounds / rhythms. 
£250. 01384 271157. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



caravan holidays 




NEW & USED STATIC CARAVANS 

for sale on award winning Country 
Holiday Park on the Staffordshire / 
Shropshire border. For details call 
Tony on 01902 851 302 
SEA SIDE SOMERSET HOLIDAY 
caravans to let. Half price OAPs. All 
caravans overlook the sea 01984 
631 781 www.helwellbay.com 


devon 


PAIGNTON 

The Kingswinford 


Dec - March offer 




Evening Meals on 
request 


FAMILY ROOMS AVAILABLE 
CHILD DISCOUNTS 

All rooms en suite 
100 yards to beach and pier 
Contractors Welcome 

01803 558358 

www.kingswinfordhotel.com 


Saundersfoot Bungalow 

3 Bed, All En suite, Sleeps 8, Cen¬ 
tral heating, TV Video, Washing 
machine, Dishwasher, Microwave 

Ring Brochure 

0121 353 1575 



clairvoyance 


CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY 

Appointments, Home visits & Tele¬ 
phone readings 01902 334 224 

PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


A 


Home & 
Services 



SETTEE, medium beige, as new, 
from Next, RRP £1,000, sell for 
£275 o.n.o. 01902 723430. 

TWO SEATER leather electric 
recliner settee, off white, excellent 
condition, cost £2,100, sell £400 
ono. 07828 325258. 

TWO, TWO SEATER brown leather 
settee’s. Very good condition. 
£150. Must collect. Merry Hill 
/Wolverhampton. 07746 143950. 

2 PIECE SUITE, 3 seater and 2 
seater fabric brown/cream suite. 
Great condition. Real bargain. £400 
ono. 07428 990243. 


A BIG SALE NOW ON Gas and elec¬ 
tric cookers, fires, autos, fridge 
freezers, tumble dryers, built in 
ovens, hobs and lots more. 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opptown hall). 

WANTED COOKERS, fridges, 
washers, flat screen TV’s, must be 
clean and working. 07944 351351 


AT SHEDRITE 5% off all buildings in 
January. Ex display available. Wil- 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137 


A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 

for antiques, vintage furniture, 
leather-winged arm chairs 
& chesterfield setees. 

01902 454144 or 
0121 5263375 



ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Painting; 
• ALL SILVER • All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


COINS, MEDALS, BANK NOTES 

Wanted by private collector. 

Telephone 01902 676540. 

READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED COOKERS, fridges, 
washers, flat screen TV’s, must be 
clean and working. 07944 351351 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Call 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 



I 


EAST & WEST 

AID 

Sales, Wholesale and Retail 
Washing Machines from £19 
Gas cookers from £89 
Electric Cookers from £69 
Tumble Dryers from £59 
Fridge Freezers from £89 
Three Piece Suites 


All Beds on 
Special Offer 


** OPEN ALL OVER CHRISTMAS ** 

Unit 2, Moor Street South, Blakenhall W’ton WV2 3JN 

01902 420030 / 07966 673960 www.eastandwestaid.com 

WE ALSO REPAIR ALL APPLIANCES • OPEN SUNDAY 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 






01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 
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ClassifiedAds 


aerials 



©57QES ^7CZ3®30 

0^399 &©SEg^ 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


ALAN JONES 

THE ORIGINAL AERIAL 
SPECIALIST, THE BEST! 
Est 1955 - 59 years at the topi 
Recommended by thousands 
Genuine, honest, 100% reliable 
WE HAVE WATCHED THEM ALL COME AND GO 
Call: 01902 885985 
ANY PROBLEM SOLS/ED 


A AERIALS AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 
CLEAR VISION AERIALS Free- 
view, FreeSat, Sky, CCTV. Aerials 
from £79. Dishes from £79. OAP 
DISCOUNT. Tel: 01902 752036. 


bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 


building services 


ADI 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, all 
building & alteration work 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning| 

A BRILLCLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. OAP discounts. Best Prices. 
Est., 20yrs. Steve 07496 922324. 


ClassifiedAds 


LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“I am very 
pleased with 
my Classified 
Advertising 
Campaign” 

Steve - 
Brill Clean. 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 

01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Christmas trees/wreaths 


i 

M 


CHRISTMAS TREES 

Nordmann Fir from £20 

3^ with FREE mistletoe 
Hollv Wreaths from £5. 


with FREE mistletoe 
Holly Wreaths from £5.’ 
opp HOLLY BUSH GARDEN 
CENTRE EXIT, J11 M6. 
Open 7 days a week 


domestic 

cleaning 


j 


cleans™ 

Domestic Cleaning & Ironing Service. 
Friendly, Reliable & Trustworthy. 
Call Anita on: 07854163 804. 


double glazing ^ 

repairs| 


S.P.S windows, doors, glass units, 
locks, hinges, repairs / renewal, 
guaranteed. Call 07983 704889. 


drain clearance 


ALL DRAIN AND SEWER 

Blockages cleared fast. 

Call Fast Clean: 01902 736424. 


electrical | 
v services I 

A BARGAIN PRICED house re-wire, 
fuseboards etc. Grahams Electri¬ 
cal. 01902 842739, 07783 471949. 

ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
quote call 07583 320318. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 

STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 
Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


fencing 


£«t,PORTWRy 

^FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 



c 


gas fitting 


J 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


A BOILER BREAKDOWN, 
COOKER, FIRE, 
FITTED-SERVICED-REPAIRED 

a Landlord certs. 

/ All areas covered. 
J&E Heating. 

Call John: 

01902 562664 
/07969 687832 


gardening 

services 


OAKTREE TREE SERVICES 

Covers all aspects of tree surgery, 
grass cutting and hedges. Garden 
clearances, turfing and fencing 


07427 060382 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 


ClassifiedAds 



J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


• Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

» Fencing supplied and erected 

* Turf supplied and laid 

* Stumps treated or removed 
» Hedges and shrubs tidied 

• All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

» Jetwashing of your driveways, 
walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 

FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call:^^ 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 


GARDEN KINGS All Garden work 
and maintenance, Fencing, Tree 
cutting, Turfing and much more. 
Call: Steve for free quote. 
07774449900 / 01902 238653. 



guttering 


A GUTTERING 

A*1 GUTTERING 

cleaned, repaired, replaced, facias/ 
soffits, UPVC washdowns, all roofing/ 
repointing work. Free quotes, 8am-8pm 
01902 722447 


handyman 

services 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 
work, plumbing, decking, supply & 
fit kitchens and bathrooms. Call: 
07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 


house clearances 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES / SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 


HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 

YMCA REQUIRE FURNITURE Free 
Collection. Telephone 01384 
231714 for details. 


oven cleaning 


AAA OVEN CLEANING, Ovens, 
Hobs, Aga / Range / Micro / Extrac¬ 
tors. 01902 689418 / 07910 921736 


painters / ' 

decorators 


CALL M&B DECORATORS | 

City & Guilds 
No job too small 
Free Quote 
01902 494555 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07890 879 892 01902 650716. 


CRAIG .CAPEWELL 

PAINTING & DECORATING 


BEST QUOTES AROUND 

OAPS 20% OFF 

07874 814922 or 01902 632851 


_ality __,_ 

OAP discounts. Free quotes 01902 
635258 07876 135302. 

INTERIOR PAINTER AND DECO¬ 
RATOR Friendly and reliable, clean 
and tidy.Call Deb 01384 829473 / 
07502 396385 

LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 


plastering 


DOMESTIC 

PLASTERING 


rendering & small building 
work undertaken. 40 years 
experience. For a free quote 


Call Roy 
07887 495726 
07583 643932 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 770897 


plumbers 


G M PLUMBING SERVICES Com¬ 
plete Bathrooms, Kitchens, Taps 
Showers, Blockages 07976 012468 

LAURIE KENNEDY Domestic 
Plumbing Service, no job too small, 
fully insured, for an estimate please 
contact me on 07901345884 


plumbing & ^ 

heating 


A 


Installation, servicing 
and maintenance 
of all your domestic 
gas appliances 


Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 
Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278/01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


CENTRA HEAT 


CLASSIFIEDS 


We are really happy 
with our Classified 
advertising package 
and the business it 
brings us. 

Martin - 
Centra Heat 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS 
RESULTS CALL 
01902 319 191 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


roofing 




ROOFING AND 
GUTTERING 

•Tile, Slate, Flat, Felt, Firestone Rubber 
•All Repointing & Chimney Repairs 
•UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
•Gutter Cleans and Repairs 
•Extensions and Alterations 
•UPVC Windows & Doors •Carpentry 
•Porches & Canopies •Plumbing & Electrics 
•Kitchens & Bathrooms Refurbishments 
•UPVC Washdowns 


FREE Fascias, Soffits and Guttering 
with all new main Roofs 

T & C’s apply 


We are a Family run business 
Professional and Reliable Service 
All Genuine Quotes Bea ten 
OAP Discounts 
For a FREE Friendly Quote 
8am - 8pm Call: 

01902 722447 


7*r(i/77‘r/\ r . 


Maintenance 
Specialists in all types of Roofing ’ " ' 

Firestone Rubber Cover • Flat Roofs • Leaking Roofs 
• UPVC Fascias, Soffits & Cladding • Chimney repairs 
Rjlly Registered Company „ ^ yfl „ m M 

r KLli. quotes We ate a Family run business 

... 07867842091 


SF ROOFING 
GUTTERING 

10 YEARS EXPERIENCE! 

Flat, Main roofs, rubber or felt, repaired and replaced, 
all repointing. Guttering repaired and replaced. 

BEAT ALL QUOTES GUARANTEED 


Call Sean 01902 829158 8am to 8pm 


CLIFF NICHOLLSI 

Roofing Scaffolc 
Rtivber Roofing 

ill Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


ALEXANDER & SON: All Types of 
Roofing, Chimneys, Guttering, 
Soffits, Faceboards. FREE Estim 
ates. 01902 782005/07415 634461 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


SEMI RETIRED ROOFER 
Ridge Tiles Rebedded, flat 
roofing, no job to small 
40 years experience. 

Keith: 07546158165 


removals 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


A BIG VAN & TWO MEN We will 
move anything. Full & part loads. All 
areas. Free quotes: 07583 874532. 


-... .... yc_. 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KINGS OF THE ROAD REMOVAL 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 

heating and Boiler changes. Gas OAP discount. Andy 07512 

Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 395370, Keith 07545 618231. 

CENTRA HEAT 

Boiler Servicing inc Free Landlords Certificate. 
Power Flushing, Boiler/ System Repairs 

£200 OFF/Trade in old boiler 

Installed in January, t&c apply 

▲ 

A 

1* 

| ClassifiedAds 

01902 845211 

J 


skip hire 



ATM&M 

SKIPS 

Fast, friendly service 
All areas covered 
All sizes 

Same day service 

Freephone 
0800 619 0189 
07904 915016 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


AN ABSOLUTE 
AFFORDABLE 

CASTLE 
SKIP HIRE 

Mini, midi and 
large skips 

Also available mini 
digger with driver 

1 81384 237577 ■ 
91992 4857451 
97719 671845| 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 

HELPED 

ME... 


“We are very 
happy with 
our Classified 
Contract within 
the Express & 
Star and the 
enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 

Pally - Quika Skips 


01902 319 191 


tree services 


ng w 

carried out. Call: 01902 884705 / 
07841 842824 


upholstery 


ABANDON NOT! 

ESTABLISHED OVER lOO YEARS | 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St. W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


www.bilstonupholstery.co.uk 

Your suite / chair re-upholstered or 
repaired. Free Est: 01902 404698. 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and mi crochipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


C.A.A.R.S ANIMAL SANCTUARY 


Registered Charity 
PET RESCUE & BOARDING KENNELS 

FOR DOGS AND CATS 
Open Mon to Sun 
Call 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ 


IB 


rs __ 

S ill 


HAVE YOU LOST 
YOUR DOG? 

Sunnyside Kennels 

We take in stray dogs from 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and 
South Staffs areas. 
Please contact us on: 
01902 790618. 

Open Mon-Sat, 11 am-4.45pm. 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


SHIH-TZU CROSS bitch, 5 months, 
house trained, chipped, wormed, 
genuine sale, very playful, ok with 
other dogs, £350. 07730 480857. 

SHIH-TZU PUPPIES all males, pedi- 

8 ree, good homes only. £450. 
7851 993766. 



Express & Star 

YOU Rj^ 
BUSINESS 


Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 



5 


Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES 

for Small Business. Competitive 
Rates. Call 01902 882600 


6 

Property 




NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 


properties wanted 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01902 595989 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 

Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyou by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 

CLASSIFIEDS 
HELPED 
ME... 

“I am really pleased with the response 
I get from my Classified Advertising!” 
Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Brought to yOU by 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 





J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


axmasosaao 

J9accommodation.com 


A1 BED STUDIO BILSTON. A 1 bed 

studio chapel ash 2 bed Fallings 
Park. DSS ok 01902 686605 
NOTICE TO READERS It is an 
offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


A 


Jobs 


ADR COURSES WITH CRH 

Now back in the Black Country. 
From W/C 26th Sept 0121 3231777 


QUALIFIED / EXPERIENCED 
DENTAL NURSE required full time 
for friendly family practice. Contact 
Mark Webb Dental Practice on 
01902 753197 or 01902 426614. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 

JOBSDAY 


jobs 


.expressandstar.com 


full time - general 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV today, visit: * 


jobs 


expressandstar. 



NML Wolverhampton KML 
CUSTOMER SERVICES 
OPERATOR 

National Milk Laboratories has a vacancy for a full-time 
Customer Services Operator at its Four Ashes office. 
The office is operational 365 days per year providing a 
customer service for our milk buyer customers, such 
as Aria Foods and Dairy Crest. As part of the Customer 
Service Team, the successful candidate will work a 7 
day / 3 day rota over two weeks. The rota also includes 
providing cover for public holidays should they fall on 
your shift pattern. Excellent communication skills and 
the ability to use Microsoft Word, Excel and Outlook 
are essential. 

Send applications, including CV and covering letter 
explaining why you would like to join NML to: 

Marie Bailey, 

National Milk Laboratories, 

Laches Close, Calibre Industrial Park, Four Ashes, 
Wolverhampton, WV10 7DZ or alternatively email 
marieb@nationalmilklabs.co.uk. 

Closing date for receipt of applications is 
Friday 30th December 2016. 


A TRAINEE ACCOUNTS ADMINISTRATOR 

Is required on a full time basis for an Apprenticeship in the 
accounts department within a growing Finanacial Services 
company. 

Main duties will consist of general photocopying and filing, 
scaning and indexing production of letters, ordering of 
stationary, data analysis and dealing with incoming and 
outgoing post. Knowledge of Microsoft Word and Excel 
would be an advantage. AATTraining will be provided 
through a training provider. 

Please submit your CV and covering 
letter to: Mrs Sue Hubble 
Sales and Purchase Ledger Manager 
Newell Palmer Group Services Ltd 
Cleveland Court, Cleveland Street 
Wolverhampton WV1 3HR 


O 


NP 



SPUNAl.I.OYS 


POSITION 1: CENTRE LATHE TURNER 
& VERTICAL BORER OPERATOR 

required for proof machine shop with a growing order book. 
Machining experience preferred but not essential. 
Training can be provided for the right candidate. 

POSITION 2: SITE 
MAINTENANCE ENGINEER 

Experienced electrical & mechanical engineer required, 
preferably apprentice trained, to work across all areas of 
site, including foundry and machine shops. Shift work and 
weekend working, as required. 

Employment package for both posts includes 
competitive rates of pay, 
plus 5 weeks holiday pay (average earnings). 
Please forward your CV to Dee Wheeler at 
dee. wheeler @ westleygroup. co. uk 

Alternatively, you can post your CV to: 
Spunalloys Ltd, Doulton Road, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands, B64 5QN 
Closing date for applications : 19th January 2017 



MAINTENANCE 

CONSTRUCTION 

DEVELOPMENT 


Blue Square Building are recruiting for the following trades 
• Kitchen and Bathroom Fitters 

• Multi-skilled Maintenance Engineers 

• Electricians • Gas Engineers • General Builders 

• Sub-contractor (all trades required) 

Excellent rates of pay, high workload in expanding and dynamic business 

For all applications please contact 01952 580120 
info@bluesquarebuilding.co.uk www.bluesquarebuilding.co.uk 



Motoring 


BBB 


MUST BE SEEN 


HYUNDAI TUCSON CRTD 
CDX 2.0 

2004, 79,000 miles, MoT 
December 2017, full leather, 
very good condition, some 
service history. 

£2,600 o.n.o. 

07841 836074. 


AUTOMATIC 


SUZUKI ALTO (NEW 
SHAPE) 1.0 AUTOMATIC 

2009, 24,000 miles, only 1 
previous owner, both keys, 
books, etc, beautiful inside and 
out, faultless driver, any trial. 

£2,500 ono. 


Telephone 07800 637961 
(Wolverhampton). 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



2003, 110,940 miles, silver, 
abs, electric windows, air bag, 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
sunroof, stereo, full service, 
new tyres and exhaust. 
£450. 

07858 232769. 


FIAT PANDA 06 reg, full MoT, very 
good condition, excellent runner. 
£700 ono. 07810 590427. 


BARGAIN 


MAZDA 6 SALOON 

56 reg. 


Spares or repair. 


Best offer around £250. 


07850 742388. 



ROVER 25 

04 reg, red, economical. 

12 months MoT, sunroof, CD, 
new clutch. 

Very good condition. 

£550 ono. 

Telephone 07503 748161. 



CDX AUTOMATIC 

Electric windows all round, 
multi CD player, ABS, 
MoT July, 

R Reg., Spares or repairs. 

£200 o.n.o. 

01902 689071. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 





























































































Classif edAds 



~”7 Homer’s 

10 Hours El 25! Four Hours E40! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 
07432 458100 / 01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


Drive All Seasons 

Lessons Starting FROM 
5 Lessons £50 f f~7 
10 £89 / 


iManual & Automatic 

Free Unlimited Theory 


AMAZING OFFER 5 lessons £40, 
10 lessons £80. £20 an hour there 
after. Call now 07958 051263. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 


MGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

THE JAP MAN Top prices paid for 
cars, vans & 4x4s. All considered 
01902 602090 / 07754 550862 



W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


spares/parts 


BATTERIES FROM £34.95 

Corsa,Fiesta, Focus, Saxo. 
3 Year Guarantee. Wolves Hire 
01902 746723 , WV6 OLE 


9 ' 

Local 

Iniomiation 



BARBARA DAVIS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 
any persons having a claim against 
or an interest in the Estate of the 
aforementioned deceased, late of 
111 Merridale Court Merridale Road 
Wolverhampton WV3 9LF, who died 
on 25/05/2016, are required to send 
particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
24/02/2017, after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having 
regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

COATES SOLICITORS 
62-64 High Street Mosborough 
Sheffield S20 5AE T489Bio 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

Transport & Haulage 
Logistics Ltd., of Unit 
2 Old Brompton Road, 
South Kensington, London 
SW7 3DQ is applying for a 
licence to use Burke Bros., 
Trading Estate, Fox’s Lane, 
Wolverhampton WV1 1 PA as 
an operating centre for TWO 
goods vehicles and TWO 
trailers. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Dated: December 22, 2016 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

Toor Smart Transport Ltd., of 
47 Jays Avenue, Tipton, DY4 
8UY is applying for a licence 
to use City Carriers Yard, 
Neachells Lane, Willenhall, 
WV11 3QG as an operating 
centre for THREE goods 
vehicles and THREE trailers. 
Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of 
that land would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, 
Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 
Dated: December 22, 2016 


MARGARET HADDOCK 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 34 Pinfold Lane, Penn, 
Wolverhampton WV4 4EG, who died 
on 10/11/2016, are required to send 
written particulars thereof to the 
undersigned on or before 23/02/2017 
after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to the 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

Chorus Law as Attorney for 
the Personal Representative, 

Heron House, Timothy's Bridge Road, 
Stratford-upon-Avon CV37 9BX. 
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Personals 





A 50 YEAR OLD 
INDIAN MAN 

Would like to meet lady for holi¬ 
days, visits to wine bars, 
between 30-40 years old. 

All letters answered. 

Please write to: 

Box Number P20654, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 

CHAMELEONS SPA Relax in our 
premises, 2 jacuzzi’s, steamroom/ 
sauna. Chill out rooms & bar area. 
Open 7 days a week from 2:00pm 
until late. 2 mins from J9/ J10 M6. 
For further details call 0121 
5686117. www.chameleons.ee 



I AM LOOKING FOR MY SON 

Mr A. Lewis. 

Last seen Wolverhampton. 
Please get in touch. 

Box Number P20647, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax 
any advertising requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg 
@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact numberfor 
confirmation of receipt) 




Express 4 Sts# 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


your ad by text 

xt followed by your first name, date 
area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 


0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 



0906 500 3957 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.COm 


Single Women 



JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 
many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424675 0 
HI Gents, I’m Kelly, a down to earth 
lady, 35yrs, shapely brunette, seek¬ 
ing someone with GSOH, looks 
unimportant, any age. ACA, I prom¬ 
ise! Tel: 0906 515 3024 Box 
423035 

CHRISTINE, 40, attractive slim 
sporty brunette seeks fit well built 
male. Call me let’s see what the 
future brings. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425061 || 

NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, out¬ 
going and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3012 Box 
424543 

LOUISE, 29, curvy red haired 
female, been hurt in the past seeks 
male to buy her flowers and mend 
her broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425041 0 
SARAH, 39yrs, married, seeking 
chap for no strings intimate times. 
Special friendship, mutual respect. 
Give me a call. Tel: 0906 515 3028 
Box 408291 

LYN, 47, curvy quiet sensitive 
brunette but with a wild side. It could 
be exciting to know me! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425013 0 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3004 Box 422365 
RETIRED happy, caring, attractive 
female, likes gardening, travel, ani¬ 
mals, comedy, seeks tall, funny, kind 
chap, Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 411459 
KAREN, 47, an attractive blue-eyed 
redhead, curvy size 16, likes films, 
football, pubs, reading, seeking like- 
minded male for nights in/out, hope¬ 
fully more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425057 0 
MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946 0 
AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty 
brunette seeks man, any age, any 
area, for discreet daytime fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
418117 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be dis¬ 
creet, married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3000 Box 419673 
SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady 
young looking 60s, genuine and 
kind seeks gent with GSOH, looks 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:424671 0 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time 
wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3008 Box:409715 
CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a gent 
with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424783 0 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3016 Box: 413399 
SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, I 
can wine and dine you, you will have 
a nice time, call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424781 0 
EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3020 Box 
421375 


SUZANNA, 45, lonely beautiful 
classy French lady looking for happy 
decent reliable very sexy man for 
lots of TLC and good times. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424847 0 
SARAH, young looking curvy 41 yr 
old female, bored with everyday rou¬ 
tines, WLTM up for some fun dis¬ 
creet and extremely broadminded 
younger male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4248271| 

DEBBIE, 50, petite blonde looking 
for some fun and adventure with 
similar fun loving mature male. 
Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424799 0 
CALL or text me, I’m Claire, single, 
41yrs loves life to the full, hoping 
you will contact me if you want a 
genuine fun time. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424779 0 
SARAH, mature feminine lady, kind 
caring but still has a sensual side, 
hoping to meet like minded, confi¬ 
dent, non smoking gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424777 0 
PROFESSIONAL lady, mid 60s, 
interests include gardening, theatre, 
walking, days out and travelling, ani¬ 
mal lover, looking for a professional 
gentleman, kind and caring, intellec¬ 
tual and outgoing, with gosh, for 
friendship possibly more, in the 
Stafford area. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424569 
HI I'm Ellie, 39, pretty, funny, great 
figure, OHAC/child, have everything 
apart from a man, WLTM someone I 
wanna be with, not have to be. Call 
me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424635 0 

ATTRACTIVE professional lady, 57, 
widow, likes dining out, country 
pubs, good conversation and laugh¬ 
ter, seeks genuine professional 
gent, with a gosh with similar inter¬ 
ests, to enjoy life with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424157 
ANDREA, 43, slim with long dark 
hair, blue eyes, loves to dance 
seeks romantic man to share inti¬ 
mate moments in or out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424747 0 
DIVORCED female, attractive, sen¬ 
sual by nature, OHAC, bored with 
own company, looking to make life a 
little more exciting with likeminded 
man. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:424591 0 

JANE 40's, blonde blue-eyed petite 
build, WLTM understanding discreet 
tall, caring man for daytime meets. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424769 0 

JULIE attractive 35yr old female 
with a great body, looking for no 
strings attached evening meets. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425037 0 

JOSIE, sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592 0 
MARY, passionate honest slim blue¬ 
eyed blonde, 39yrs, likes nights 
in/out, looking for affectionate male, 
any age to spend adult fun times. 
Interested? call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425009 0 
ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
4157105 0 

JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded gent 
for nights in, days out and much 
much more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424491 0 
DONNA, 42, bright bubbly blue 
eyed blonde looking for someone to 
enjoy life and love to the full with. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424873 0 
MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and texts 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424775 0 
SUE, attractive genuine lady, own 
home, loves to spoil a man, give me 
a call or text. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424673 0 


JULIE, 53yrs, tall, slim, dark haired 
lady, sociable and fun loving, new to 
the area so WLTM men friends for 
fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424497 0 
SEXY brunette 39, petite, brown 
eyes, seeks energetic discreet guy 
for no strings fun and friendship. 
Age/status unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424451 0 
HEATHER, 48, well travelled sol- 
vent brunette looking to share a 
large glass of wine and whatever fol¬ 
lows with affectionate man friend. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424429 0 

TERRI, attractive young looking 
29yrs, long legged sporty seeking 
nice man to fall in love with, up to 
45yrs. If that's you pis call, you have 
nothing to lose. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424377 0 
PATRICIA, 50s, solvent female, tac¬ 
tile, fun, likes to travel, seeks tall, 
easygoing mature male to enjoy all 
the good things in life with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424553 0 
BARBARA, 36, slim blonde, likes 
music, sport, the outdoors, quiet 
nights in etc, WLTM kind honest 
gent to share interests and get to 
know me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424549 0 
HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent any 
age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424493 0 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male com¬ 
panion for nights out, dining, maybe 
more. ACA or text me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424495 0 

Single Men 

TOM, 32, slim, attractive, own 
home, likes to eat out and in, WLTM 
honest, kind girl for tender, loving 
care and fun times. No timewasters 
please. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424929 0 

MALE, 64, single, n/s, likes music, 
films, driving, nights in, dining out, 
trips, WLTM lady, 50-70, looks unim¬ 
portant, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424927 0 

CARING male, 55, N/S, medium 
build, likes meals out, music, cine¬ 
ma, sports, driving, seeks female, 
40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 239148 
HONEST male, 60s, N/S, GSOK 

car owner, seeks female, 55-70 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416817 
MALE, 63, caring, easygoing, N/S 
seeks female 50-70 for friendship 
and romance. Looks unimportant. 
Likes occasional drink, eating in/out, 
cinema and driving. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 418893 
47 year old guy, 5ft7, dark hair, blue 
eyes, likes DVDs, nights in and out, 
seeks female, 42-49, in Leamington 
Spa/Rugby area, for friendship and 
long term relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424325 
IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 
50s, likes most things, holidays, 
gardening, motorbikes, WLTM similar 
aged lady, 50-60, with nice 
personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 

MIKE 49, slim, young looks, seeks 
female, 35-50 for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 356651 

DAVE, 54, 5ft10, mediurrTbuild, 

easy going, happy, looking for an 
attractive, loving and caring female, 
45-65, for friendship and relation¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 423073 0 

YOUNG 70 widower, fit, lonely, 5ft 
11 ins, list, likes drives, walks, DIY, 
meals out, gardening, smoker, look¬ 
ing for lady to spend life with. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424687 0 

BIG is beautiful is larger is lovelier, 
Steve 58, seeking broadminded, 
adventurous BBW for fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
412031 


CARING 55yr old male, widower, 6ft 
3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun and 
laughter, maybe happy ever after. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424677 0 

MALE 57, attractive, seeks mature 
woman any age for close fun, mar¬ 
ried or single. Text only Mailbox: 
5410860 0 

BLACK male, ex-marine, 6ft1, 
would like to meet a lady, 30 or over, 
if you would like a night in or out, 
Birmingham area, give me a shout. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424507 0 

ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, 
slim, dark hair, likes music, cycling 
and photography, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
GENT 48, youthful outlook, likes 
countryside, keep fit, karaoke, seeks 
soul mate for fun times. N 
Shropshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 408411 

IAN, GSOH, 60, looking for some¬ 
body to go out with and have a good 
time, a good laugh, maybe things 
will move on, I’m young at heart so 
looking for younger female if possi¬ 
ble, NSA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424357 0 
RETIRED male seeking companion¬ 
ship maybe more. No time wasters. 
Text only Mailbox: 5542315 0 
ITALIAN male, 46, from Oldbury, 
seeking female, 30-50, for friend¬ 
ship, possible relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424371 0 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, looking for genuine 
lady, 50-55, to share the good things 
in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424353 

NICE old-fashioned gent, seeks 
kind, caring romantic lady for LTR. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416905 

TIM, young at heart, intelligent, fun 
loving, spontaneous, GSOH, WLTM 
a lady with a GSOH, for friendship 
and possibly more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424395 0 
ATTRACTIVE, Tall and intelligent 
Black male 50, lover of animals and 
nature seeks solvent lady of quality 
50+ for romance. Text only 
Mailbox: 5561456 0 
CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking 
Christian female, 35-45 for friend¬ 
ship, possibly more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 423747 0 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, 
varied interests, seeks true Christian 
female, 35-45, who enjoys evenings 
in and dining out, for friendship or 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, dark hair, looking 
for a lady, 50-60, to share the good 
things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424759 

ANY mature women over 60 seek¬ 
ing adult fun - this attractive male 58 
will cater for your needs, any size or 
status. Text only. Mailbox: 
5410860 0 

WIDOWER, 60s, GSOH, n/s, likes 
places of interest, country walks, 
cats and dogs, music, theatre and 
cinema, still looking for a lady, 
around 55-65, for companionship, 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424709 

ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, profession¬ 
al male, 50, GSOH, easygoing, 
enjoys sport, socialising, good com¬ 
pany, looking to meet attractive 
female for fun, adventure and take 
things from there. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424563 
59YR old male, likes country walks, 
pub lunches, seeks lady for friend¬ 
ship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424685 0 
MALE 50 seeks mature, home lov¬ 
ing lady, 60 plus who enjoys cosy 
nights in. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 424683 0 
MARTIN trustworthy, warm hearted, 
loving, reliable male, 45, 6ft, medi¬ 
um build, young at heart, GSOH, 
seeks female, 50-60 for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424681 0 
MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, looking 
for loyal partner for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 424679 0 



Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 19/12/16 
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Connor Newell, aged 14 from Willenhall, practises in the water Young club member Jaden Davies, aged seven 


Chloe Hall, aged 12, gets to work in the pool 



Swimming club members are now making a big splash 


Swimming club hoping 
for new wave of interest 



Heath Town Swimming Club coach Rob Bonner at Wolverhampton Swimming & Fitness Centre 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Cox 


HEATH Town Swimming Club boast 
a long and illustrious history - and are 
now appealing for ‘fresh blood’ in a bid 
to keep the club afloat. 

The ASA-affiliated outfit have been a regis¬ 
tered club for 83 years, and several of their vol¬ 
unteers and have been involved for around half 
of that time. 

They have seen good and bad times, riding the 
wave of great highs and plunging to the depths of 
difficult lows. 

One of those lows arrived when their home - Bush- 
bury Swimming Baths in Wolverhampton - was 
forced to close in November 2006. 

Numbers dwindled but, thanks to a few hardy souls 
that kept the club going at other baths, the Heath 
Town club lived on. 

“I think we were down to just 16 swimmers at that 
time,” said Sheila Ratcliffe, aged 69, a former welfare 
officer and now assistant coach at the club. 

Important 

“Keeping it running was so important because once 
a club folds then it’s very difficult to get it started 
back up again.” 

It was the dedication of Ratcliffe and the committee 
that helped keep the club afloat. 

They moved on to Wolverhampton Swimming and 
Fitness Centre shortly after and began building from 
the bottom again. 

Ratcliffe, who has been helping out for 42 years, 
estimates there are around 200 members now con¬ 
nected with the club. But while that sounds impres¬ 
sive, she warns many of those are non-swimmers and 
some do not attend regularly. 

They train on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and use both the larger and smaller pool at 
the facility. “Numbers dwindle with kids in the sum- 


“Keeping it running was so 
important because once a 
club folds then it’s very diffi¬ 
cult to get it started back up 
a gain. ” _ 

mer holidays but we expect that,” she said. “We need 
about 35 in the big pool and 20 in the little pool to pay 
the centre, it’s quite expensive. 

“We cater for beginners and improvers and then 
they go into the big pool where we train with six lanes 
- our head coach Rob Bonner is a Level Two coach.” 

Like Ratcliffe, Bonner’s association with the club 
began as merely ‘a parent’. Taking their children 
along to learn how to swim quickly turned into a 
hobby and a passion. 

But Ratcliffe, originally from Wednesfield but who 
now lives in Willenhall, reflects the will to volunteer 
at a sports club is not what it once was. “We’ve adver¬ 


tised for new volunteers or coaches - that we’d hap¬ 
pily pay - to help keep our club going but people have 
too many other things to do these days,” she said. 

“It’s not like it used to be. We also have Margaret 
Bennion, Alan Robinson and Joan Jarvis help out as 
volunteer coaches and they’ve been doing it nearly 
as long as me. 

“The president, secretary and treasurer are all here 
but we’re all getting on and we need youngsters to 
step in, we need fresh blood.” 

Club president is Ray Green, awarded the MBE 
four years ago for services to schools and swimming. 
His wife Sheila is secretary and Malcolm Foley - who 
used to swim with Ratcliffe’s daughter Wendy - is 
treasurer. “You can see how it is, we’ve all been here 
for a while and we love it and enjoy it but it is diffi¬ 
cult,” Ratcliffe conceded. 

“I never thought I’d be here all these decades 
later after bringing my children. If it wasn’t for my 
youngest grandson Connor coming to swim I might 
not have still been involved. But looking at it, it’s my 
passion and my hobby. We’ve been associated for so 
long, we just do it for the love.” 



Sheila Ratcliffe with juniors Gracie Harrigan aged six, Zak Davis, seven, Jaden Davis and Lexie Davis, eight Sheila Ratcliffe, president Ray Green MBE and coach Rob Bonner with club youngsters 
































































Nifty Nickle 
is the seven 
goal ace 
for Casuals 

A PROLIFIC West Midlands strik¬ 
er turned on the style by scoring 
seven goals in a single game. 

Kevin Nickle, who plays for Wol¬ 
verhampton Casuals, netted the 
impressive haul during his side’s 
9-2 victory over Willenhall Town 
on Saturday. 

The 29-year-old achieved the 
feat despite only having nine shots 
during the West Midlands Premier 
League clash. 

It’s one of the few times in the 
division’s 127-year history that 
such a tally has been reached. 

The record is currently held by 
a forward named as A Hair in the 
history books. He netted 10 goals 
when playing for Worcester City 
in 1931. 

But Nickle admitted he is de¬ 
lighted with his haul. 

“It was one of those games 
where everything seemed to go my 
way,” he said. “In the first half I 
had four shots and scored all four. 

“Because I’m quite quick, I 
usually get between two and six 
chances per game. But against 
Willenhall everything just seemed 
to go in. 

“I had a penalty, a free-kick, 
three chips over the keeper and 
twice I went around the keeper. 
I’ve had games where I have 
scored a lot of goals before, but 
never seven.” 

As well as playing for Casuals, 
Nickle also turns out for AFC 
Bentley on a Sunday. And the for¬ 
ward revealed he almost missed 
out on his seven-goal haul in order 
to save his legs. 

“I play for AFC Bentley as well 
and after scoring four times I 
thought it might be a good idea to 
come off at half-time,” he said. But 
my manager bet me that if I stayed 


Win for Wood 
as Khalsa let 
advantage slip 

Walsall Wood 2 Sporting Khalsa 1 

THIS win for Wood gave the new 
management team their second win 
in four days, but more importantly 
gave them the first double of the 
season to move back into the top 
half of the table. 

On nine minutes, Josh McKenzie 
crossed from the right to the near 
post, Marvin Nisbett saw his shot 
blocked, Deqwon Ebanks fired the 
rebound goalwards but it deflected 
off Craig Deakin on the line and 
beyond the left hand post to give 
Khalsa the lead. 

Wood put Khalsa under pressure 
at the start of the second half and 
after three minutes were back on 
terms, thanks to Deakin’s close- 
range effort. 

Wood’s winner came on 74 
through Joey Butlin, curling beyond 
Khalsa keeper Turner. 


Slap in the face for Woffinden 



Tai Woffinden 


DOUBLE world speedway champi¬ 
on Tai Woffinden has failed in a bid 
to stage a celebration meeting for a 
decade of British racing. 

Woffinden has confirmed an application 
made to the British Speedway Promoters’ 
Association for a meeting marking 10 years 
of racing in the UK has been turned down. 
And while it’s disappointing news, Woffin¬ 
den hasn’t ruled out racing in the UK 
again - although he is unlikely to do a full 
season due to his busy schedule elsewhere. 

Wolverhampton promoter Chris Van 
Straaten made representations on Woffin- 


den’s behalf, but to no avail. Woffinden 
said: “I would firstly like to thank Chris 
for making representations on my behalf, 
it would have been great to have a day or 
night of celebration in the UK. 

“I enjoyed going back to Wolverhampton 
in August and would never rule out doing 
it again, it’s just my views haven’t changed 
on doing a full season in England. But I 
won two league titles with Wolves, perhaps 
there will be more to come in the future, 
and I remain proud of what I have achieved 
in British racing. 

“It would have been a great chance to 


celebrate with my British fans but sadly 
this chance has been taken away from me 
and I’m naturally disappointed. 

“I hope this matter can be revisited in 
the future because I’d also like to think the 
UK fans haven’t seen the last of me! 

“I’ll be representing GB in the Grand 
Prix and trying to become world champion 
for a third time - but that’s clearly irrel¬ 
evant to some people within the BSPA. I 
have no choice but to accept the decision, 
even though it has robbed the British pub¬ 
lic of the chance to see me in action. It’s not 
about financial reward.” 


Coach Ansell saddles 
up as 

A WOLVERHAMPTON sports coach 
believes being shortlisted in the UK 
Coaching Awards can be the perfect 
step towards being a role model for 
aspiring young women cyclists. 

Jessie Ansell was nominated for the 
Heather Crouch Young Coach of the Year 
award at just 19 years of age, taking like 
a duck to water in her role with Wolver¬ 
hampton Wheelers cycling club. 

Responsible for planning and delivering coach¬ 
ing sessions, the University of Derby student has 
been thrust into a leadership role, one which she 
is certainly relishing in the 
sport she loves. And her work 
has seen her form a much-ac¬ 
claimed rapport at the club. 

Ansell was selected to be 
head coach for the West Mid¬ 
lands cycling team at the UK 
School Games and is now in 
the second year of a sports 
coaching and therapy course. 

“I never dreamt of being 
shortlisted at all, it was a 
complete shock but it was 
an amazing feeling which took so long to sink 
in,” she said. “I rang my dad straight away but 
it wasn’t until the day before the awards cere¬ 
mony when I was packing that I realised what 
was happening. 

“When I was growing up it was all male 
coaches so when I was cycling and competing, 

I didn’t necessarily have something to relate to. 

“Hearing them so happy and getting the feed¬ 
back from their parents about just how much 
they’re enjoying it is a massive boost, and I can 
pass on some of my knowledge.” 

It was a coaching role that Ansell rather stum¬ 
bled into, with her own ambitions to be a pro¬ 
fessional cyclist halted due to injury. But rather 
than give up on the sport, the teenager found 
another way into her passion. 

Her work behind the scenes propelled her into 
the final three of her young coach category at the 
UK Coaching Awards. 

The annual celebration, organised by Sports 
Coach UK, honours sports coaches and coaching 
organisations who have demonstrated outstand¬ 
ing success over the previous 12 months. 



Jessie Ansell 


a role model 


Girls net place in regional round 



Wolverhampton Girls High were undefeated as they won the Under-14 section 


FIVE West Midlands schools have 
taken the next step towards the 
finals of a national netball com¬ 
petition. 

Teams from Dudley, Sandwell, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton were 
entered in three age group sec¬ 
tions of the South Staffordshire 
county round of the National 
Schools’ Netball Competition. 

Each section was organised 
in round-robin format, with the 


winners and runners-up going 
forward to the West Midlands 
regional round at Bromsgrove 
School on January 29. 

Undefeated 

The Under-14 section winners 
Wolverhampton Girls High were 
undefeated in all of their seven 
games. The runners-up were The 
Streetly Academy, winning six of 
the seven games. 


winners 


Under-16 section 
Aldridge School clinched victory 
with a one-goal win (8-7) over the 
eventual runners-up,fellow Wal¬ 
sall representatives, The Streetly 
Academy. Wolverhampton Girls 
High were third. 

West Bromwich’s George Salter 
Academy won the Under-19 sec¬ 
tion, winning all six games, with 
King Edward VI College, Stour¬ 
bridge, finishing as runners-up. 


Early goal 
puts side 
on the path 
to victory 

Sporting Khalsa Women 0 
Wolves Women 2 

GOALS from Andrea Whetton 
and Jade Cross sealed victory for 
Wolves Women in a local derby 
against Sporting Khalsa Women 
at the Aspray Arena. 

Wolves’ first chance came in 
just the second minute as Laura 
McQuilkin’s corner found Vicky 
Brackenbury, but her diving 
header went wide. 

Wolves did get on the scoresheet 
just five minutes later as Whetton 
fired home the rebound from a 
blocked Jade Cross shot to make it 
1-0 to Wolves. 

In the 12th minute Jen Anslow’s 
free kick from 25 yards out went 
just wide. Then it was Jade Cross’s 
turn as she broke away down the 
left, but her shot missed the post 
from an acute angle. 

Wolves continued to press, with 
McQuilkin shooting over the bar 
from close range. Wolves had a 
lucky escape in the 55th minute 
after Khalsa had the ball in the 
back of the net after a shot re¬ 
bounded off the crossbar, but the 
goal was ruled offside. 

Wolves’ pressure finally paid 
off in the 89th minute with some 
great wing play by substitute 
Nikki Lai. She teed up Anslow, 
whose shot was parried by the 
keeper, and Jade Cross came run¬ 
ning in to convert the rebound and 
seal the victory for Wolves. 

Wolves go into the Christmas 
break in second place in the table, 
with two games in hand on lead¬ 
ers Loughborough Foxes, and six 
points behind. 

They start 2017 in FA Cup 
action as they travel to Notting¬ 
ham Forest in the Second Round 
Proper on Sunday, January 8. 
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Town refuse 
to Lye down 
in title chase 

Lye Town 2 AFC Wulfs 0 

LYE Town took advantage as Alve- 
church’s 11-match winning run 
came to an end, closing the gap at 
the top of the Midland League Pre¬ 
mier Division to one point. 

While Alvechurch were surpris¬ 
ingly losing 3-0 at Boldmere St 
Michaels, Lye saw off AFC Wul- 
frunians 2-0. 

Tom Ray’s back post header 
looped over the Lye keeper but he 
somehow managed to hook it back 
off the line. 

Lye took the lead halfway through 
the second half as Josh Moreton 
palmed away a free-kick straight to 
the feet of Jack Pearlman. 

The lead was doubled shortly 
after. A low cross took an unfortu¬ 
nate bounce and caught Moreton off 
guard. His unconvincing save fell to 
Tye, who slotted home. 
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Touchline 
antics will 
stay - boss 

PAUL LAMBERT isn’t planning on ton¬ 
ing down his animated touchline behav¬ 
iour - even if being Wolves boss doesn’t 
do much good for his health. 

Lambert has been seen jumping up 
and down on the sidelines kicking every 
ball. He even briefly became a ball boy, 
gambolling over the advertising hoard¬ 
ings and earning a ticking-off from the 
referee in the process. 

The Scot almost rivals his predecessor 
Walter Zenga. 

Lambert said: “At times that happens, 
I’ve always kind of been like that at my 
days at Norwich and things like that. 

“It’s just me, that’s me as a person, 
it never stopped me in my own career 
being a footballer - I’ve always been en¬ 
thusiastic for the game. As a manager 
it’s the same.” 

Tests 

It’s not a demeanour that was seen 
too often during his two-and-a-half year 
stint at Villa, though. 

“Probably not,” Lambert said. “I was 
carrying the weight of the world on my 
shoulders at Villa.” 

Health tests are now freely available 
for football managers to take. 

Has Lambert ever taken the League 
Managers’ Association up on one to give 
himself a once over? 

“I haven’t done it, I should actually 
go and do it, not just for that reason, for 
general health. 

“It’s something I’ve always wanted 
to do, I’ve just not had the time to do 
it.(During games) you’re in that zone, 
you’re one of the lads and if you can’t 
play the game the next best thing is to 
manage. 

“But do I worry about my health? No, 
I could drop down dead when I leave 
here.” 

Legend Skornicki 
can't wait to 
be back on track 

CLUB legend Adam Skornicki will make 
a dramatic return to Wolverhampton in 
2017. 

The charismatic Pole has spent eight 
seasons with the club in a spell spanning 
back to 2000 but has been lost to British 
speedway since dislocating his hip while 
riding for Birmingham in 2014. 

After a spell managing top club Unia 
Leszno in his homeland, he began plot¬ 
ting a track return late last year and ap¬ 
peared in the season-ending Olympique 
at Monmore Green last October. 

He will now make a remarkable come¬ 
back on a re-assessed 7.22 average, join¬ 
ing talented youngster Nathan Greaves 
after the pair were snapped up to com¬ 
plete their side. 

And Skornicki, 40, admits he can’t 
wait for his ‘special’ return when the 
new campaign gets under way in March. 

He said: “The chance to not only come 
back but to ride for Wolverhampton 
again is very special for me, and I’m re¬ 
ally excited for the new season“I’ve al¬ 
ways had a great time with Wolves and 
had a great relationship with the club 
and supporters.” 


Time for us 


RICHARD STEARMAN conceded that gutted 
Wolves were ‘naive’ in their defeat to Cardiff - 
and need to wise up fast. 

The 2-1 loss dropped Paul Lambert’s team 
closer to the Championship relegation zone. 

Wolves have won just one of their past 12 
matches and face a crucial few weeks on and off 
the field with the transfer window soon to reopen. 
Stearman accepted that the defeat to fellow strag¬ 
glers Cardiff just wasn’t good enough. 

“If we play with that naivety and we have a lack 
of men out there we’re going to concede goals and 
not pick up the points that maybe some of our 


to wise up, 

Football 


play deserves,” he said. “That’s why we find our¬ 
selves near the bottom of the league. 

“It really hurt, very much so. We were gutted 
we didn’t at least get a draw - we’ve really got to 
see those games out if we want to do anything in 
this division. We’ve got to learn quickly how to 
see games out. You saw how Cardiff did it. It’s 
very frustrating to play against and it’s some¬ 
thing we need to learn. 

“We knew their game plan would be to put the 
ball in the box - it’s not pretty but that’s obvi- 


says Stears 

ously the way they’re going. I felt we were a little 
bit naive, we gave away too many free-kicks and 
throw-ins. Ultimately it’s cost us.” 

Wolves signed 13 players last summer but Lam¬ 
bert has repeatedly spoken of yet more players 
needing to be signed in January. 

Does Stearman feel there are enough charac¬ 
ters in the squad to get over the crushing defeat? 

“There are a lot of new faces, a lot of boys that 
maybe haven’t got Championship experience that 
I think is vital, especially coming into the winter 
games. Going to places like Cardiff you’ve got to 
show real balls out there. If you don’t you concede 
goals.” 


A CRACKER AS 
DUO DOMINATE 


WHAT’S the Portuguese for 
‘Merry Christmas’? 

There’s been plenty of scepticism 
on the merits of Wolves bringing in a 
plethora of foreign players with no ex¬ 
perience of English football. 

A lot of that is, of course, warranted. But in 
Helder Costa and Ivan Cavaleiro, ‘super agent’ 
Jorge Mendes looks to have done Wolves a turn, 
writers Tim Spiers. 

The pair produced a couple of crackers to save 
Wolves from looking like relegation turkeys this 
Christmas, in what was the team’s most impres¬ 
sive performance for three months. 

Yes, Forest were poor. But so were Cardiff on 
Tuesday night. You can only beat what’s in front 
of you and Wolves did so convincingly. 

And while the engine room of a few wise older 
heads in Richard Stearman, Danny Batth and 
David Edwards - as well as the superb Jack Price 
- laid the foundations for this victory, it was 
Costa and Cavaleiro who killed off Forest with 
deadly efficiency. 

Magic 

Without Costa’s goals, assists and general 
magic, Wolves would be in the relegation zone. 

He’s been a revelation in a struggling team, 
providing pace and trickery as well as excellent 
footwork (all displayed in his opening goal). 

Cavaleiro has taken longer to settle. He was 
deemed to be not hard-working enough by Walter 
Zenga, while Paul Lambert seemed to take a sim¬ 
ilar viewpoint. But a run of four successive starts 
has done him the world of good and the signs are 
there that he’s about to make a big contribution 
to Wolves’ hitherto dire season. 

The defensive side of his game has improved 
ten-fold but going forward the shackles have 
come off, he’s enjoying his football and adds a 
rich array of skills, movement and technique to 
Wolves’ frontline. Wolves went from being tired, 
lifeless and shambolic in Cardiff to vibrant, clin¬ 
ical and professional in Nottingham. 

But the industry shown here was just as impor¬ 
tant. Conor Coady excelled at right-back and Ed¬ 
wards was terrier-like in midfield, protecting the 
back four and defending from the front, winning 
an endless succession of tackles, one of which led 
to the game-clinching second goal. 



Ivan Cavaleiro shoots at goal during Wolves’ 2-0 victory over Nottingham Forest on Saturday 


just for starters - Batth 


Forest win 

DANNY BATTH says Wolves’ 
much-needed 2-0 win at Not¬ 
tingham Forest is ‘just a start’ - 
as he praised the team’s hotshot 
Portuguese duo. 

Goals from Helder Costa and 
Ivan Cavaleiro moved Paul 
Lambert’s team five points clear 
of the relegation zone. 

It was only Wolves’ second 


win in 13 matches. And Batth 
said there was no need to get 
carried away, despite the result. 

“It’s just a win, it’s a start,” 
the captain said. “It’s how we 
carry on from here that counts. 

“Winning games and keeping 
clean sheets is what we want to 
be achieving. We need to do it 
more often. We’re not getting 


carried away. I thought our 
front four were brilliant and 
we justly scored two goals. We 
kept the ball a bit better, which 
means we’re not defending as 
much. 

“And the game management 
at the end when we were 2-0 up 
was good. “After Cardiff it was 
about recovery.” 


New striker 
heads the 
shopping list 

PAUL LAMBERT has suggested a new 
striker will be top of his January shop¬ 
ping list. 

No Wolves front-man has found the 
net since August 20, with Jon Dadi Bod- 
varsson and Nouha Dicko scoreless in 17 
and 10 games respectively. 

Lambert said the striker famine, 
which also includes eight goalless ap¬ 
pearances for Joe Mason and three for 
Paul Gladon, was incredible. 

“It says a lot when Dave Edwards is 
your top goalscorer,” Lambert admitted. 
“It’s incredible. That’s something that 
has to be addressed. 

“Bodvarsson, I never realised until 
somebody told me that he’s not had a 
break for two years. That’s extraordi¬ 
nary. 

Empty 

“And what a terrific guy he is - a great 
pro, everything you want. He’s excellent. 
They tell me that when he first came in 
he was outstanding. But that’s a fresh¬ 
ness and a newness to the league. That 
time of not having a break (has) hit him. 

“He was running on empty. Nouha 
Dicko’s just come back from a lay-off, 
Mason’s been out injured. We’ve gone 
with two who haven’t hit their top peak 
yet.” 

The striker drought has carried over 
from last season. Neither Adam Le 
Fondre nor Bjorn Sigurdarsson found 
the net during the final five months of 
2015/16. Only eight goals have been 
scored by strikers this calendar year. 

When asked what the solution was, 
Lambert replied: “We need to try and 
get somebody in to give them a hand. 

“That’s what we need to try and do. 
Competition is vital. I think you need 
at least four centre-forwards and four 
centre-halves, every other position has 
two.” 

Phoenix beaten in 
top-of-table clash 

A TOP of the table clash in Division 1 of 
the Wolverhampton City Netball League 
saw Chasetown A beat Phoenix 23-15. 

Division 2 saw Wordsley Storks and 
Blaze level at the final whistle. Stour¬ 
bridge Jets Black continued their win¬ 
ning streak in Division 3, while Division 
4’s Jupiter overcame Oddessy 21-13. 

Division 1: Sam 22 Lucas 25: Whitmore X 27 (5) Phoenix 
Hornets 1; Phoenix 15Chasetown A 23. 

Division 2: Sam 3 34 Crescent 22; Sam 4 36 Ladybirds 
18; Wordsley Storks 32 Blaze 32. 

Division 3: Whitmore T 22 Libra Lea Navy 16; Cresta 
20 Dolls 2 29; Stourbridge Jets Black 25 Flames 20. 
Division 4: Jupiter 21 Oddessy 13; Inspire 22 Lunes 
16; Mac Arrows 7 Stourbridge Jets Blue 27; Diamonds 
17 Sam 5 6. 

Division 5: Thundercats 36 Sam 6 15; Allsortz 13 
Zimmers 10. 
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Would like to wish all our customers 
old and new a very Merry Christmas 
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WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 
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OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

For the start of 
L. the sale only 


8e < iXQ to take 
advantage of extra discounts 
off all sale prices, there's many 
one-off deals with limited 
stocks available. 
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Pay nothing until Summer, 
no deposit, interest free. 


BIBA 4 SEATER SOFA 
(INCLUDING CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4899 | Sale £849 


£749 


At (ousins we've got a really big 
store full of £ili€e v/o»\cleys... 

SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am • BE EARLY FOR MANY ONE-OFF DEALS 
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HALO INDUSTRY DINING TABLE 
Normal £679 | Sale £579 
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- ESTABLISHED 1976 - 
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WINTER SALE 


Sofas. Carpets. Beds. Dining. Bedrooms. Lighting. Mirrors. Pictures. Cushions. Cookshop. Accessories. And much more. 


EXTRA 
DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 
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in one of our Flagship stores to 
experience this exciting brand. 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


SUMMER. NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE. 


Stay connected with Cousins... .. 

Cousins WINTER SALE STARTS BOXING DAY 9am. 

Be early to take advantage of extra discounts off 
all sale prices for the start of the sale only. 

With huge reductions on every single item, there's never been a better time 
to save on furniture, carpets, beds, homewares and much more, including 
all the famous brand names. 

Buy now and pay nothing until summer - not even a deposit - interest free. 


Follow us on Twitter 

www.twitter.com/CousinsOnline 


£449 


HEMINGWAY KING SIZE 
FABRIC BEDSTEAD 
Normal £699 | Sale £499 


UNIVERSAL RUG (150 X 230CM £229 


OVERSIZED SKELETAL WALL CLOCK £89 


£849 


OVATION CORNER GROUP 
(INCLUDES CUSHIONS) 
Normal £4399 | Sale £949 


Watch us on YouTube 

www.youtube.com/CousinsFurnitureUK 


COMPLETE 

THE 

LOOK 


At Cousins you 
can accessorise 
every room in 
your home. 


£179 


LOUIS LEANER LARGE FULL 
LENGTH MIRROR (69"X 35") 
Normal £349 | Sale £499 
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STARTS 

BOXING DAY 9am 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING 
UNTIL THE SUMMER. 

NO DEPOSIT. INTEREST FREE 






WINTER SALE 

EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 

OFF ALL SALE PRICES 

Starts Boxing 
Day 9am 


Extra discounts throughout the stores this 
Boxing Day - with many savings of 50% or more. 




RADIUS swivel recliner chair and 
stool in grey and black 


NORMAL 

£299 

SALE 


£149 


MAMMOTH Recliner sofas & chairs p. 3 SEATER FOR THE 
25% OFF EVERYTHING ^lUS PRICE OF A 2 SEATER 


HEALY 

Chaise sofa (includes cushions) 


NORMAL 

SALE 


£499 


BAYFIELD painted oak extending 
table and 4 chairs 


N ORM AL 

S ALE 


£599 


CAMBRIDGE Oak round dining table 
and 4 Rachael chairs 


£599 


SUSAN complete bedroom (bedstead, £W9 MAL 


2x bedside cabinets, wardrobe) 


SALE 


£549 


N ORM AL 

SALE 

£549 


£499 


NORM AL 

SALE 


£549 


60% OFF 


MYERS Malvern Easycare 
double 4 drawer divan set 


AINSLIE 

King size storage bedstead 


RUGS - assorted sizes, 
styles and colours 


mammoTH 

TECHNOLOGIES 

The Ultimate 
Health Mattress 
Range 


VISIT COUSINS EXTENSIVE 

CARPETS, FLOORING & RUGS 
DEPARTMENT 


COLUMBIA stain resistant carpet - 
choice of 20 colours 


NORMAL 

£12.95nT 

SALE 


£5. 95m 2 


DEN BY 

All remaining stock 


50% OFF 


(ousins 


a true family business 


FREE CAR PARKING • INSTORE RESTAURANT 
LARGE STOCKS FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES: 

Boxing Day Mon 9am-5.30pm / Tue 27th 9.30am-8pm, Wed 28th 9.30am-6pm / Thurs 29th 9.30am-8prr 
Fri 30th 9.30am-6pm / Sat 31st 9.30am-5.30pm, New Years Day 1 lam-5pm 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Dudley 
Hall Street 
DY2 8NW. 

T: 01384 451500 


Manchester 
A57, Regent Rd, 
Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0161 875 4070 


www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 



Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


1 Free parking 
1 Instore restaurant 
’ Large stocks 
1 Immediate delivery 


0%APR 

REPRESENTATIVE 


CELEBRATING 



Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in June 2017 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not 
clearance items, online offers, web specials and in-store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. 
Prices in this advert are valid until 15.01.17 except where stated. See website for Price Promise details. 




































